Annual Report
Fall 2005

The Center for World Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution engages

in practice, research, and education concern-
ing the contributions of world religions to
both peace and conflict. The work of CRDC
increased significantly in the past year. It
has engaged in collaborative work with a
wide range of actors, all the way from senior
members of the Royal Court of Jordan,
heads of state, the State Department, Ameri-
can embassy staff in Syria, Jordan, Israel,
ambassadors in the Middle East from several
countries, Christians and Muslims from the
Middle East, a variety of U.S. government
workers eager to learn of our work, a broad
range of Christian, Muslim and Jewish
clergy, as well as volunteer students and pri-
vate citizens from the DC region. Below,
please find a listing of the Center has cre-
ated, sponsored and co-sponsored over the
last two years. The Center has also been in-
volved trainings, research, and institutional
promotion work that has extended CRDC’s

reach to many

His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan
speaking to a group of over 70 U.S. rabbis
in Washington, DC on September 21,
2005, an interfaith dialogue conceived and
coordinated by CRDC. More informa-

tion on the event can be found on page 4.
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staff continue to support the growth of the Center at every turn.

At the core of all the events, trainings, and outreach of the Center has been the
fulfillment of its core goal, established in 2003 through a consensus driven ex-
ercise with a broad range of professionals and scholar/practitioners in the field
of conflict resolution: To demonstrate and enhance the potential of religion to en-
hance peace. All of the CRDC staff and board members have focused their work
of the past two years on fulfilling this goal. It is hoped that you enjoy the re-
port, and all your comments are welcome.

# EVENTS

Networking, connecting and inspiring people are some of the things that
CRDC does best. To this end, CRDC coordinated, sponsored or co-directed a
number of lunchtime seminars, interfaith dialogues and special events listed
below to this end. Some involved ICAR students, others brought in members
of the outside academic, government, non-profit and religious communities,
and still others involved religious groups alone.

LUNCHTIME SEMINARS

Lunchtime seminars, open to the public, provide ICAR students, faculty and
the outside community opportunities to engage with a variety of scholars and
practitioners.

Current Challenges to Monotheistic
Religions in the Middle East
September 1, 2005

CRDC welcomed Dr. Bernard Sabella
from Jerusalem who spoke at this
lunchtime seminar on religion in the
Middle East. Dr. Sabella is Professor of
Sociology at Bethlehem University and
Director of Services for Palestinian
Refugees for the Middle East Council
of Churches. Dr. Sabella brought an

important perspective from one of the Dr. Bernard Sabella at the CRDC lunchtime
seminar on “Current Challenges to Mono-
theistic Religions in the Middle East

most important Christian organizations in
the region.
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« Women, the Arts, and Islam
February 16, 2005
Saudi poet Nimah Ismail Nawwab dis-
cussed “Women, the Arts, and Islam’
and shared some of her poetry. CRDC
Board Member Joseph Montville

chaired the presentation.

o Reconciliation in Abrahamic Perspec-
tive: Lessons from the Middle East
February 15, 2005
CRDC hosted a brown bag lunch meet-
ing of the Washington D.C. chapter of

the Council on Faith and International

Saudi poet Nimah Nawaab at the
o ] i . CRDC lunchtime seminar on "Women,
‘Reconciliation in Abrahamic Perspective: the Arts, and Islam”

Lessons from the Middle East. The

Affairs. The topic of discussion was

speaker was Dr. Marc Gopin.

o Religious Freedom and the State
Department: Problems & Promises
January 27, 2005

CRDC hosted a brown bag lunch
meeting of the Washington D.C.
chapter of the Council on Faith and
International Affairs. The speaker
was Dr. Tom Farr, the first Director
of the State Department's Office of
International Religious Freedom, who
served there from 1999 to 200s.

An ICAR student asks a question of Dr. Tom
Farr, the first Director of the State Department's

Office of International Religious Freedom from N Incorporating Religion into Israeli_
1999 to 2005.

Palestinian Peacemaking: Recommen-
dations for Policymakers

March 23, 2004

CRDC Research Associate Dr. Peter Weinberger gave a presentation on the
benefits of incorporating religion into policy regarding intractable conflicts,

specifically in the Middle East.



