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Valli- p. 8; Alida Valli (sometimes simply credited as Valli) was an Italian actress who 
appeared in over 100 films  
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alida_Valli 
 

 
 
 
Choctaw Cry- p. 11; Funerary ritual practiced by the Southeastern (Mississippi, Alabama, & 
Louisiana) Native American Choctaw tribe. Still practiced by some Choctaw today, a Funeral 
Cry usually takes places several weeks after the death of a Choctaw. At that time his family 
and friends gather together, and each in turn speaks about all the good things he knew about 
the deceased Choctaw. The Funeral Cry serves as a way to honor the deceased and celebrate 
the good that person did in his/her life 
 
http://www.ehow.com/about_4569011_choctaw-rituals.html 

Upon death, the body of the Choctaw was placed on a platform raised above the ground, 
either on posts or fastened high in trees but out in the clear enough that the breezes could 
pass on all sides of the body to help with the "ripening." Generally, one moon month (28 
days) was allowed for the body to become decomposed enough so that the Bonepicker 
could perform his part of the ceremony. While the body was "ripening," the family of the 
dead person prepared for the final ceremony and notified relatives and friends when the 
ceremony would be held. 

Relatives and friends would bring extra food for the funeral feast, and while the food was 
being prepared, the Bonepicker performed his services. He built a large fire, removing the 
flesh from the bones of the dead and destroying it in the flames. With his long, tough 
fingernails he removed all bits of decayed flesh, gristle and tendon from each bone and 
scraped it smooth. When all of the bones had been cleaned, they were placed into either a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alida_Valli
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bag made from animal skins or into a basket woven tightly from bamboo cane with a lid that 
fastened tightly. When the Bonepicker's job was completed, the family then invited relatives 
and friends present to partake of a funeral feast in memory of the departed. 

Following the feast, the bones were taken to the "bone house." Each Iksa or town had such 
a "bone house", and here the bones remained until the time of the "Festival of Mourning for 
the Dead." When the "Festival" time arrived, each family collected its bones from the bone 
house and transported them to the sacred mound. The mound was opened, the bones were 
placed inside and the mound again closed. After all the bones had been placed, the Festival 
of Mourning for the Dead was staged with feasting and religious dancing. 

http://www.tc.umn.edu/~mboucher/mikebouchweb/choctaw/burial1.htm 

 

Kitty - p. 15; A pool of money, especially one to which a number of people have contributed 
for a designated purpose 

http://www.tc.umn.edu/~mboucher/mikebouchweb/choctaw/burial1.htm
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http://www.thefreedictionary.com/kitty 

Schenleyõs (w/Seven Up)- p. 15 Schenley was a liquor company based out of New York, 
N.Y. with headquarters in the Empire State Building and a distillery in Lawrenceburg, 
Indiana. It owned several brands of Bourbon whiskey, including Schenley, The Old Quaker 
Company, Carstairs' White Seal, and possibly others. They also made a Canadian whisky 
called Black Velvet. Schenley's Black Velvet DeLuxe was the only liquor available to 
submarine officers at Midway in World War II, where it was held in low regard and known 
as "Schenley's Black Death. It was acquired by Guinness in 1987. Schenley had formerly 
imported Guinness into the United States. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schenley_Industries 

Pellagra- p. 19 a vitamin deficiency disease most commonly caused by a chronic lack of 
niacin (vitamin B3) in the diet. It can be caused by decreased intake of niacin, tryptophan, or 
perhaps leucine. It may also result from alterations in protein metabolism in disorders such 
as carcinoid syndrome. Reached epidemic proportions in the American South during the 
early 1900s. Pellagra can be common in people who obtain most of their food energy from 
maize (often called "corn"), notably rural South America where maize is a staple food. 
Indeed, pellagra was once endemic in the poorer states of the U.S. South, like Mississippi 
and Alabama, as well as among the inmates of jails and orphanages.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pellagra 

 

Willie McGee p. 19 

An excerpt from òMississippi: Justice and the Communistsó published in TIME magazine 
Monday, May 14, 1951  

