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Overview

This intensive month-long course is designed to explore complex interrelations of social identity and
postmodern conflicts in society with the emphasis on the role of identity in processes of conflict resolution
and transformation. Critical rethinking of ethnic, national and religious identities as both generators and
outcomes of conflict will be important part of the course. Course aims to extend knowledge on structure
and dynamic of identity-based conflicts and to develop a framework for their resolution. Course includes
lectures, simulations, and case studies. The final assignment of the course requires students to design an
intervention into a conflict of their choice.

Assessment of Students:
Students participating in the full course will be graded based on the following:
1.Active participation in the class activities is worth 50% of the final grade.
2. Students are required to design an intervention into a conflict of their choosing. The case study can be
drawn from the organizational, communal, national, or international level and should involve identity
conflict in any form. The research paper should be 10 pages in length and is worth 50% of the final grade.
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Weekly Schedule

May 16: Monday Introduction to Course
Introduction to Social Identity
Reading: Brewer: 145-182

May 18: Wednesday Theories of Social Identity
Reading: Brewer: 203-232, 259-278; Volkan: 23-112

May 23: Monday Identity and conflict
Reading: Ashmore:3-42; Kriesberg: 2- 24, 55-64; Azar: 2-17

May 25: Wednesday Ethnic Identity And Conflict




Reading: Brewer: 278-298 , Ashmore: 42-71; Horowitz: 55 -88;

May 31: Tuesday National Identity, Nationalism and Patriotism
Reading: Brubaker: 13-23; 55-79, Ashmore: 71-133; articles of K. Korostelina,

June 1: Wednesday National and Ethnic Identity (case studies)

June 6: Monday Sectarian, Religious Identity and Reconciliation
Reading: Volkan: 113-171; Helmick & Petersen: 3-25, 97-116

June 8: Wednesday Identity-Based Conflict Resolution: Shared and Multiple Identities
Reading: Brewer: 298-319, Ashmore: 187-213; Kriesberg: 268-300;

June 13: Monday Conflict Transformation: Building Relationship and Civic ldentity
Readings: Kriesberg: 301-341, Volkan: 203-227 , Azar: 18-29

June 15: Wednesday Paper due. Presentations of papers.
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