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Sonatina for Three Timpani and Piano………………………………………..
Alexander Tcherepnin, (1899 – 1977)

Allegro maestoso
Animato
Andante religioso
Allegro marcia

Sonata for Marimba and Piano,…………………………………………..
Peter Tanner (b. 1936)

Allegro con brio
Andante sostenuto
Molto vivace

f     Intermission     e

The FleaMarket – Twelve LittleMusical Pictures for Percussion andPiano,
Yvonnes Desportes (1907 1993)

The Stage Coach
The Old Fashioned Dolls
The Sentry Box in the Rain
The Spanish Dancer
The Marionettes
The Old Belfry
The Factory
The Gypsy
The Little Train Station
The Star
The One Man Band
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P R O G R A M N O T E S

Alexander Tcherepnin (b. 1899 – d. 1977) was born in St. Petersburg,
Russia. He started his musical education with his father Nicolas who
himself had been a student of Rimsky Korsakoff. He continued his
training in Tiflis, Russia and Paris, France. Numerous concert tours
throughout the world made him an internationally acclaimed pianist.
After a stay in Japan and China which became very important to his de
velopment as a composer, he went back to Paris. In 1938 he was ap
pointed professor at the Russian Conservatory and in 1949 at the re
nowned University of Chicago. In 1964 he took up residence in New
York as a pianist.

Sonatina for Three Timpani and Piano
Powerful and ostentatious, the tightly structured Sonatina gives

a martial, almost primitive impression. With the exception of the last
movement, it is seldom melodious; the rhythmic and harmonic elements
dominate. Tcherepnin, the first composer who dared to compose for
timpani and piano, apparently reverses – or at least questions – the tra
ditional roles of the two instruments. The timpani’s primary function is
no longer just to keep the meter or to add intensity to the musical cli
max. It has developed into an independent solo instrument. The piano
now has the task of providing a solid foundation in structure, tone, and
tempo, and only once for four bars in the slow movement it has the op
portunity to unfold song like expression. It is fascinating to observe
how Tcherepnin charges the rhythmical interaction of the instruments
with humor, verve and spirit.
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Peter Tanner (b. 1936) is from Rochester, NY. He studied with Alan
Hovhaness and Bernhard Rogers. From 1966 1969 he taught at the Wis
consin State University and thereafter at the University of Massachu
setts. Several of his compositions besides the Sonata are dedicated to the
marimba including the Andante for Marimba and Piano and the Diver
sions for Marimba and Flute.

Sonata for Marimba and Piano
Impulsive lively rhythms, an aura of impressionistic exoticism,

and the effective contrast shape this sonata, published first in 1957,
which is reminiscent of post modern neo classicism. Three sharply ac
cented chords begin the Allegro con brio and a lively dialogue in tradi
tional sonata form. The marimba’s first theme of dancing sixteenth
notes is accompanied by the piano’s syncopated staccato chords and at
tempts of imitation. In the waltz like second theme the marimba soars
lyrically above the piano. Tanner treats both themes playfully before he
ends the movement with a burst of energy in G major. The second
movement unfolds much more slowly, in a static way with warm
sounds. Out of the lush, soothing chords of the piano, rises a tender ma
rimba melody which carries the listener’s imagination to distant lands
before quietly fading away. The third movement, Molto Vivace, pre
sents itself vivaciously and is fast paced. Tanner – whose style reminds
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