              George Mason University- Department  of Modern and Classical Languages-  Syllabus for Span 115- Spring 2012
The Basic Spanish Program consists of the introductory (1st semester) and intermediate (2nd semester) Spanish course. You will develop the basic listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and will be introduced to the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. 

What is expected. Classes will be conducted in Spanish. Grammar questions will be cleared up during the first 5 minutes of the class. Students will frequently be asked to work in pairs or small groups, and you are expected to make every attempt to communicate in Spanish. Students absent on any given day will receive a zero grade for participation for that day, and it is their responsibility to find out assignments from a classmate. You are required to do all the assignments listed under “after class” in your Course calendar on daily basis. Please print a copy from:  http://basicspanish.gmu.edu.At your instructor discretion, a few students at random will be asked to turn in the assignments for that particular day. It is recommended that students spend approx. 2-3 hours of preparation outside of class. No make-up homework or exams will be given. The lowest homework grade will be dropped at the end of the semester. In order to avoid interruptions, please turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering class.
Required Textbooks Student’s edition.  1. NEW! 1. Dos Mundos. 7th Ed. McGraw Hill  (with code access to the e-workbook) ISBN:0-077-996-739. (With used textbooks, the code will not work and you will need to purchase it separately). You will need a 2nd code that will be e-mailed to you by your instructor.   2. Practique el español. Kendall Hunt. ISBN 978-0-7575-6411-6.
Placement. If you have studied Spanish in high school (2+ yrs), you must take the placement test regardless of how long ago this took place. The only exception is for students enrolling  in Span 115 (former 105)AND have not learned the language outside of the classroom.

	If you
	You must take

	have never studied Spanish or have had less than 2 years of Spanish in high school AND have not learned Spanish outside of the classroom (e.g, by speaking Spanish at home, by living in a Spanish-speaking country)
	110

	have taken 2 years or more of Spanish in high school AND have not learned Spanish outside of the classroom (e.g, by speaking Spanish at home, by living in a Spanish-speaking country)
	the placement test (or 115)

	have learned Spanish outside of the classroom (e.g, by speaking Spanish at home, by living in a Spanish-speaking country)
	the placement test

	have completed one year of college Spanish or have tested into 3rd semester on the GMU placement test or the SAT-2
	210

	have tested into 4th semester on the GMU placement test or the SAT-2
	250

	have completed the equivalent of 101 at another college 
	or 115


ASSIGNMENTS: Check the Course Plan online. 1.Online Homework . Students will submit workbook assignments via www.ILRN Heinle.com on the due dates.2. Written assignments: a)Turn in typed and double-spaced the written compositions on the due dates with a word count. If you are absent, please email your assignments to the instructor before class time, and then submit a printed copy upon returning to class. 3.Oral presentations. There will be a total of two  role-plays (2-3 students) per group. A list of sample topics will  be provided. No notes are permitted. After each presentation, students are supposed to ask questions to the group that presented. No filmed presentations. Grading criteria are available online at http://basicspanish.gmu.edu and should be consulted well in advance. 

EXAMS. There will be a total of 2 exams (50 minutes each) and a final comprehensive exam (2 hours). The tests will assess the four language skills and a cultural question. Finals must be taken during the official scheduled time. Emergencies will be considered on one-to-one basis. ONLY if a student has scheduled 3 exams on the same day, please complete a request form from the department and submit it 3 weeks in advance to mquinta1@gmu.edu. 
	Attendance, preparation and participation during Mesas de Conversación, follow-up questions during Oral Presentations and randomly requested homework from your instructor)
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	Homework (online ILRN.heinle.com -Quia assignments) 
	20%
	

	Compositions
	10%
	

	2 exams and quizzes
	20%
	

	Oral presentations (2)
	20%
	

	Final  comprehensive exam
	10%
	

	        Total
	100%
	


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the University Catalog for a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic
integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas. Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all aspects of the class will be

conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions. When in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification.

GMU EMAIL ACCOUNTS. Students must activate their GMU email accounts to receive important University information, including messages related to this class.
OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS- formerly DRS) at 993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. http://ods.gmu.edu
OTHER USEFUL CAMPUS RESOURCES:

WRITING CENTER: A114 Robinson Hall; (703) 993-1200; http://writingcenter.gmu.edu
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES “Ask a Librarian”

http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html
COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES (CAPS): (703) 993-2380;

http://caps.gmu.edu
UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND CATALOG

The University Catalog, http://catalog.gmu.edu, is the central resource for university

policies affecting student, faculty, and staff conduct in university affairs. For university policies, please visit http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu
OTHER:
Get at least 2 names and contact information (e-mail address or phone numbers) of any of your classmates. Fill this in on the first day of class- this will give you someone to contact about questions other than the instructor.
Description Span 115-Dr. Marian Q.
Spring 2012
Page 1 of 1