INTERFAITH DIALOGUES & RELATIONSHIP BUILDING

CRDC was able to coordinate several interfaith encounters which had excel-
lent feedback from those involved.

o Upcoming US-Syrian Interfaith Exchange
Based on previously developed relationships over the past year with numer-
ous parties, State Department officials in Damascus have asked CRDC to
plan an extensive visit of interfaith representatives from Syria to the
United States. In particular, the Mufti of Syria has demonstrated enormous
courage in reaching out to and defending Christianity in the face of extrem-
ism, and CRDC has extended an invitation to him to speak at the Center
some time in the next few months. Advance work in Syria is planned by

CRDC in November.

o Historic Address on the fu-
ture of Islam by King
Abdullah IT of Jordan
September 21, 2005
CRDC coordinated an his-
toric meeting between His
Majesty King Abdullah II
of Jordan and a representa-
tive group of American
Rabbis, in addition to spe-
cial guests, including Dr.
Sara Cobb, Director of
ICAR, Dr. David Trickett,
Board Chair, Dr. Alan .

Merten. President of George King Abdullah and Rabbi Dr. Yakov Travis
’ of Siegal College, Ohio

Mason University, Ambassa-
dor Karim Kawar of Jordan, as well as Edward W. Gnehm, former US Am-
bassador to Jordan. His Majesty King Abdullah gave a historic speech enti-
tled ‘Judaism and Islam: Beyond Tolerance.” The event, conceived and co-

ordinated by CRDC Board member Dr. Robert Eisen, was covered by na-

tional and international media, garnered a significant amount of media cov-
erage for the event and for the Center.



CRDC Board Director David Trickett (r)
with King Abdullah

Both Royal Family members present,
the King and Prince Ghazi, expressed
eagerness to continue the good work
that was begun in Washington at the
CRDC event. Board Member Robert
Eisen of George Washington Univer-
sity has been invited to Amman to
continue planning for possible next
steps. Ambassador Edward Gnehm,
recently retired Ambassador to Jordan
and Visiting Professor of Interna-
tional Affairs at the Elliot School of
GWU, was instrumental in ensuring
the success of the CRDC event with
King Abdullah, and this represented
an important collaboration between
Mason, GWU, and CRDC. In addi-
tion, Most Reverend Ekonomos Nabil
D. Haddad, Executive Director, Jor-

danian Interfaith Coexistence Research Center, and a friend of the King,
has expressed deep gratitude to CRDC for the Washington event, and he
has expressed keen interest in working with CRDC to further interfaith

work in the Middle East.

The event attracted significant media coverage, some of which is excerpted

below:

“Talking to the capacity-filled crowd at the Ritz-Carlton, Washington D.C., the king cited
numerous passages from the Koran and the Torah to drive home the point that both religions
advocate peace toward people of all faiths. ‘None of you truly believes until he loves for his
brother what he loves for himself,” he said, citing the Prophet Mohammed, complementing it
with ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,” from the Torah.

Reaction to the speech was positive, with rabbis expressing the hope that the king’s words will
translate into action. ‘I thought it was historic. He’s a very impressive, eloquent, articulate
individual,” said Rabbi Barry Dov Schwartz of the Temple B’Nai Sholom in New York. ‘He
said all the right things, and I only hope it comes to fruition that indeed there can be some kind

of reconciliation.’
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The unique, and very rare, exchange was coordinated by Robert Eisen, a professor of religion
and Judaic studies at George Washington University, and Marc Gopin, director of the
Center for World Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution at George Mason Univer-
sity. After presenting King Abdullah II with a special edition of the written Torah, Gopin
concluded, ‘Our common father Abraham was a man of courage and vision ... and he would be

pleased today.’

- Diplomatic Pouch, Anna Gawel, September 22, 2005

“Jordan's King Abdullah is
stressing that Muslims and
Jews have more in common than
their current bitter rivalry in
the Middle East would suggest.
His efforts to reach out to the
Jewish community included a
meeting in Washington, with 70
American rabbis.

In recent decades, the hatred

between many Jews and Mus-
lims in the Middle East has

Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad with Rabbi David Saperstein of Wash- been deep and intense.

ington DC, and Dr. Robert Eisen
But in his first-ever meeting
with American Jewish reli-
gious leaders, King Abdullah pointed out that these two peoples share strong connections.
Among these, he said, are a common ancestor, Abraham, and a belief in one god.

In the Washington meeting, King Abdullah's words were met with warm applause and four
standing ovations.”

