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William Bramwell Smith, IV, trumpet, is a Senior Music Educa-
tion Major from Annandale, Virginia who has been playing the
trumpet for 16 years. He began studying privately at the age of
ten with his grandfather, Bram Smith, Jr, and has since studied
with Woody English, Todd Taylor, Chris Moore, and his father
Bram Smith, I1l. He currently studies with Dr. Dennis Edelbrock.
Bram has performed on campus with the George Mason Wind
Symphony and the George Mason Green Machine. Off-campus,
Bram maintains a busy schedule as a Corporal in the 257th Army
Band, The Band of the Nation’s Capital, and has performed along
the East Coast, as well as in San Antonio, Texas and in the Great
American Brass Band Festival. In 2006 he was a featured soloist
during the 257th Summer Tour, playing an arrangement of Some-
where Over the Rainbow that was written for his Grandfather, at
the Sylvan Theater -- the same place his father had played the
same piece years before. Bram also teaches french horn and trum-
pet at Poe Middle School and is an avid sports fan. In the near
future, Bram is looking forward to getting married to his fiancée,
Amanda, and then graduating.

Vincent Oppido, piano, a native of Long Island, NY, is currently
pursuing a B.A. in Music at George Mason University. A self-
taught composer/arranger, Vincent began composing around the
age of 14, and since then has written over 50 works ranging from
concert band, orchestra, choir, chamber, and piano works. His
very first piece, Andantino in C (for brass quintet), was recorded
on the John Lennon Songwriters Bus in 2002 by that years winners
of the New York State Brass Quintet Competition. In November
of 2002, Vincent’s Brother’s That Once Stood was performed at the
Balanced Minds Conference for over 1,000 music educators across
New York State. In 2004, Vincent’s Jubilante Exaltare was per-
formed and recorded at Disneyworld by the East Meadow High
School Symphonic Band. In 2006, Skysplitter! was premiered by
the Texas All-State 4-A Symphonic Band, under the direction of
Vincent’s mentor and friend, Anthony Maiello. In the summer of
2006, Vincent was selected to participate in the National Band As-
sociation Young Composer Mentor Project and worked with re-
known composers Mark Camphouse, James Curnow, Julie Giroux,
and Robert Sheldon. The conference culminated in the perform-
ance of Skysplitter! by the Prairie Wind Ensemble of Peoria, IL.
Vincent has commissions dating into 2008. He is a member of
ASCAP, MENC, NBA and his music is published by TRN Music
Publishing.





