CTCH 601-001 (#71686):  THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Fall 2008

Monday, 7:20-10:00 p.m.

Innovation Hall, Room 316

Ron Buchanan, Ph.D.

rbuchanan@nvcc.edu (preferred)   or   rbuchan2@gmu.edu
(put CTCH 601 in subject line)

703.257.6681 (voice)     703.257.6582 (fax)

BASIC INFORMATION
Course Description

“Studies institutional character of the community college, including history, purpose, clientele, organization, finance, and social function.  Studies issues currently faced by community colleges” (GMU University Catalog, 2008-2009).  To expand this point, the course provides an immersion into the literature and practices of the community college movement by examining such topics as these: the institutional character of community colleges, the history of community colleges, their purposes, their clientele, their organization and financing, their students and faculty, and their community involvement including workforce development.  Throughout the semester, we will address current issues in community colleges, significant persons, and the future for community colleges both locally and nationally.

Texts

Cohen, A. M., & Brawer, F. B. (2003).  The American community college (4th ed.).  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass.

O’Banion, T. (Ed.).  (1997).  A learning college for the 21st Century.  Phoenix:  Oryx Press.  

Townsend, B. K. & Dougherty, K. J. (Eds.).  (2006).  Community college missions in the 21st Century.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass.

Recommended Supplemental Materials (not required, but helpful):
APA Style Manual

A good, reliable, recent dictionary

A good, reliable writing manual such as one of the following:

Hacker, D.  (2007).  A writer’s reference (6th ed.).  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s.

Strunk, W., Jr.  (2006).  The elements of style: the original edition.  Dover Press. 

Brown. R. M. (1989).  Starting from scratch: a different kind of writer’s manual.  New York: Bantam. 

Expected Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students should be able to perform the following tasks:

1. Converse and write intelligently about community colleges and issues related to them

2. Appreciate of the complexity of community colleges, their relationships to other levels of education, and their role in the community.

3. Review and build communication, writing, research, and citation skills.

Course Requirements

Throughout the course, students will perform the following activities that contribute to determining their respective final course grade:

1. Use print and electronic resources for data gathering and discussions.

2. Participate actively in class discussions, cohort activities, and any chat group.

3. Prepare a research report on a current issue in the community college (see below for additional information).

4. Participate in and help develop a cohort presentation.

5. Prepare response papers to guiding questions for weekly reading assignments.

6. Write a final examination response.

For more information about specific work activities, see the Work Assignments section below.
Course Policies

All policies of the George Mason University Catalog and the Higher Education Program Handbook are in effect in this class.  General information regarding the Higher Education Program, including handbooks, can be found at www.highered.gmu.edu.

The GMU Honor Code governs all work:  “To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Manson University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the university community, have set for this honor code: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.”  Refer to the Honor Code on-line at http://www.gmu.edu/mlstudents/
GMU student information and resources can be found at http://www.gmu.edu/mlstudents/.

Any student with a disability and needing academic accommodations must, first, contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703.993.2474 and, then, notify me.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through the DRC; students must inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester, and the specific accommodations approved in writing by the DRC will be provided to the extent that they do not substantively alter the course content or student outcomes.

Work Assignments & Contribution to Final Grade
Response Questions (two @ 1/12 each):  For each week’s readings, a response question is provided.  During the course of the semester, you may select any two questions and prepare a written personal response to be presented at the beginning of that week’s class meeting.  This response should reflect your position and/or thoughts regarding the topic, and it should address some point(s) raised in that weeks reading assignment.  The response should reflect the characteristics of acceptable standard written English as expected of and exemplified by graduate students.  Each response should be no less than 2/3 page and no more than 1 page in length.
Book Review (1/6 of final grade; due during Wk #10):  Select one of the books from the list below (if none is acceptable, confer with me), and prepare a review of the book that is no more than 1,000 words in length.  The review should provide the following information somewhere in its content:

1. Put the work in the context of similar/comparable/equivalent works by other authors.

2. Put the work in the context of the author’s/editor’s prior work.

3. Summarize the work’s major points or arguments or goals.  Items 1-3 should consume no more than 50-65% of the total review.
4. Evaluate the work.  This section should be the balance of the review and consider the following questions and other that may not be listed:

a. What are the book’s strengths and weaknesses either in arguments or proofs?

b. Is the book redundant of other works?  Does it contribute anything new?

c. Even if it is redundant, should the book exist, or is it a waste of trees and/or electronic energy?

d. Even if it is worthwhile, does the book suffer from distractions?

The review should be prepared according to the writing guidelines noted below and reflect the characteristics of acceptable standard written English as expected of and exemplified by graduate students.  The review will be submitted electronically.
The following list of recent books covers various issues related to community colleges; you should select from this list or consult with me if you wish to review some book not on the list:
· Alfred, R., Schults, C. and Seybert, J.  Core indicators of effectiveness for community colleges, 3rd ed.  AACC. 2007

· Bailey, T. and Morest, V. S.  Defending the community college equity agenda.  Baltimore: John Hopkins U P.  2006.

· Bower. B. L. and Hardy, K. P., eds.  From distance education to e-learning: lessons along the way.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2005.

