PSYCHOLOGY 301 LAB SYLLABUS
RESEARCH METHODSIN PSYCHOLOGY
SPRING 2007
Psyc 301 203, CRN # 12293: Thursday 8:30 AM £10:20 AM, Innovation Hall 330
Psyc 301 204, CRN # 12301: Thursday10:30 AM ©12:20 PM, Innovation Hall 330

Instructor: David Kidd

Email: dkidd3@gmu.edu

Office: 2063 David King Hall

Office Hours: Tuegday, 10:30 AM ©11:30 AM, or by appointmert
Mailbox located by Graduate Psychology Offi ce near DK 2001

TEXTS
*  Shauwghnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2006). Research Methods in
Psychology (7"edtion). Boston:McGraw-Hill Higher Educaion.
+ Publicaion Manual for the American Psychological Association (5" edtion).
* Dunn, D.S.(2004). 4 Short Guide to Writing about Psychology. New Y ork: Peason Educaion,
Inc.

COURSE GOALS
* To reinforce understanding of experimertal desgn
* Tolearnscientific report writing in psychology using APA format
* Tounderstard and apply statistical principlesin research dedgn (not calculation of statisticsper
se)
* Toincrea® underganding of therole of experimertation in the psychological sciences

Psychology 301 mees the writing intersive requirement for psychology majors. Thisrequiremert is met
by succesful completion of the requiredwritten assignmertsin the course and by succesful completion
of the Psychology 301 course with anoverall grade of C.

ATTENDANCE

Labattendance is very importart and strongly encouraged Studerts will receive participation grades
which accaunt for asubstartial portion of the final lab grade. Studerts are regponsible for all materials
and assignmerts coveredin the lah. If a student missesan in-class assignment or experiment, this
cannot be made up at a later date. No late assignments will be accepted. If astudent camot attend
class, the assignmert must be placedin my box and emailedto me prior to the begnning of the class on
whichthe assignmert is due.

HONOR CODE

Labreports areexpectedto be the studentOown work. Studerts may use books, notes and other sources
in preparing lab reports. Under no circumstancesare you to collectively write paperswith another studert.
Thisis consideredto be plagarism and plagarism of any kind will not be toleraed Work such aslibrary
references statistics, and reports of the reseach studiesshould be eachstudent®own work. Quotationsin
labreports should be minimal and the appropriate citation must be given

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If you area studert with adisahility and you needacademic accommodations, pleag seeme and contact
the Disahility Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474. All acacmic accommodations must be
arrarged through that offi ce

IMPORTANT DATES

Felruary 6, 2007 Lag Dayto Add (Full Semeger Course)

Felruary 23, 2007 Lag Dayto Drop (Full Semeger Course)

Felruary 24 DMarch23, 2007 Electve Withdrawal Period (Full Seneger Course)




GRADING CRITERIA

Lab counts for 40% of the total gradein Psyc 301

Class participation
Class participation includes in-class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, participating in the
in-class experiments, participation in class discussions, and experimental design
critiques/discussions. No participation points may be made up if the student misses class.

Two Qu

izzegassignmerts (15 points each
15 points perassignmert
(No make-up for missedquizze9

Observation assignmert data collection
Observation write-up (Method & Resllts Secions)
Survey write-up

(Method and Reaults Sectons)

Paper 1

Introduction Draft

Discussi

(Maximum is 20 points and may be less basd on the quality)
on Draft

Completed Pager 1
Final Proposal (See page 6 for detailed instructions)
Abstract Draft (Final Proposal)

Prgposa
Final Pr
Final Pr

| Draft
gposal
goosal Presertation

50 points

30 points

15 points**
15 points
15 points

20 points

10 points
100 points

15 points
Optional
100 points
25 points

Total: 395 Available Points
**Must be confirmed by actual data handedin to TA with the appropri ate wri tten assignment.

COURSE OUTLI NE

Note: Thisis atertative schedule. Topicsand assignmernts aresubjectto change. Any changeswill be
amouncedin class.