On Nov. 1, 1945, Mrs. Troy Hawkins, 32, the wife of a Laurel, Miss. postal worker, was up 
most of the night with her small daughter, who was ill. It was 4 a.m. when Mrs. Hawkins 
finally snapped off the light and dozed off with her arm around her daughter. She was 
awakened by a man crawling up to the bed in the darkness. According to her testimony, after 
threatening to "cut your goddamed throat if you holler," the intruder raped her and fled.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York,_N.Y.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York,_N.Y.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrenceburg,_Indiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrenceburg,_Indiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourbon_whiskey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Old_Quaker_Company&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Old_Quaker_Company&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_whisky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Velvet_(whisky)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midway_Atoll
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitamin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deficiency_disease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niacin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tryptophan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leucine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carcinoid_syndrome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_energy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staple_food
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemic_(epidemiology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pellagra
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Important Clue. To police, Mrs. Hawkins could only describe her attacker as a Negro who 
had been drinking. But a neighbor came forward with a significant clue. At about 4:30 a.m., 
she had seen a Negro drive away in a grocery truck which had been parked near the Hawkins 
home. A truck had been reported missing by a grocery firm, along with Driver Willie 
McGee, who also had $20 of the firm's money. An alarm was sent out for McGee, a wiry, 
31-year-old father of four. He was arrested the next afternoon and, according to a deputy 
sheriff, confessed to the attack. Two Negroes were found who said they had been drinking 
with McGee until 3 a.m. on the morning of the crime.  

After a day-long trial, a jury took only 2½ minutes to find McGee guilty, and he was 
sentenced to death in the chair. But the Mississippi supreme court reversed the conviction 
on the ground that McGee had been tried in so electric an atmosphere that state Guardsmen 
with fixed bayonets had patrolled the courthouse to prevent trouble.  

McGee got a change of venue and a second trial, 30 miles away in Hattiesburg. Again he was 
sentenced to death. Again the sentence was reversed, this time on the ground that Negroes 
were excluded from grand-jury lists. By the third trial, the Communists were in control of 
Willie McGee's defense, and they submitted a new and ugly accusation: McGee had been 
intimate with the woman for several years and had been framed because he tried to break off 
the relationship. In the small (pop. 20,000) town of Laurel, there was utterly no evidence of 
such a relationship; and a physician had testified that Mrs. Hawkins had been raped. Willie 
McGee was again sentenced to death. The Mississippi supreme court, calling the charges 
against Mrs. Hawkins a "revolting insinuation and plainly not supported," denied a third 
appeal. Willie McGee had not taken the stand in his own defense in any of the three trials.  
Petitions. All last week, petitions to save Willie McGee's life poured in on Dixiecrat 
Governor Fielding Wright. Many an honest person who recognized the Communist tactics 
also urged clemency for McGee. Fundamental point in their plea: no white man has ever 
been executed for rape in Mississippi.  Willie McGee had received two reprieves from 
Supreme Court Justices, but now the court turned him down. He shuffled into the same 
courtroom in Laurel where he was first tried, and sat down in Mississippi's portable electric 
chair. The powerful generator that supplied lethal current to the chair whined away. Within a 
few minutes, Willie McGee was dead. 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,935215-1,00.html 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,935215-1,00.html
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Luminal tablets- p. 24 Phenobarbital (INN ) or phenobarbitone (former BAN) is a 
barbiturate, first marketed as Luminal by Friedr. Bayer et comp. It is the most widely used 
anticonvulsant worldwide and the oldest still commonly used. It also has sedative and 
hypnotic properties.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenobarbital 

Hoosegow- p. 25; a jail  

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/hoosegow 

Wop- p. 25; an American English pejorative ethnic slur for an Italian. It is derived from the 
Neapolitan word "guappo" (often pronounced simply as "guap'" in the regional dialect), 
meaning a person who flaunts an overbearingly cocky and swaggering attitude.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wop 

Jim Crow Laws- p. 26; state and local laws in the United States enacted between 1876 and 
1965. They mandated de jure segregation in all public facilities, with a supposedly "separate 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Nonproprietary_Name
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Approved_Name
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbiturate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luminal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anticonvulsant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypnotic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pejorative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnic_slur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neapolitan_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_jure
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_segregation_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Separate_but_equal
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but equal" status for black Americans. In reality, this led to treatment and accommodations 
that were usually inferior to those provided for white Americans, systematizing a number of 
economic, educational and social disadvantages. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_crow_laws 