-Voice of America, Stephanie Go, September 22, 2005

“By reaching out to religious leaders, Abdullah also addresses a facet of the conflict that dip-
lomats often neglect, said Robert Eisen, who heads the religion department at George Wash-
ington University -- that the men and women of the Middle East viscerally see the conflict as
not just about borders but about beliefs. The king could demonstrate that the language of re-
ligion is as much a basis for reconciliation as for conflict, he said.”

- Chicago Jewish Community online, Ron Kampeas




“Convening an unprecedented meeting between a Muslim head of state and Jewish religious
leaders, King Abdullah II of Jordan urged Jews and Muslims yesterday to "take bold steps
toward mutual forgiveness and reconciliation’ to counteract extremist violence produced by
distortion of religion.

Abdullah, who has taken a leading role in advocating moderation and modernization in the
Arab world, quoted liberally from parallel passages of the Torah and the Koran as he told
about 70 rabbis, including eight from the Boston area, that "we must move beyond the lan-
guage of mere tolerance toward true acceptance. Our common faith and shared history are
[our] greatest asset.’

The rabbis, who traveled to Washington as guests of the king, represented the major streams

of Judaism. They robustly applauded Abdullah's initiative.

"His ability to cite Jewish and Muslim sacred text and use commonalities to underscore points
he made was very impressive,” said Rabbi Gershon Gewirtz of Young Israel of Brookline, an
Orthodox synagogue. "I have never heard a Muslim speak in these terms,” Gewirtz said. "He
has offered the world a hopeful vision . . . The question is what happens next.’

Rabbi Moshe Waldoks of Temple Beth Zion in Brookline said that a major accomplishment of
Abdullah's statements to the rabbis was "to show that it is possible to talk about Islam and
Judaism outside of the context of the Middle East conflict.”

The Boston Globe, Charles A. Radin, September 22, 2005

Interfaith Debate Cosponsored by CRDC and the Syrian Public

Relations Association

M KELAI LUNS
ay 25, 2005 %7ASSOCIATION

CRDC co-sponsored a dolall clddell dg.ul deall

E-mail; spra@mail.sy WWW.spra-sy.com

televised debate in

Syria on religion, tol-
erance, and the state
of political relations in
the Middle East. Con-
ceived by local Syrian
activists, the event
was sponsored as a de-
bate in order to recog-
nize the difficult divi-
sions facing the Mid-

CRDC Director, left, with Ahmad Hasoun, Mufti of Aleppo, and
. ) Ghattas Hazim, Bishop of the Orthodox Church of Syria, at a pres-
dle East in which re- entation cosponsored by CRDC and the Syrian Public Relations Or-
ligion and pOlitiCS in-  ganization on "The Values of Religion for Building Better Economic
and Social Wellbeing," held May 25th 2005 in Damascus, Syria.
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tersect, such as the Palestinian/Israeli conflict or the war on terrorism. The
debate was covered by all the major newspapers in Syria and attended by
numerous ambassadors and private citizens. As with the CRDC-sponsored
event six months before in Damascus, the floor was opened to questions
from the audience and lively debate ensued. These were unprecedented
events in terms of audience participation.

o Syrian Interfaith Dialogue
January 6, 2005
In a public dialogue in Damascus, Syria, Hind Kabawat, a Christian reli-
gious peace activist and resident of Damascus and Toronto, spoke on 'A
Culture of Peace' in the Assad National library in Damascus with over
three hundred people in attendance. Marc Gopin responded. In Syria
CRDC a received national publicity with interviews on National television
and radio. Further work is being explored about supporting institutional
development of conflict resolution programs in Syria in addition to inter-
faith exchanges with the United States. CRDC established informal con-
tacts with numerous Muslim and Christian representatives, Ambassadors
from Canada, Switzerland, Morocco, as well as U.S. representatives, all of
whom attended several events. The U.S. contacts have now led to a State
Department request of CRDC to coordinate an interfaith visit from Syria

to the U.S.