Date Class Assignments (Due the following week)
BOLD = In-class activities ITALICS = Assignments due
Week1l * Gooversyllabus (Note: Lab counts as 40% of total Psyc 301 Readon 't the Girls Get Prettier ai
grade). Closing Time: A Country and
1/25 * Detail the goals of thelab. Western Application to Psychology”
« Brief overview of the Omits and boltsOof reseach desgn. Whatis the purpose of each section
* Deription of library reources both in the library and online. inthe article?
Week?2 * Discuss Pemebaker Article Conduct and compl ete observational
* Proceduresfor observational research with and without study before next week
211 intervertion. Bring in collecied data, along with a
* How to measre behavior and its application to observation. summay of the data (e.g., means of
* Dexriptive statistics (mainly mears). the different measires.
* Interrater reliakility in observational resach.
* Small group discussion about upcoming observational study.
Week3 * Theimportance of APA format Write the Method and Reaults
* Exploring the differert sections of an APA-style paper. sections of your own observational
2/8 * Learning how to write the Method and Reallts secions of an APA study (Individually, not asa group).
paper.
* Writing workshop on writing a Method and Resault section.
*  Turn in summarized data of observational study.
Week4 * Using correlations.
* Exploring survey reseach.
2/15 * Completesurveys.

Enter in-class surv ey data into SPSS.

NONE




*  Turn in Method and Results section of observational study.

Week5 * Return and go over Method and Reaults papers *  Write Method and Reaults section foi
* Discuss survey data (including magnitude, direcion, and correlational/survey study.
2/22 significarce).
* Discuss methodology and potertial outcomesfor thefirst paper
experiment and generate hypotheses
* Became parti cipants in experiment used for Paper 1
* Entry of experimental data into SPSS
* Discuss experiment methodology and potertial outcome
Week6 *  Writing the Introduction of an APA paper * Print and readarticlesprovided.
*  Workshop on writing the | ntro duction section «  Writearough draft of the
3/1 *  Turn in Method and Results section from correlational/survey Introduction seciion for paper #1
study at beginning of class (Not | ate paperswill be accepted)
Week?7 * Return and go over completed method and resaults section from * Writearough draft of the Discussion
correlational study section for paper#1
3/8 * Gooverrealltsfrom experimert completedin week 6 » Paper# 1 Due Week9 (begn
* Discuss methods and reaults secion for Paper 1 working on other sections)
*  Workshop on writing the Discussion sedion
*  Turn in draft of introduction for paper #1
* NOCLASSNEXT WEEK (3/15) SPRING BREAK
Week8 * Return and discuss Introduction secion drafts * Final Draft of Pager# 1 Due Week 9
* Peer reviews of Discussion sedionsin small groups (Next week)
3/22 *  Turn in draft of Discussion for paper #1 (1 will leave the correcied
draftsin my box for you to pick up)
Week9 * Discussideasfor final proposal assignment * Bednaliteraure review for final
* Understanding how to develop aresarch quegion and desgn a proposal
4/5 study  Obtain ard summarizeatleas 5
*  Turnin final version of Paper #1 relevart articlesfor final proposal
* Think about abadc ideabutlin
for your final proposal while
readng your articles
Week10 * Discussfinal proposal ideas and study desgns * Createanoutlinefor your final
* Review thefinal proposal assignmert and potertial proposal topic
4/12 issuegconcerrs
* Creating aproposal outline
*  Turn in articles and summaries for final proposal
Week11 * Return and discuss strengths and wed&knessesof Pager 1 *  Work on rough draft of final proposa
* Workshop on proposal outlinesand ideas (due Week 13)
4/19 *  Bring in Final Proposal Outline to Discuss In Class
Week12 * Discuss progress of final proposals and resolve any problems *  Work on rough draft of final proposa
* Discuss proposal problemsand concerns ** Bring 3 copies of the rough draft
4/26 to class
Week13 * Peerreview of proposal rough draft with feedback * Premreabrief presentation for final
* Discuss class presrtations for final proposals (for Week 14) proposal with atleas one
5/3 *  Bring 3 copies of rough draft of final proposal overheadPowerPant
* Complete thefinal draft of the final
proposal
Week14 * Student presentations of final proposal
5/10 *  Turnin final proposal

Point Guidelinesfor grading papersin Psychaogy 301 lab papers
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Point guideline for Paper 1

Title page 5 points
Abstract 10 points
Introduction 25 points
Method 15 points (total)
Design 2 points
Participants 2 points
Materials/Apparatus 3 points
Procedure 8 points
Reasllts - written 10 points
Figure/Tabe 5 points
Discussion 15 points
Refererce Page 5 points

(Pagers must have atlead 4 referencesfor paper 1 and 5 referencesfor the final proposal. If the
referencesdo not include four diff erert primary sources, no credt is givenfor the refererce pace.

