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· Article I safety

· All fencers are required to wear jacket, plastron and mask when doing any exercise with a weapon.  Failure to adhere to this can result in immediate expulsion from the fencing team.

· Women are required to wear a hard breast protector.

· All fencers must wear long pants or knickers to practice.  NO SHORTS, NO HOLES.

· All fencers must participate in team stretches at the beginning of each practice.

· Adhere to the club rules at all times regarding safety and conduct.

· Adhere to all statements made by club officers or coaches.
Article 2 the General Meeting

· There shall be a general meeting of the membership of GMUFC at the end of every semester.  

· In the general meeting of the Fall semester, the elections shall be held.

· The general meeting shall progress in the order that follows:

· Recap of the semester given by the club president.

· New Business that can be brought by any club members.  

· This includes issues for discussion, amendments to the By-laws, and all issues not mentioned elsewhere.

· General elections

· Every candidate shall have an opportunity to speak to the membership, after which there shall be a question and answer session, where all members can ask questions directed at individual candidates.

· After all members have spoken, then there shall be a secret ballot election for all positions that there is competition for.

· If there is only one candidate for a given position, then the current president may opt to have the vote for that specific position by a show of hands and vocal affirmation.  

· After the meeting, the secretary should review all of the ballots of determine who the winner is of each position, and have that information publicized in a timely manner.

· Article 3 the Board

· The Board shall consist of a president, vice-president / secretary, and a treasurer. 

· The Board is responsible for maintaining the overall smooth running, and growth of GMUFC.

· Any decision that must be made, shall be decided based on a 2/3 vote of the board.

· Elections

· The board will be elected at the end of the first semester of each school year.  They must be elected by the first day of December.

· The term will last for one calendar year.  From January 1, through December 31.

· The term of any officer will last until the end of his term, unless a recall election is called for, or the officer resigns.

· Any nominee must be able to complete their term as officer to be allowed to run.  A member may not run for “half” a term.

· There is no term limit for officers.

· President

· The responsibilities / powers of the president

· Is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of all GMUFC equipment. 

· Be in contact with the United States Fencing Association and making sure that GMUFC is in good standing with the USFA, and that it is an official club.

· Serve as delegate representing fencing to the board of club sports at GMU.

· Making a constant effort to obtain, and maintain professional coaching for GMUFC.

· Any decision requiring immediate action may be made by the president in the interest of the overall good of GMUFC.

· To oversee all club activities where he/she is present.

· Has final authority over all club decision unless there is a vote of the Executive committee or general membership.

· The requirements of President.

· To have been an active member of GMUFC for at least 3 semesters prior to taking office.

· To be in your sophomore year or later at GMU.

· To be capable of running a practice with no other coach present.  It is a requirement of the president that he be competent to run a practice in a productive manner.

· Vice-President

· The responsibilities / powers of the vice-president include:

· Arranging all GMU competitions, including transportation and lodging if necessary.

· Arranging all GMUFC practices, and obtaining a location for each practice

· Any decision requiring immediate action may be made by the vice president in the interest of the overall good of GMUFC if the president is not readily accessible.

· May recommend that the board considers any individual for expulsion.

· Maintaining written records of all club business, including but not limited to:

· Inventories of all equipment owned by GMUFC.

· Records and release forms of fencers who have borrowed equipment from GMUFC.

· Medical release forms of all members. 
· Requirements to be Vice President

· To have been an active member of GMUFC for at least 2 semesters prior to taking office.

· To be in at least the second semester of their freshman year or later at GMU.

· Treasure

· The responsibilities / powers of the Treasurer

· Maintain the financial stability of the GMUFC

· Keep records of all income and expenditures of GMUFC

· Is in charge or fundraising, and maximizing all profits for the club

· May recommend any member to the board for expulsion.

· Is a voting member of the board.

· Requirements to be treasurer

· Have been a member of the GMUFC for at least 1 semester prior to taking office.

· To be in the second semester of the freshman year or later as a student at GMU.

· Recall elections

· Should it become necessary to recall an officer during a year, any member may move for a recall election.

· To have a recall election, a member must bring a petition signed by 25% of the approximated membership of the club that clearly indicates the will to remove a specific club officer.

· If the general body wishes to remove 2 or more officers, there must be separate petitions for the removal of each individual officer.

· The approximated membership of the club shall be based on the average attendance of the most recent 5 practices.

· In the event of a recall election, there will be a new general election for each vacated position.

· The officer removed may run again for the same (or a different) position on the board.

· Article 5 Competition

· GMUFC is a competitive collegiate fencing club, and must be run as such.

· In all events that have a restricted number of entrants, i.e. duel meets, etc:

· The lineup shall be determined primarily by fence off.  However, it is the final decision of the president and coach as to who will compete in the name of GMUFC.

· Skill will be the primary factor in determining who competes for the team.  However, less accomplished fencers who are consistently at practice will be given deference over more accomplished fencers who do not come to practice.

· All members that want to participate in a given participation MUST be present at the 2 practices prior to that competition.  If they have good reason why they cannot attend, they must inform the club president in advance of that practice to still be eligible for the competition.

· In situations not black and white, the president shall use his or her discretion as to whether or not the member in question should be allowed to compete.

· Article 6 amendments to the By-laws.

· At the general meeting of the club at the end of each school year, any member may suggest an amendment to the bylaws be made.

· If the simple majority of the general membership agrees, then the Bylaws shall be so amended.

