
CIVIL SOCIETY 
 

America is wonderfully able to produce material welfare, but some have suggested that it 

is less able to produce the social welfare of a strong 

 civil society, as measured by such indices as crime and marriage. This institute will 

examine the empirical literature on the 

state of our civil society, with the aid of some of America’s best empirical scholars, after 

a consumer’s introduction on how to interpret  

empirical results. 

 

Let’s make a deal: What is 

probability? How do we use it? Orley Ashenfelter Princeton University, 

     Industrial Relations 

How do we learn from data? 

And just what is data?   Orley Ashenfelter 

 

Does Immigration Help or Hurt?  George Borjas Harvard University, 

     Kennedy School 

 

What Can We Do about Crime?         James Q. Wilson Pepperdine University, Public  

     Policy 

 

Family and Society    James Q. Wilson 

 

Why Families Matter    David Popenoe Rutgers University Sociology 

 

The Social Significance 

of Families    Jennifer Roback Morse Writer 

 

Orley Ashenfelter is a past president of the American Economics Association and the 

editor of the American Economic Review, and will be  

lecturing on material taken from the Federal Judicial Center’s Scientific Evidence. 

Amongst economists, George Borjas is the leading expert on immigration. James Q. 

Wilson is the dean of American social policy scholars and is one of America’s best-

known public intellectuals. David Popenoe is a noted expert on divorce trends and 

Jennifer Roback Morse is a family law expert who has taught at Yale and George Mason. 

 

 