o Dialogue with Saudi Scholars
December 14, 2004
In December 2004, the CRDC and the United States Institute for Peace co-
sponsored a day of dialogue with six Saudi Islamic scholars, as part of a
week-long encounter between the Saudi group and other religious groups in
Woashington. This week long engagement was spearheaded by Dr. David
Smock of USIP who asked CRDC to coordinate one of the days’ encoun-
ters. The purpose was the creation of linkages and friendships between reli-
gious groups that would help reduce the stereotypes that have plagued
Saudi encounters with other faiths. The intent of the encounter was to lay
the groundwork for shared discussion on legal reform, religious tolerance
and new definitions of Islamic relations with other religions.
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Bringing Together Spiritual Perspectives from the Three Abrahamic Faiths
June 14-25, 2004

CRDC board members Abdul Azziz Sachedina, Krister Stendahl, and Marc
Gopin were scholars in residence at the National Cathedral's College of
Preachers in Washington DC for two weeks of June 2004. This event was
conceived and developed by CRDC senior fellow and Board Member Jo-
seph Montville. Several public events took place in the course of two weeks
involving dozens of Christian, Muslim and Jewish people from the region.
Continuing education for religious leaders and seminarians was ongoing
during the visit on the same premises, and many Christian pastors seized
the opportunity to engage Dr. Krister Stendhal, who is a legend in the
Christian community, as well as learning greatly from Dr. Sachedina’s ex-
traordinary scholarship and faith-based passion.

SPECIAL EVENTS

CRDC coordinated several special events that gave scholars, practitioners, stu-

dents, and peacebuilders opportunities to interact and learn from one another.

Evangelical Preacher John Henderson visits CRDC and ICAR
February 15, 2005

Pastor John Henderson, a leading Evangelical activist for peace, visited
CRDC for consultations and engaged in dialogue with ICAR students.

Religious Tolerance in Uzbekistan

March 18, 2005

CRDC hosted a discussion at the Center with religious leaders from Uz-
bekistan, who were in the U.S. as part of an IREX exchange program.
ICAR Faculty Member Karyna Korostelina and CRDC staff facilitated the

discussion.

Religious Tolerance in Syria: Building a Culture of Peace

April 14, 2005

In a presentation cosponsored by the Syrian Public Relations Association,
Syrian peacebuilder Hind Kabawat spoke at CRDC on issues relating to re-
ligious tolerance and tradition in Syria. Attended by many Syrian ex-
patriates and nationals, the talk was followed by a lively discussion, moder-

ated by CRDC Director Marc Gopin.
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The Role of Elections in Post-Conflict Reconstruction: The 2004 Afghani-
stan Election

November 1, 2004

This forum was a stimulating discussion at the Center of local and interna-
tional perspectives on elections and democracy. Speakers included The
Hon. Peter R. Chaveas, Senior Research Professor at the School of Public
Policy, George Mason University, and
former U.S. Ambassador to Sierra
Leone; The Hon. Peter Tomsen, Am-
bassador in Residence at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha, and for-
mer U.S. Special Envoy and Ambas-
sador on Afghanistan; Dr. Marina S.
Ottaway, Senior Associate in Democ-
racy and Rule of Law at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace;
and Ms. Sima Wali, President of
Refugee Women in Development. <
The forum was opened by CRDC Re-

search Associate Neamat Nojumi, and

moderated by CRDC Director Marc The Hon. Peter Tomsen, and former U.S.

Gopin and ICAR Professor Terrence Special Envoy and Ambassador on Afghani-
stan, speaking at the CRDC forum on the
Elections in Afghanistan

Lyons.

Agenda for Reconciliation: Peacebuilding in the Middle East

August 16-19, 2004

With Initiatives of Change, in August CRDC co-sponsored a conference in
Caux, Switzerland entitled ‘Agenda for Reconciliation,” which brings to-
gether numerous groups from several regions of conflict. For seven days in
August 2004, signatories of the Geneva Accord, as well as a number of Is-
raeli and Palestinian civil society activists met with CRDC board members
Zainab al-Suwaij, Patrice Brodeur, Robert Eisen, Libby Hoffman, and Jo-
seph Montville, as well as ICAR faculty member Kevin Avruch and ICAR
student Adina Friedman. The conference was on the future of the Geneva
Accord, and relations between Palestine and Israel with particular reference
to religion.




o Washington Consultation on Religion and Diplomacy
June 2, 2005
The Center sponsored a Washington Consultation on Religion and Diplo-
macy, held at George Mason University. This brought together scholars,
practitioners and activists to discuss religion and conflict in the world to-
day, and to brainstorm ways for the newly established CRDC to contribute
to peace world-wide.

o Towards a Dialogue of Civilizations
April 30-May 2, 2004
The Center cosponsored a unique event in Morocco together with Initia-
tives of Change and The Center for Islam and Democracy. Board members
Patrice Brodeur and Robert Eisen, as well as CRDC's Senior Fellow Joseph
Montville, and Director Marc Gopin participated in a conference engaging
members of the three Abrahamic traditions and senior representatives of
Morocco, the Arab League, USAID, and several other organizations. Sev-
eral initiatives are developing due to the relationships created in Fez.