Diamond T Truck - p. 31; The Diamond T was an American automobile manufactured in 
Chicago from 1905 until 1911 by the Diamond T Motor Car Company. It was a powerful 
touring car (models up to 70 hp were available). The company later became known for its 
trucks. By 1967, as a subsidiary of White Motor Company, it was merged with Reo Motor 
Company to become Diamond Reo Trucks, Inc. During World War 2, Diamond T 
produced a classic heavy truck in the 980/981, a prime mover which was quickly snapped up 
by the British Purchasing Commission for duty as a tank transporter tractor. Coupled with a 
Rogers trailer, the Diamond T tank transporter gave sterling service with the British Army in 
North Africa Campaign, where its power and rugged construction allowed the rescue of 
damaged tanks in the most demanding of conditions, often under enemy fire. Diamond T 
manufactured two pickup trucks: the Model 80 and the Model 201. Both pickups were 
powered by the Hercules QX-series 6 cylinder engines.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_T

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_American
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Touring_car
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Motor_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reo_Motor_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reo_Motor_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_Reo_Trucks,_Inc.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_mover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Purchasing_Commission
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank_transporter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_T_tank_transporter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Africa_Campaign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_T
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_T
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_T
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òbucking for sergeantó- p. 32; to strive for a promotion or some other advantage 

 http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Bucking 

Dago- p. 42; a highly offensive term for somebody of Italian, Spanish, or Portuguese birth 
or descent  

http://encarta.msn.com/dictionary_1861602423/definition.html 

Core Ingrata & Come Le Rose- p. 43; Italian songs  

September Morn- p. 49; On a September morning in 1912, French painter Paul Chabas 
finished the painting he had been working on for three consecutive summers. Thus 
completed, it was aptly titled "Matinee de Septembre" (September Morn). As was typical of 
his style, the painting was of young maiden posed nude in a natural setting. This time the icy 
morning waters of Lake Annecy in Upper Savoy formed the natural setting and the maiden 
was a local peasant girl. The head, however, had been painted from the sketch of a young 
American girl, Julie Phillips (later Mrs. Thompson), which he had made while she and her 
mother were sitting in a Paris cafe. Apparently, he had found her profile to be exactly what 
he was looking for. The completed painting was then sent off to the Paris Salon of 1912 to 
be exhibited. Although the painting won Mr. Chabas the Medal of Honor, it caused no flurry 
of attention. Hoping to find a buyer, the artist shipped the painting overseas to an American 
gallery. 

It was here in America that the painting was destined to receive undreamed of publicity and 
popularity. One day in May of 1913, displayed in the window of a Manhattan art gallery, it 
caught the eye of Anthony Comstock, head of the New York Society for the Suppression of 
Vice. Horrified by what he saw, he stormed into the store, flashed his badge, and roared: 
"There's too little morn and too much maid. Take her out!" The gallery manager, however, 
refused to do so. The ensuing controversy was given wide publicity by the press and the 
painting was simultaneously denounced and defended across the entire country. Meanwhile, 
curious crowds filled the street outside the shop straining to see the painting that caused 
such a stir. 

Soon enterprising entrepreneurs were reproducing September Morn on everything 
conceivable: calendars, postcards, candy boxes, cigar bands, cigarette flannels, pennants, 
suspenders, bottle openers, and more. Purity leagues tried to suppress it. Postcard 

http://www.bullworks.net/virtual/display/septmorn.htm
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reproductions were forbidden in the mails. The painting became the object of stock show 
gags and even inspired an anonymous couplet that swept the country, "Please don't think 
I'm bad or bold, but where itõs deep it's awful cold." 

The painting went back to Paul Chabas who sold it to a Russian collector for the ruble 
equivalent of $10,000. After the Russian Revolution it turned up in Paris in the Gulbenkian 
Collection. Ultimately the painting was purchased by Philadelphia Main Liner William Coxe 
Wright and donated to Manhattan's Metropolitan Museum in 1957 after being refused by the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art because it had no significance in the twentieth century stream 
of art. Its estimated market value in 1957 was $30,000. The painting still hangs in the 
Metropolitan Museum as an example of 20th century French works and reproductions can 
be purchased in the museum's gift shop. 

http://www.bullworks.net/ffg/sptmrn/sptmrn.html 

 

Slew footing- p. 54; 1)any player who uses his feet to knock an opponentõs skates out from 
under him with a kicking or leg dragging motion from behind 2) awkward or clumsy 

http://www.afterthewhistle.com/en/Rules/20022003/slewfooting02.htm 

Seagramõs- p. 67; The Seagram Company Ltd. was a large corporation headquartered in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada that was the largest distiller of alcoholic beverages in the world.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seagram 

7 and 7- p. 70; a mixed alcoholic drink containing Seagram's Seven Crown Blended Whiskey 
and 7-Up. It is similar to the popular whiskey sour.  