Overall paper quality 10 points
(This evaluation by instructor regards the overal quality of paper, which mayinclude contert, format,
organizaton, grammar, and the gereral quality of the writtenpaper.)

Point Guideline for Final Proposal Assignment

Abstract 5 points
Introduction 35 points
Method 25 points
Resllts/analysis planand expected outcome 5 points
Paertial Conclusions 5 points
Refererces 5 points
Overall paper quality 20 points.

(This evaluation by the instructor regards the overall quality, which may include integration of theary ard
ideas contert, format, dedgn of the study, organization, grammarand the gereral quality of the written

pagper.

Final Proposal Assignment -Psychology 301
The lag/secand full writing assignmert projectisto be a proposal for anexperiment thatis
original (or a partial redicaion) experimert relevart to topicsin psychology. The studert may OpoposeO
aprojectfrom any areaof psychology. Correlational or observational studiesareaccepahble but studies
with atleag one variabe to manpulate are encouraged.

Studerts are requiredto write the proposal using APA format A minimum of fivereferencesis
required The proposals must be projects that are plausible in thatthe projectcould realistically be
completed For example,if | wartedto teg¢ 100 amnesc patierts, it would not be plausible because it
would be extremely unlikely that | would have acces to 100 amnesc patierts.

Sincethisis a proposal of researchto be conductedin the future, the paper should be writtenin
thefuturetense: Below are afew examples

a. OThepresn projectis desgnedto invedigate whether older adults recall more itemsthan
younger adults.O

b. OTe participarts will be tegedin alaboratory setting.O

c. Paticipartswill be presrted with lists of words fromE EQ
The proposals must include the following:

1. AnlIntroduction secion thatintroducesthe quedion/problemand includesareview of the
literaure thatis directly relevart to the topic. The hypothess should also be statedatthe erd
of theintroduction.

2. A Method section thatincludesadedgn section (e.g., a2 X 2 mixedfactorial), participarts
section, materials section and the procedure section. All of the sections should be writtenin
aporopriate APA format



3. A Reallts secfon should briefly describe how the data would be amalyzedand what the

expectedreault would be based on the hypotheds. For examgde, if acorrelational study is

done, the studert would write something such asOA Pearson-product correlational analysis
will be conductedto determine the strength and direction of the correlation betweenarxiety
ard depression. It is expeciedthatthe correlation betweenthese variadeswould beEE E .

becawseE EO
» Students should not be asked to Gmake upOfindings, but should discuss the likely
findings/dir ection of the outcome based on previous findings.
4. A Discussion/Conclusion section should include the following:
a. Whatwould thisressach contribute to the literaure if the hypothes s weresupported?
b. A discussion of whatwould be done next if the hypothess were supported. In other

words, what would be the next stepin the reseaich or what would the researcher do next.

c. Additional ideasif the hypothes s were not supported could be added. Of course, this
would be hypothetical.
d. A critique of their own dedgn or the limitations of the study.

5. An Abstract should be includedaswell. Studerts mayinclude anexpectd outcome rather
thanarealoutcome. Again the text should be writtenin the future tense. For example, Olt
would be expectedthat older adults would recall fewer words thanyounger adults.O
(Note: Thissection should beonly one or two paragraphs and doesnot haveto be
extensive.)

All students must atachthe measiredmaterials to be used(e.g., a survey). An excegion will be

mack if the survey would have to be purchasedby the studert. However,thisis arareexcegion.

Important note for students:
Whenthe final proposals are turnedin to the labinstructor, the following are requiredto be
includedwith the final paper.
a. A copy of all articlesreferenced in thereport
b. Copiesof the measuresthat areto be used (unlesthey are surveysthat must be
pur chased)
c. Two copiesof thefinal paper. If all of thes are not included, therewill be an
automation gradereduction of one letter grade (e.g., from an A down to a B).
Final Presentation
Each student isrequiredto presert the proposal to his/her clasmatesthe lag day of labclass.
This presertation should be consideredasaninformal conversation with classmatesaswell asagood
opportunity to OpaciceGspeaking in front of others




