I TRN 761 European Political and Economic Union

Syllabus

Spring 2003

The European Union (EV) is the most advanced regiona political and economic entity in
the world. It ismore than atraditiond internationa organization but lessthan a
traditiona netion Stete. It has some of the attributes of a federation—such asacentra
bank—but lacks sovereignty in the “high political” areas of internd and externd security,
including defense. Neverthdess the EU is centrd to the lives of its 375 million citizens
because of its extensve regulatory authority. This course will examine the history,
palitics, and policies of the EU, focusing on selected policy areas and on such critica
issues asingditutiona reform and enlargement. The purpose of the course isto familiarize
students with key aspects and eements of the EU, amgjor player in the globa system
and aclose partner of the United States.

Instructor: Desmond Dinan, Jean Monnet Professor of Public Policy, GMU
E-mal: ddinan@gmu.edu; Phone (703) 993-4973

Class Time Thursday, 7:20-10:00pm
Classroom: Arlington Campus 7?
Office Hours. Thursday, 6:00-7:15pm (Arlington Campus 207)

Methodology: The class will be conducted as a seminar, with discusson based on the
assigned reading.

Assessment: Assessment will congst of two reports on country- or sector-specific aspects
of European political and economic union. Specific assgnments, and their format and
deadlines, will be decided early in the semester.

Core Texts The coretexts for the course are Desmond Dinan, Ever Closer Union: An
Introduction to European Integration, 2" edition (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1999), and
Wallace, Helen, and Wallace, William, Policy-Making in the European Union, 41"
edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Additional Reading: Thereisavoluminous literature on the EU consisting of reference
books, monographs, journd articles, dedicated newspapers and newdetters. The EU aso
publishes its own materid, ranging from information lesflets, to academic studies, to
legaly binding regulations and directives. As an EU documentation center, GMU hasa
collection of EU officid documentation (in the Arlington campus library). The EU hasa
large, authoritative website (http://europaeu.int/index_en.htm). Students should use the




website and other sources to update the materia in the core text and to keep abreast of
current developmentsin the EU.

Class sessions):

Sesson 1

Session 2

Sesson 3

Sesson 4

Sesson 5

Session 6

Sesson 7

Sesson 8

Sesson 9

Session 10

Sesson 11

Session 12

Session 13

Introduction; the EU and its member states

Issues in European Integration: 1945-1989
(Dinan, Chapters 1-5)

Issues in European Integration: 1989-2002
(Dinan, Chapters 6-7)

Ingtitutions and Decision-Making
(Dinan, Part 2; Wallace and Wallace, Part 1)

Market integration
(Dinan, Chapters 12 and 13;
Wallace and Wallace, Chapters 4, 7 and 13)

Competition, enterprise, employment and socid policy
(Dinan, Chapters 14 and 15;
Walace and Wallace, Chapters 5 and 10)

Biotechnology and the environment
(Wdlace and Wallace, Chapters 11 and 12)

Cohesion policy and the budget
(Dinan, Chapter 15; Wallace and Wallace, Chapters 8 and 9)

Externd reations
(Dinan, Chapter 17; Wallace and Wallace, Chapters 14 and 15)

Economic and Monetary Union
(Dinan, Chapter 16; Wallace and Wallace, Chapter 6)

Interna security
(Dinan, Chapter 15; Wallace and Wallace, Chapter 18)

Enlargement
(Wallace and Wallace, Chapters 16)

Relations with the United States
(Dinan, Chapter 18)



A message from Kingdey E. Haynes, Dean SPPIGMU: All work must be your own.
Inappropriate use of the work of others without attribution is plagarism and a George
Mason University Honor Code violation punishable by expulsion from the Universty.
All students should familiarize themselves with this honor code provision
(http://mwww.gmu.edu/facstaff/handbook/aD.html). To guard againgt plagiarism and to
treat sudents equitably, written work may be checked againgt exiting published
materias or digita databases available through various plagiarism detection services.
Accordingly materids submitted to dl courses must be available in eectronic format.