 Fill a highball glass with ice cubes.  

 Add 3 imperial fluid ounces (85 mL) Seagram's Seven Crown Whiskey 

 Add 3 imperial fluid ounces (85 mL) 7 Up 

 Garnish with lemon wedge (optional) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_and_7 

 

 

http://www.bullworks.net/ffg/sptmrn/sptmrn.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montreal,_Quebec
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distilled_beverage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seagram%27s_Seven_Crown
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whiskey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7-Up
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whiskey_sour
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highball_glass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemon
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Orpheus Myth 

In Greek mythology, poet and musician, the son of the muse Calliope and Apollo, god of 
music, or Oeagrus, king of Thrace. He was given the lyre by Apollo and became such an 
excellent musician that he had no rival among mortals. When Orpheus played and sang, he 
moved everything animate and inanimate. His music enchanted the trees and rocks and 
tamed wild beasts, and even the rivers turned in their course to follow him. 

Orpheus is best known for his ill-fated marriage to the lovely nymph Eurydice. Soon after 
the wedding the bride was stung by a viper and died. Overwhelmed with grief, Orpheus 
determined to go to the underworld and try to bring her back, something no mortal had 
ever done. Hades, the ruler of the underworld, was so moved by his playing that he gave 
Eurydice back to Orpheus on the one condition that he not look back until they reached 
the upper world. Orpheus could not control his eagerness, however, and as he gained the 
light of day he looked back a moment too soon, and Eurydice vanished. In his despair, 
Orpheus forsook human company and wandered in the wilds, playing for the rocks and 
trees and rivers. Finally a fierce band of Thracian women, who were followers of the god 
Dionysus, came upon the gentle musician and killed him. When they threw his severed head 
in the river Hebrus, it continued to call for Eurydice, and was finally carried to the shore of 
Lesbos, where the Muses buried it. After Orpheus's death his lyre became the constellation 
Lyra.  

 

"ORPHEUS," 2009. History.com. 11 Nov 2009, 06:18 
http://www.history.com/encyclopedia.do?articleId=218297. 

 

 

 

Clarksdale, MS Facts 

In 1950 the Coahoma County population was 49,361 

In 1960 the population was 46,212 

 

Clarksdale is the county seat of Coahoma County, MS and located on the Sunflower River. 
Named after founder and resident John Clark, it was known in the early 20th century, as the 
"Golden Buckle in the Cotton Belt" and was home to a mixture of Lebanese, Italian, 
Chinese and Jewish immigrants along with African-Americans and white plantation owners. 
The city received a historic marker as a site on the Mississippi Blues Trail by the Mississippi 
Blues Commission in recognition of its importance in the development of the blues in 

http://www.history.com/encyclopedia.do?articleId=218297
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_Blues_Trail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues
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Mississippi. At the time of The Great Migration, Clarksdale was the first to welcome Delta 
farmhands, as well as their musicians and entertainers, on their plight out of the oppressive 
sharecropping system of the rural plantations and farmlands. Clarksdale became the first 
urban center of the blues and it makes the most of that fact even today. The Mississippi 
Deltaõs first blues museum, The Delta Blues Museum, and one of its first yearly blues 
festivals, The Sunflower River Blues Festival, are both located there.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarksdale,_Mississippi 

http://www.clarksdaletourism.com/theblues.htm 

 

Character Descriptions 

Dolly Hamma- is the wife of Dog. She gossips with her friend Beulah and seems to take 
pleasure in the misfortunes of others. 

Beulah Binnings- middle-aged wife of Pee Wee. She gossips with Dolly about local events 
and people, and she plays an important role in the prologue, where her monologue serves to 
inform the audience about the tragic story of Lady's father. 