# TRAININGS

CRDC held it first training in Re-
ligion, Diplomacy and Conflict
Resolution in May 200s. Partici-
pants came from a broad spectrum
of sectors, and included govern-
ment and non-profit workers, aca-
demics, cultural specialists, former
diplomats, and religious leaders.

At least two more trainings are

planned for the 2005-2006 year:
one open to the public, and an-

other for the diplomatic community. Pastor John Fair speaks with other participants at the
CRDC training in May 2005

II



Feedback from the participants was overwhelmingly positive, and included the
following comments:

‘Very critical to refining my thinking on the many bits & pieces & complexity of
conflict resolution’

‘Awesome! I'm just starting but I’m heartened by what I saw today & people I met.
I liked learning how difficult it is to define ‘religious leaders’.’

‘Very much satisfied’ (from a former Ambassador)

“This training made me think beyond ‘technocratic’ approaches to find solutions to
problems in development programs.’

‘It opened my eyes and made me realize that I have a lot of reading to do! Really
enjoyable, informal and informative — a thoroughly worthwhile day - thank you’

‘It gave me hope for my family and myself’
‘Expanded my hori-

zons’

‘I’m much more
aware now, if not of
the legitimacy, than
at least of the simple
reality of religious
concerns and thinking
and the necessity of
taking it into account.
Values are not

merely vague inter-

ests.’
Participants work in collaborate groups

Tust what I needed to at the CRDC May 2005 training
hear! Validated

many feelings, intuitions, and experiences I have had at the grassroots level’

Also in Spring 2005, CRDC held a ‘train the trainers’ seminar for CRDC staff
and select associates. This was done to further enhance skills so that attendees
could lead future trainings themselves.




PROMOTION, DEVELOPMENT &
OUTREACH

CRDC staff members have been doing development and outreach contacts for
the center. This includes making people and organizations aware of the Cen-
ter and its programs and potentials, and discussing potential programs with
prospective partners. A DVD of the Syrian Interfaith Dialogue in Damascus
has been distributed widely among interested persons and institutions.

CRDC Board Member and Senior Fellow Joe Montville has been busy promot-
ing the center as part of his work on religion and conflict. He participated in a
joint conference of the U.S. Institute of Peace and the Woodrow Wilson In-
ternational Center for Scholars on Islamist terrorism in March 2005. In April
he represented CRDC at a meeting of Lebanese Muslim and Christian peace-
makers at the Cosmos Club, and while visiting Sabanci University in Turkey
to lecture on religion and conflict resolution. Montville also met with CRDC
Research Associate Carol Grosman visiting from Jerusalem to counsel her on
her Jerusalem Stories project which had recently won a grant from the U.S. In-
stitute of Peace. Also in May, Montville participated in a meeting at SAIS
(School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins University in
Washington, DC) on Islam and democracy in Turkey.

In September 2005, Montville organized and facilitated a workshop on Muslim
Fundamentalism at the Esalen Institute at Big Sur, California. Similar work-
shops on Christian and Jewish fundamentalism are set for April and Septem-
ber respectively in 2006. Montville also gave a lecture at the inaugural confer-
ence of the Boniuk Center for the Study and Advancement of Religious Toler-
ance, Rice University. Houston, TX, on the. topic: “Prophets and Politics: Ex-
cavating the Message from the Detritus of History.” He also represented
CRDC at the reception for and showing of new documentary film, by Jerry
Krell entitled, “One God: Three Faiths,” at Chevy Chase Baptist Church and

Avalon Cinema.

