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Jacob Viner: Photograph from Jacob Viner Papers Mudd Manuscript Library
This work draws on the Jacob Viner papers held at the Mudd Manuscript Library at Princeton University.  I thank librarians Daniel Linke and Adriane Hanson for their help, and the Friends of Princeton University Library and Earhart Foundation for grant support.  
Introduction 

Interest:   Trade   HET     Religion.

Biography of Jacob Viner is needed, but a huge project.  
Chronology 

1892  Born in Montreal to Romanian Jewish immigrant parents.

1914 McGill BA 

1915 Harvard MA  and PhD 1922 under Taussig. Thesis was an empirical investigation of classical adjustment mechanism, published as Canada's Balance of International Indebtedness 1924.
1916-1946  Chicago.  JPE editor 1929-46.

1922  Dumping book
1926 “Adam Smith and Laissez-Faire” JPE
1931 “Cost and Supply Curves” article 

1936 Studies in the Theory of International Trade.  Theological influences on trade theory

1917-8, 1934-52 Government Service with Tariff Board, Treasury, State Dept.

1940 AEA Presidential Address “The Short View and the Long in Economic Policy”

1946-1960 Princeton.   

1950 Customs Union Issue book

1950 “A Modest Proposal for Scholarship” Convocation Address at Brown University

1959 “Intellectual History of Laissez-Faire” JnlLawEc
1960-1970. Retirement, working almost exclusively on intellectual history, especially religion. 

1962 AEA Ely Lecture “The Economist in History”

1965 Guide to John Rae’s Life of Adam Smith and “Adam Smith” in Encyclopedia Soc Sciences.
1968 “Man’s Economic Status” in Man and Society 18thC
Some of this material on religion and economics has been posthumously published as Role of Providence in the Social Order 1972 (based on 1969 Jayne lectures), Religion and Economic Society 1978, Economics and Freedom 1991 (1959 lectures at Wabash College) but much remains. 

Tributes to Viner  
Lionel Robbins “the outstanding all-rounder of his time in our profession” (Robbins 1970 p2) and  “probably the greatest authority of the age in the history of economic and social thought” (Robbins 1970 p6).
Mark Blaug “quite simply the greatest historian of economic thought that ever lived” (Blaug 1985 p256). 
Donald Winch “the leading economist-scholar of his generation, combining a comprehensive and meticulous knowledge of scholarly sources with the analytical acuteness of someone who was simultaneously making significant contributions to economic theory’ (Winch 1983 p2)  

Peter Groenewegen speaks of “historical legacy of Viner” (Groenewegen 1994 p85).
Jacob Viner achieved recognition outside economics, especially in history and literature.
Taussig’s prize student at Harvard.

Frank Knight’s respect for Viner was expressed in a warm correspondence over forty years.  Begins with Viner writing in 1920 to Knight as a “kindred soul” to which Knight responds  “the feeling of intellectual kinship is entirely mutual”.
Hayek expresses deep respect for Viner, despite his rejection of repeated invitations to join the Mt Pelerin Society and various other disagreements. 
Milton Friedman, student at Chicago in 1932,  described Viner’s course as “unquestionably the greatest intellectual experience of my life” (quoted in Irwin 1991 p5)  and Viner as “one of the great teachers and scholars of our time and all times” (Friedman 1971 p247)
Paul Samuelson, student in 1935,  “there has never been a greater neoclassical economist than Jacob Viner” (Samuelson 1972 p9). 
Gary Becker, student in 1951 at Princeton, acknowledges in correspondence his gratefulness for “the stimulation in lecture and discussion” of his interest in price theory. 