Pee Wee Binnings- small, red-faced planter who keeps company with Dog Hamma. 
During Val's confrontation with the sheriff, he menaces Val with a knife. 

Dog Hamma- is Dolly's husband and a friend of Pee Wee Binnings. After Val is accused of 
misconduct with Vee Talbott, Dog joins with Sheriff Talbott and Pee Wee to harass Val. He 
rips Val's shirt open, then grabs his guitar. Dog is also one of the men who murder Val. 

Carol Cutrere- David's younger sister. She looks over thirty years old and likes to gain 
attention by her appearance. Her face and lips are powdered white, her eyes are outlined 
with black pencil, and her eyelids are painted blue. She admits to Val that she is an 
exhibitionist who wants to be noticed. She likes to drink and dance and expects to get her 
way, but she is also, in spite of her exhibitionism, vulnerable and lonely. Her family is the 
oldest and most distinguished in the area, but she is unpopular in the county. Some years 
earlier she was involved in civil rights campaigning and, after going on a protest walk 
wearing nothing but a potato sack, she was arrested for vagrancy. As a result, she is not 
allowed to stay in the county overnight. The local people gossip maliciously about her, 
calling her corrupt and degraded. She once met Val in New Orleans, and when he appears in 
town, she tries to get to know him better, but he is not interested in her. She entices him out 
on the ruse that her car needs fixing, and Val returns wiping lipstick off his mouth and face. 
But, it is clear he rejected her advances. After Val's murder, Carol takes his snakeskin jacket 
as a reminder of the wild freedom he represented. 

Eva Temple- is an elderly spinster who, like her sister, is curious about other people's 
business. 



  13 

Sister Temple- is Eva's sister. They are so similar that sometimes people cannot tell them 
apart. 

Uncle Pleasant- is a black man, part Choctaw Indian, who comes from Blue Mountain, MS. 
His ragged clothes are decorated with talismans and good luck charms and his skin is painted 
with white cryptic symbols. The locals call him the Conjure Man and regard him as crazy. 
When he enters the store, he frightens away the Temple sisters and Dolly. Carol knows how 
to talk to him and gets him to give the Choctaw cry, a series of wild barking sounds. It is the 
Conjure Man who brings the murdered Val's jacket back into the store, and his "secret 
smile" is the last action of the play before the curtain falls. 

òValó Xavier- Valentine Xavier is a wandering singer and musician of about thirty who is 
described in the stage directions as having a wild beauty about him. He wears a snakeskin 
jacket, mottled white, black, and gray. In the bars of New Orleans where he sang and lived 
wildly, he was known simply as Snake-skin. Val always carries a guitar with him, and he 
describes it as his "life's companion." Music saves him whenever he gets into a bad situation. 
The guitar itself is covered with the autographs of famous blues singers. Val is a free spirit 
who does not fit into conventional society, and it is significant that the Choctaw cry given by 
the Conjure Man, a cry of wild intensity, coincides with Val's first entrance. Val was raised in 
a place called Witches' Bayou, and he claims to have unusual powers of self-control. He can 
hold his breath for three minutes, stay awake for forty-eight hours, and not urinate for a day. 
He also claims that his body temperature is two degrees higher than normal, like a dog's. He 
left Witches' Bayou when he was in his teens and drifted to New Orleans, where he soon 
found that women were irresistibly drawn to him, but he eventually tired of their attentions 
and of the dissipated life he was leading. Val is basically a good-hearted man who has insight 
into the deeper longings of life. He can sense what others really need and desire, and he 
knows how to give comfort when it is needed. He himself says that although he has lived 
among corruption (in New Orleans), he is not corrupted. In Two River County, however, 
people find his manner sexually suggestive, although he does nothing deliberately to cultivate 
this impression. However, because he is an artistic spirit who does not fit into the accepted 
ways of thought and action, and because he allows himself to be drawn into an affair with 
Lady Torrance, he is hunted down by the men of the town. 

Vee Talbott- the wife of Sheriff Talbott, is a heavy, sexually frustrated woman in her forties. 
She is a visionary painter and claims to have been blinded by a vision of the risen Christ. She 
finds in Val a sympathetic listener. It was Vee who first befriended Val when his car broke 
down in a storm and he needed a place to stay. 