David Alpher, Graduate Research Assistant in 2004-2005, represented CRDC
at several seminars in Washington, including Foundation for Middle East

Peace, the United State Institute for Peace (USIP), and the School of Ad-
vanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins University. At all of them, he
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spoke of the connection between religion as a united, in contrast to religion as

divider, making the point that the former must be incorporated into diplomacy
and political initiatives

Graduate Research Assistant Alfred A. Farrugia has concentrated his efforts
on networking and establishing linkages between CRDC and the diplomatic
community in Washington, DC. During the past year, as a former foreign dip-
lomat posted in DC, Alfred has introduced himself to spread the word about
CRDC and its activities, including the monthly Consular Corps luncheons.
He met former Senator Hon. Birch Bayh at his office in DC and discussed
Senator coming to speak at CRDC.

Farrugia has discussed the work of CRDC with the President of Meridian In-
ternational, former Ambassador Walter L. Cutler. He has attended several
presentations on topics related to the work of CRDC at a range of institutions
in DC, including the Middle East Institute, the Washington Peace Center/
Parents Circle, the School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hop-
kins University, the Foundation for Middle East Peace, the Israel/Palestine
Center for Research and Information, and the Center for the Study of

Islam and Democracy.

Graduate Research Assistant Dena Hawes has represented CRDC at many
events throughout 2004-05, including an International Women Leaders Dia-
logue held in Washington and sponsored by Women Waging Peace. She at-
tended a presentation by the Swiss Agency for Global Affairs in Washington,
and a seminar on Women’s Empowerment; Measuring the Global Gender
Gap, at the Aspen Institute in May 2005. Dena also represented the Center at
the Search for Common Ground Peace Award Ceremony, and The Role of Re-
ligious Institutions in Peacemaking, sponsored by Franciscans International in
October, 2005. At all of these events, she spoke with others attending the
event about her role at CRDC, and CRDC’s mission, goals and upcoming
events.

Pam Struss represented CRDC at a conference of the Alliance for Middle East
Peace held in Washington DC in June, where she discussed interfaith dialogue
with participants. She has also met with representatives of Rotary Interna-
tional and the Arab-US Chamber of Commerce with whom she discussed the
work of the Center, and the possibility of scholarships for international stu-




dents to come to ICAR.

In March 2005 in Northern Ireland, Graduate Research Assistant Elissa Teeple
met with protestant and evangelical religious leaders, and represented CRDC
in meetings with directors of youth interface programs, describing ICAR,
CRDC and exploring potential collaborations. In January 2005, Teeple at-
tended a meeting of conflict resolution professionals in Washington to explore
using ways to utilize the media for conflict prevention. In November 2004, in
the Balkans, she represented CRDC at meetings with the head of the Center
for Religious Dialogue, Muslim scholars, the Coalition for Work with Psy-
chotrauma and Peace, leaders of the Sarajevo Jewish Community, as well as
the a representative from the Diplomatic Academy of the Croatian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. She explored possibilities for possible future partnerships.

Website Development:

Elissa Teeple, as well as the entire staff, have continued to perfect CRDC’s
outreach to the world through the CRDC listserve, now extending to over 500
people on all continents, and the CRDC website. CRDC has a respectable and
steadily increasing presence on the web, cited now in over three hundred loca-
tions.

RELIGION & CONFLICT
WORKING GROUP

The ICAR Religion & Conflict Working group (RCWG) has been supported
by CRDC through advice and consultations on topics and direction. Members
include ICAR students as well as community participants from the greater

Woashington, DC area.

o Development of a Manual for Grassroots Interfaith Dialogue
In the upcoming academic year, the ICAR Religion and Conflict Working
Group, working in collaboration with CRDC, will research ‘best practices’
in interfaith encounters, and host a series of interfaith dialogues with local
religious communities here in the Washington DC Metro area. The year
will culminate in the publication of a guide to interfaith dialogue.

15



Intra-Religious Dialogues

RCWG member Jonathan Morton is exploring the idea of a dialogue be-
tween evangelical and moderate Christians, and the working group has of-
fered to support him in organizing this event.

Winds of Change in the Middle East: New Forms of Diplomacy

Monday March 28, 2005

The ICAR Religion and Conflict Working Group held a community meet-
ing that was open to the public, at which they viewed the DVD of the
CRDC Assad Library dialogue in Damascus as a paradigm of interfaith dia-
logue. The video was followed by a lively analysis, and discussion on the
nature of Syrian/American relations, and the role of interfaith encounters
in working through military and political conflicts.