Roy Harrod describes Viner as “the foremost economist of our age” (quoted in Bloomfield 1992 p2053).
Key figures in trade theory acknowledge his influence Heckscher, Ohlin, Haberler, Graham, Meade.  
Further tributes in Machlup (1972a) including the AEA Francis Walker medal citation ““He represents the greatest degree of theoretical keenness (with no need for fancy techniques), alertness to policy issues, and historical scholarship in both institutions and economic ideas.  In all fields to which he has contributed, including his specialty, international economics, his name will survive brightly as a deflator of pretentious nonsense as well as an original creator.  What we all might learn from him is intellectual honesty and fearlessness, a willingness to stand firm on the unpopular side of any issue, theoretical or practical, whether that side be radical or conservative, newfangled or old fashioned”

note: page refs to Viner’s Essays Intellectual  History  Irwin (1991)  
What was Viner’s method of intellectual history and how did it develop? 
Viner(1937) Studies, Viner(1950)“Modest Proposal”, Viner(1963) “Economist in History”, Viner(1968)“Man’s Ec Status”, Viner(1972) Role of Providence, Viner(1978) Religious Thought.

Winch (1983),  Irwin (1991), Groenewegen (1994) 
Studies combines history of thought and theoretical contributions.  For Viner they were not separate categories – the theory of English classical school was still live, and his own thought grew out of interaction with their writings. 
Later lack of mathematics and waning interest reduced his capacity to contribute to theory, leaving the historical part of his program.  Viner increasingly saw history of thought as something distinct.  The “Modest Proposal” address expresses this clearly. 

Various statements by Viner of what he thought he was doing:
Scholarship pursuit of knowledge of history of human mind from records “Modest Proposal” p369. 

Importance of neutrality and accuracy Role of Providence p112  

Not social history, even though vast knowledge.   Hicks correspondence 1969.  
Strong commitments (e.g. hatred of injustice and inequality, English liberalism, cosmopolitianism)  but tried to avoid them intruding into his historical work.  

Doctrine adjusts to practice Role of Providence  p96 and “Economist in History” p226
Historical relativist of a peculiar kind  “Man’s Economic Status” p302.  

Intellectual history.  Correspondence with Donald Winch 1962-69.  
Much is revealed by his responses to others work in the history of thought:

Respect for the learning of Knight and Hayek, but the sound of grinding axes overwhelms. 
Review of MacPherson.  Distaste for history arranged and twisted to an agenda.
Review of Schumpeter.    
Arthur Lovejoy an early  model, but Viner skeptical of pedantic definitions and the “unit idea”.

Robbins admired.

Reports for PUP. 

Why was Viner so interested in religion?
Viner (1927) “Smith”,  Viner (1937) Studies,  Viner (1972) Role of Providence, Viner (1978) Religious Thought.
At one level Viner was uninterested in theology.  Robustly secular.  Remark about Smith in Macfie correspondence 1965. 
Did Viner see parallels between the complacency of the 18th century Anglican establishment and  the mid 20th century liberal protestant ascendancy in America? 

But the development of economics cannot be understood without some attention to theology.  Adam Smith.  Thrift and plenitude in the theory of international trade.  

Viner remarkably astute.  The early Smith article stands up well and has nourished a contemporary revival of interest in the theological dimensions of Smith’s work.  The importance of 18th century English providentialism, theodicy, natural law, and the Augustinian theological tradition to the development of economics are now receiving the attention they deserve.  
But it must be said he lacked the specialist knowledge (as well as the time and energy) to complete his ambitious program of tracing the relations between Christian theology and economics.  His almost impossibly high standards probably meant such a work could never  be finished.
How does (and should) religion relate to free society?

Viner 1956 Bryn Mawr lectures, Viner 1959 Wabash lectures,  Viner Hayek review, Viner MacPherson review,  Viner (1961) “Usury”, Viner (1960) “Int Hist Laissez-Faire”, Viner (1963) “Economist in History”, Viner (1978) Religious Thought.

Examples of 

Smith

Weber

Knight

Hayek

Viner is on the whole comfortable with the mid-20thC American  resolution of the issue.  “Economist in History” p247.  
A worldly religion.  Letter to Macfie 1963.    Resistance to other-worldly readings of the Scriptures and Fathers in Religious Thought .  

Religion as an import but not necessarily a positive influence. 
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