Lady Torrance- is probably in her late thirties and still has a youthful figure. She is a 
passionate, emotional woman of Italian ancestry, whose state of mind borders on hysteria 
when she is under pressure. Physically tense, she must take pills to sleep at night. Lady is also 
lonely and bitter. She feels she has wasted her life, having been married for twenty years to 
Jabe, a man she hates. She was rushed into the marriage after she was jilted by her first lover, 
David Cutrere. Lady was pregnant with David's baby at the time, and she had an abortion. 
She still has hard feelings about David, and when she meets him again, she says he must 
never return to the store. Lady has also had to endure another tragedy. Her Italian immigrant 
father died in a blaze deliberately set at his orchard by a mob. She did not know it at the 
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time, but finds out during the course of the play that Jabe was the leader of the mob. Lady 
has not forgotten her father and remodels the confectionery in the store so that it resembles 
his wine garden. It is her way of showing that she has not been defeated; she is determined 
to triumph over adversity. Lady feels liberated by her relationship with Val and becomes 
pregnant by him, and she exults in the fact that she is able to bear a child. 

Jabe Torrance- is gaunt and sick-looking, with a gray and yellow appearance. He returns 
home from cancer surgery in Memphis, but he is not expected to live. Jabe dominates his 
wife Lady, and keeps banging on the floor of his upstairs bedroom to get her to come up to 
him. He dislikes her as much as she dislikes him, which has been the case for many years. 
Lady married him only because he had money. At the end of the play, Jabe shoots Lady to 
death and then calls in a mob to kill Val. 

Sheriff Talbott- is Vee's husband, a rough, bullying man who twice catches his wife and Val 
touching each other in ways that appear to him inappropriate. After the second occasion, he 
interrogates Val and then tells him he must be out of the county by sunrise. 

David Cutrere- Carol's brother. He is tall and handsome, but with a hard look about his 
face and eyes. A plantation owner, he married a rich girl and now drives a Cadillac. Twenty 
years earlier, he had a romance with Lady Torrance, but he rejected her, breaking her heart in 
the process. He and Lady have an emotional confrontation in which Lady tells him that 
when he jilted her, she was pregnant. He did not know this before and claims to have little 
memory of their affair. 

Nurse Porter- is the caregiver for Jabe Torrance after he returns from the hospital. She has 
the false cheeriness of someone used to caring for the dying, and she is mean-spirited. She 
and Lady quarrel when she indignantly rejects Lady's suggestion that Jabe be given a fatal 
dose of morphine. Has bright pink/orange hair, clad in starched white.  

http://www.answers.com/topic/orpheus-descending-play-2 

 

ˋHeavenly Grass by Tennessee Williamsˌ 

My feet took a walk in heavenly grass.  
All day while the sky shone clear as glass.  
My feet took a walk in heavenly grass,  
All night while the lonesome stars rolled past.  
Then my feet come down to walk on earth,  
And my mother cried when she give me birth.  
Now my feet walk far and my feet walk fast,  
But they still got an itch for heavenly grass.  
But they still got an itch for heavenly grass. 
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Valõs Guitar Musicians  

Leadbelly- Huddie William Ledbetter; (January 1888 ð December 6, 1949) was an American 
folk musician, notable for his strong vocals, his virtuosity on the 12-string guitar, and the 
songbook of folk standards he introduced. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadbelly 

 

King Oliver- Joe "King" Oliver (December 19, 1885 ð April 10, 1938) was a jazz cornet 
player and bandleader. He was particularly noted for his playing style, pioneering the use of 
mutes. Also a notable composer, he wrote many tunes still played regularly, including 
"Dippermouth Blues", "Sweet Like This", "Canal Street Blues", and "Doctor Jazz". He was 
the mentor and teacher of Louis Armstrong. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Oliver 

 

Bessie Smith- (April 15, 1894 ð September 26, 1937) was an American blues singer. 
Sometimes referred to as "The Empress of the Blues", Smith was the most popular female 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_string_guitar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadbelly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandleader
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mute_(music)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Oliver
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues
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blues singer of the 1920s and 1930s. She is often regarded as one of the greatest singers of 
her era, and along with Louis Armstrong, a major influence on subsequent jazz vocalists. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Smith 

 