RCWG Discussion on Religion, Conflict and US Politics

In February, ICAR doctoral student Vickie Barnett led a discussion of the
Religion and Conflict Working Group on ‘Religion, conflict and the US po-
litical scene: style or substance?” Vicki facilitated the discussion which took
up such questions as: What role does religion actually play in US politics at
present? Much media attention has been paid to the question of religiously-
grounded divisions on moral and political issues. Is the media's framing of
these issues and their religious component accurate? What do religious lead-
ers and scholars say?

Youth Interfaith Dialogues

January-February 2004

In January-February 2004 CRDC staff member Dena Hawes was a facilita-
tor at three interfaith dialogues with Jewish, Muslim, and Christian teenag-
ers and adults. The dialogues, held at ICAR, were part of a program de-
signed and organized by RCWG member Bruce Aft.




In Spring 2004 Center Research Professor Peter Weinberger completed his re-

search on religion and peace in Israel/Palestine. Full-text of the paper,
‘Incorporating Religion into Israeli-Palestinian Peacemaking: Recommenda-

tions for Policymakers,’ can be found on the CRDC website, http://
www.gmu.edu/departments/crdc/. Weinberger gave an ICAR Brown Bag

presentation on the same topic on March 23, 2004.

Board Member Joe Montville is working on his book, Children of Abraham: an
Understandable Guide to Christianity, Judaism and Islam. Commissioned by the
Tannenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding, Children of Abraham is
to be published in 2005, and includes a foreword by Prince El-Hassan bin Talal
of the Kingdom of Jordan.

Research Associate Neamat Nojumi, who has been supported by CRDC staff
to pursue his work, is writing an article for the Brandywine Journal on Islam in
Central Asia. He is also working on a project with the United States Institute
of Peace (USIP) on the role of customary law (norms and traditions used out-
side of the legislative court system, such as marriages and alternative dispute
resolution forms) in the formal justice system in seven Central Asian coun-
tries, including Afghanistan.

Nojumi also recently finished a study on human security in Afghanistan-
specifically, access to the justice system, and methods of improving democratic
traditions at the grassroots level.
In Fall 2004, Nojumi’s article,
"Balancing Relations Between So-
ciety and State: Legal Steps toward
National Reconciliation and Re-
construction in Afghanistan,” co-

authored Christina Jones-Pauly, o m T

appeared in The American Journal of W= — § p—
Comparative Law (LII, 4). No-

jumi’s op-ed article on reconstruc-
tion efforts in Afghanistan was

pUbliShed October 9, 2005 in the Los Visiting religious leaders from Uzbekistan, part of an
IREX visitor program, were welcomed by CRDC staff, as

well as ICAR faculty and students.

Angeles Times.




# COMMUNITY INTERFACE

In addition to being located in a thriving urban community, CRDC receives
many calls and inquiries from individuals wanting to volunteer. We are cur-
rently engaging volunteers to work with the Religion and Conflict Working
Group and the community on interfaith dialogue, including the publication of
a guide with step-by-step information about initiating and sustaining inter-
faith encounters at individual, group and community levels.

; CRDC STAFF ACTIVITIES

CRDC staff field many email, telephone, and in-person inquiries from stu-
dents, professionals, and interested individuals concerning education possibili-
ties for religion, conflict, and peacebuilding, and questions about future train-
ings. In addition, CRDC has a rapidly expanding list of individuals wishing to
volunteer for the Center.

David Alpher, Graduate Research Assistant for 2004-2005, worked on the first
two CRDC Newsletters, spearheaded the Spring 2005 USIP Grant, as well as

doing research for the center.

Graduate Research Assistant Alfred Farrugia has conducted background re-
search on topics connected with CRDC events. These covered, among other
things, conflicts or developments in Uzbekistan and Syria, and the Arab-
Israeli conflict - particularly the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the status of
Jerusalem. During the past months, he has also monitored developments at
the United Nations (UN) and at the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) concerning issues covering freedom of religion and in-
terfaith dialogue. Members of the hospitality industry in DC have been con-
sulted in preparation for the hosting of a seminar for diplomats on religion, di-
plomacy and conflict resolution. A number of funding institutions and founda-
tions have been contacted to explore the possibility of part sponsoring the
seminar for diplomats. These efforts are continuing.

Graduate Research Assistant Dena Hawes was the Center’s Administrator
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from August, 2004 through May, 2005, and is back again this fall and spring as
a Center Graduate Research Assistant. Dena is presently working on CRDC
development, and will be working with volunteers on community outreach
projects. She is also responsible for arranging Board meetings and program and
event planning and organizing.

Pam Struss joined the team in June 2005 as an intern. Her talents were greatly
appreciated, especially to “keep the door open” and cover email and phone in-
quiries over the summer. Struss began gathering the contact information for
the Rabbis involved in the event with the King of Jordan on September 21,
2005. She developed two additional CRDC brochures: one for Center Train-
ings and a Revised Informational brochure. Struss also began researching
houses of worship in the local area to facilitate interfaith dialogues.

Elissa Teeple manages the CRDC listserv and is responsible for the web page.
She also works on publication design and coordination of CRDC events. She

spearheaded the USAID grant proposal in Spring of 200s.

# CRDC BOARD

The staff of CRDC, in conjunction with David Trickett as Chair, have coordi-
nated four CRDC board meetings in 2004-2005, each of which were begun and
ended almost to the minute on time. Board Chair David Trickett has worked
hard on building relationships and synergizing ideas at the board meeting and
beyond. Board discussions have been fruitful, with such key ideas emerging
last year to focus on one major event that would put CRDC ‘on the map’, and
then this year Board Member Rob Eisen and CRDC staff did just that with the
Abdullah event and extraoardinary levels of media coverage for CRDC and
Mason. CRDC staff and CRDC Chair David Trickett regularly solicited
board members for new ideas. Neamat Nojumi presented ideas and research
directions last year to the board, and he has proceeded in very creative direc-
tions that have won the strong support of the United States Institute of Peace.
Board members were requested to think creatively about grant support and
partnerships for CRDC. Board Member Patrice Brodeur has come in with
some excellent ‘near misses’ in grant support, and Board Member Joe Mont-
ville has been actively engaged in several explorations, one of which is in play
with the Fetzer Institute.
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CRDC Board

David Trickett, Chair of the Board
President, The Jefferson Circle

Elisabeth Hoffman, Founding Chair
President, Catalyst
Fund, former Executive ||
Director of Peace Dis-
covery Initiatives

Zainab al-Suwaij

Executive Director, !
American Islamic Con- |}
gress ;

R. Scott Appleby

John M. Regan Jr. Di-
rector of the Kroc Insti-
tute for International
Peace Studies
University of Notre
Dame

Patrice C. Brodeur
Canada Research Chair
on Islam, Pluralism and
Globalization

Faculty of Theology and Science of Religions
University of Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Rachel Cowan
Director
Spirituality Institute

Robert Eisen
Professor of Religion and Judaic Studies
George Washington University

Joseph Montville

Senior Associate

Center for Strategic and International
Studies

Amy Potter
The Catalyst Fund

Abdul Aziz Sachedina

Professor of Islamic and Shi'ite Studies;
Theological and Juridical Studies
University of Virgina

CRDC Board Member Joseph Montville speaks to participants of the
Agenda for Reconciliation conference in Caux, Switzerland in August 2004

Krister Stendahl
Mellon Professor of Divinity Emeritus
Harvard University

Marc Gopin, ex-officio
Director, CRDC

Sara Cobb, ex-officio
Director, ICAR
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CRDC has submitted over $4 million dollars in grant proposals from Septem-

ber 2003 to September 2005. Specific proposals are noted below.

Ford Foundation
‘Training the Trainers: Moderate Religious Women in Egypt, Israel and Pales-
tine’

Foundation for Middle East Peace

‘Training the Trainers: Israel/Palestine’

Smith Richardson Foundation

‘Religious Identity and Weak States’

United States Institute for Peace
‘American-Pakistani Inter-Muslim Dialogue’

United States Institute for Peace,
‘Coexistence, Peace and Change: Empowerment in the Midst of Repression’

US Agency for International Development
‘Enhancing Conflict Prevention Capacity in the Middle East: Training Semi-
nars on Religion and Conflict for Iraq, Israel/Palestine and Syria’

US Congress
‘Reducing Violence in the Name of Religion’

US State Department
‘Mindful Mediators Pilot Project’ (Sri Lanka)

US State Department
Towards Reducing the Barriers to Women's Political Participation in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa’
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