Blind Lemon Jefferson- (September 24, 1893 ð December 12?, 1929) was a blues singer 
and guitarist from Texas. He was one of the most popular blues singers of the 1920s, and 
has been titled "Father of the Texas Blues".Jefferson's singing and self-accompaniment were 
distinctive as a result of his high-pitched voice and originality on the guitar. He was not 
influential on some younger blues singers of his generation, as they did not seek to imitate 
him as they did other commercially successful artists. However, later blues and rock and roll 
musicians attempted to imitate both his songs and his musical style. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blind_Lemon_Jefferson 
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Woody Guthrie- Woodrow Wilson "Woody" Guthrie (July 14, 1912 ð October 3, 1967) is 
best known as an American singer-songwriter and folk musician, whose musical legacy 
includes hundreds of political, traditional and children's songs, ballads and improvised 
works. He frequently performed with the slogan This Machine Kills Fascists displayed on his 
guitar. His best-known song is "This Land Is Your Land", which is regularly sung in 
American schools. Many of his recorded songs are archived in the Library of Congress. 
Guthrie traveled with migrant workers from Oklahoma to California and learned traditional 
folk and blues songs. Many of his songs are about his experiences in the Dust Bowl era 
during the Great Depression, earning him the nickname the "Dust Bowl 
Troubadour".Throughout his life Guthrie was associated with United States communist 
groups, though he was never an actual member of any. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woody_Guthrie 

 

Jelly Roll Morton- Ferdinand "Jelly Roll" Morton (1880s ð July 10, 1941) was an American 
ragtime and early jazz pianist, bandleader and composer.Widely recognized as a pivotal 
figure in early jazz, Morton claimed, in self-promotional hyperbole, to have invented jazz 
outright in 1902. Morton was the first serious composer of jazz, naming and popularizing 
the "Spanish tinge" of exotic rhythms and penning such standards as "Wolverine Blues", 
"Black Bottom Stomp", and "Buddy Bolden's Blues". 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jelly_Roll_Morton 
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Tenessee Williams Biography 

 

Born Thomas Lanier Williams March 26, 1911 in Columbus, Mississippi, Tenessee Williams 
was to become an American playwright who received many of the top theatrical awards for 
his works of drama.  

Childhood 

Williamsõ childhood was turbulent to say the least. The family moved several times before he 
was 10 (finally settling in Missouri) and his brother Dakin was often favored by their abusive 
father, perhaps because of Tennessee's illness and convalescence as a child. Sister Rose was 
diagnosed with schizophrenia at a young age and institutionalized, spending most of her 
adult life in mental hospitals. She would later undergo a a prefrontal lobotomy that 
incapacitated her for the rest of her life. Williamsõmother, Edwina Dakin, had aspirations as 
a genteel southern lady and was smothering, possibly having had a mood disorder. He would 
later find inspiration in his problematic family for much of his writing. 

In 1927, at age 16, he won third prize (five dollars) for an essay published in Smart Set, a 
literary magazine, entitled "Can a Good Wife Be a Good Sport?" A year later, he published 
"The Vengeance of Nitocris" in Weird Tales. 

In the early 1930s Williams attended the University of Missouri, later transferring to 
Washington University in St. Louis and finally earning a degree in 1938 from the University 
of Iowa. By this time he had already written several plays including Spring Storm and Cairo, 
Shanghai, Bombay!  

Career 

In 1939, he moved to the French Quarter to write for the Works Progress Administration 
(part of the New Deal). It was there he changed his name to Tenessee (his fatherõs 
birthplace)  and lived at 722 Toulouse Street, the setting of his 1977 play Vieux Carré. He 
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began writing A Streetcar Named Desire (1947) while there and finished it later in Key West, 
Florida, where he moved in the 1940s. While in New Orleans, Williams met and fell in love 
with Frank Merlo, a second generation Sicilian American who had served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. It was this stable influence that aided Williams prolifity. Some of his 
most famous plays, including The Glass Menagerie (1944), Streetcar (1947), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
(1955), and Night of the Iguana (1961) were written during this period. The couple was 
together until Merloõs death from cancer in 1963.  

Death 

Williams died on February 24, 1983 in New York after choking on an eyedrop bottle cap in 
his hotel room. He would routinely place the cap in his mouth, lean back, and place his 
eyedrops in each eye.The police report, however, suggested his use of drugs and alcohol 
contributed to his death. Toxic drugs including barbiturates were found in the room, and 
Williams' gag response may have been diminished by the effects of drugs and alcohol. 

Familial Influence 

Characters in his plays are often seen as representations of his family members. The "mad 
heroine" theme that appeared in many of his plays seemed clearly influenced by his sister. 
Laura Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie was understood to be modeled on her, as was Blanche 
DuBois in A Streetcar Named Desire. Amanda Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie was generally 
seen to represent Williams' mother. Characters such as Tom Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie 
and Sebastian in Suddenly, Last Summer were understood to represent Williams himself. In 
addition, he used a lobotomy operation as a motif in Suddenly, Last Summer. 

Awards 

He won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama for A Streetcar Named Desire in 1948 and for Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof in 1955. In addition, The Glass Menagerie (1945) and The Night of the Iguana (1961) 
received New York Drama Critics' Circle Awards. His 1952 play The Rose Tattoo received the 
Tony Award for best play. In 1980 he was presented with the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
by President Jimmy Carter. 

All information from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee_Williams 

Inspiration/History for Orpheus Descending 

It was on a road trip from Los Angeles to St. Louis where the idea for Battle of Angels (1940), 
the origin of Orpheus Descending would begin to take shape. òAs [Williams] passed through 
Taos [New Mexico] and the many languid southern cities on his way home, he could picture 
Val Xavier arriving in the rural town of Two Rivers in the Mississippi Delta, hoping to 
escape from the dissolute lifestyle of New Orleansó (Leverich 381). òNamed after a Williams 
ancestor, Valentine Sevier, the pseudonym [Williams] had considered before he chose 
Tennessee Williamséthe love that the name Valentine suggests, combined with the sanctity 
of Xavier, symbolizes the conflict bewteen the sensual and the spiritualéó (Leverich 381). 
Heavily influenced by D.H. Lawrence, Angels bore a striking resemblance òto Lady Chatterleyõs 
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Lover in its basic situation of Myra [Lady] (Lady Chatterley), Val (Melors the gatekeeper), 
Jabe (Clifford the invalid husband), but what sets Battle of Angels apart from Lady Chatterleyõs 
Lover is the violence of the conflict and its tragic denouement- in short, its intense 
dramatizationó (Leverich 383). Williams himself would later write, òthe stage or setting of 
this drama was the country of my childhood. Onto it I projected the violent symbols of my 
adolescence. It was a synthesis of the two parts of my life already passed through. And so 
the history of the play begins anterior to the impulse to write it. It begins as far back as I can 
remember, in the mysterious landscape of the Delta country, the smoky quality of light in the 
late afternoons when I, as a child, accompanied my grandfather, an Episcopal clergy man, on 
seemingly endless rounds of rural parishonerséa lady named Laura Young, a bright misty 
lady who was the beginning of Myra Torrance- even that long ago...dressed in checkered silk. 
She had a high, clear voice: a cataract of water. Something about her made me think of 
cherries and she was very beautiful. She was something cool and green in a sulphurous 
landscape. But there was a shadow upon her. There was something the matter with heró 
(Leverich 383). When the Theatre Guild came calling, Williams gladly accepted their offer to 
produce his play. Little did he know the obstacles that awaited him.  Those in charge of the 
production demanded constant rewrites, and the English director, Margaret Webster, who 
was more accustomed to putting on Shakespeare, found the specificity of the deep South 
hard to wrap her head around.  It being his first professionally produced play, Williams 
crumbled under the pressure.  When the play opened in Boston, it failed with audiences and 
critics alike. Williams did not let the disappointment get him down for long though. Between 
other more successful plays, the playwright reworked the piece, finally retitling it Orpheus 
Descending. It opened on Broadway on March 21, 1957 to moderate success and closed May 
18th of the same year. A film version titled The Fugitive Kind was directed by Sidney Lumet 
in 1959 and another adaptation starring Vanessa Redgrave was made for TV in 1990. In 
addition, òa London revival in 1988émet with extraordinary successéó (Leverich 396).  

Leverich, Lyle. Tom: The Unknown Tennessee Williams. New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 
1995.   

Stills from ôThe Fugtive Kindõ (1959) & Arena Stage playbill art 
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