· Bragg, D. D. and Barnett, E. A., eds. Academic pathways to and from the community college.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2006.

· Cloud, R. C. and Kater, S. T., eds.  Governance in the community college: new directions for community colleges.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2008.

· Farnsworth, K. A. and Bevis, T. B.  A fieldbook for Community college online instructors.  Community College Press.  2007.

· Filene, P.  The joy of teaching: a practical guide for new college instructors.  Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina P.  2005.

· Floyd, D. L., Skolnik, M. L. and Walker. K. P.  The community college baccalaureate: emerging trends and policy issues.  Stylus. 2004.

· Helfgot, S. R. and Culp. M. M., eds. Community college student affairs: what really matters.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 2005.

· Katsinas, S. G. and Palmer, J. C., eds.  Sustaining financial support for community colleges: New directions for community colleges.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 2006.

· Laden, B. V.  Serving minority populations.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2004.

· Lester, J., ed.  Gendered perspectives on community college.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2008.

· Levin, S.   Globalizing the community college: strategies for change in the Twenty-first Century.  New York: PALGRAVE. 2002

· Levin, J. S., Kater, S. T. and Wagoner, R. L.  Community college faculty: at work in the new economy.  PALGRAVE. 2006.

· Lyons, R. E., Kysilka, M. L. and Pawlas, G. E. The adjunct professor's guide to success: surviving and thriving in the college classroom.  New York: Allyn & Bacon.  1997.

· Maeroff, G. I., Callan, P. M. and Usdan, M. D., eds. The learning connection: new partnerships between schools and colleges.  Oryx.  2001.
· McPhail, C. J.  Establishing & sustaining learning-centered community colleges.  AACC. 2005.

· Mellow, G. O. and Heelan, C.  Minding the dream: the process and practice of the American community college.  Rowman & Littlefield.  2008

· Myran, G.  Leadership strategies for community college.  Community College Press.  2003.

· Nilson, L. B.  The graphic syllabus and the outcomes map: communicating your course.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2007.
· Roueche, J. E. et al.  The creative community college: leading change through innovation.  Austin: Community College Press.  2008.

· Romano, R., ed.  Internationalizing the community college.  Community College Press.  2002.

· Serban, A. M. and Friedlander, J., eds.  Developing and implementing assessment of student learning outcomes.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  2004.

· Townsend, B. and Bragg, D., eds.  ASHE reader on community colleges, 3rd. ed.  Pearson. 2005. 

· Wallin, D. L.  Adjunct faculty in community colleges: an academic administrator's guide to recruiting, supporting, and retaining great teachers.  Bolton, MA: Anker.  2005.

Mid-term Question (1/6 of final grade; due during Wk #7):  At the class meeting for Wk #6, each class member will receive a question that will constitute the mid-term assessment.  The answer to this question should reflect a comprehensive view of community colleges and should present a balanced review of the issue provided.  It should reflect the characteristics of acceptable standard written English as expected of and exemplified by graduate students.  The mid-term response will be submitted electronically; length should be 1,250 words maximum.
Final Examination (1/6 of final grade; in-class preparation during Wk #17):  On the designated evening for the examination, each student will receive a question that will constitute the final assessment.  The answer to this question should reflect a comprehensive view of community colleges and should present a balanced review of the issue provided.  It should reflect the characteristics of acceptable standard written English as expected of and exemplified by graduate students. While this assignment carries no specific length, the response should reflect the quality typical for impromptu planning and writing.
Research Paper (1/3 of final grade; due during Wk#14):  The research paper is a near-the-end-of-term project that should tie together many of the topics and issued discussed in this course.  It should be 8-10 typed, double-spaced pages in length (body text, not title page or after matter like references or appendages).  It should follow an appropriate style format, either APA (preferably) or MLA.  Typeface should be either 12-point Arial or 12-point Times Roman; margins should be one inch on top, right, and bottom, and one-and-one-half inch on the left; pagination with title key word and page number should appear in the upper right corner; and the paper should prepared and saved as a Microsoft Office Word document saved in Word 97-2003 format so as to be accessible for all class members.  Finally, during Wk #15, each student will make a ten-minute presentation summarizing the topic and key points.  
The intent of a paper in any entry-level graduate course is to practice a literature search and to analyze and synthesize information from disparate sources into a coherent whole.  Therefore, in this paper, I am looking for the following points:

1. An opening abstract of approximately 120 words summarizing the paper’s findings and/or conclusions.

2. A section defining or refining the topic to its specific nature.

3. A section putting the topic within the context of any prior research by others or summarizing previous literature.

4. A general summary of major points derived from these prior resources and from any “original” research conducted for the paper (original, creative research is not the objective of the paper at this level, however).

5. A coherent pulling-together of these points into a coherent position presented by the paper’s author.

6. A statement of implications of all this effort.

All writing, especially points 5 and 6 above, should strive to answer three basic questions:

· What do you want to say?  (What is your point?  What do you want the reader to do?)

· What is your proof or evidence?  (What evidence have you found that supports you?)

· So what?  (What does all this research mean for your goal or purpose for writing?)

Rather than assign specific topics, I have listed the following general topics or issues related to community college life and activities.  By Week #5, you should have selected one of these general topics and have developed a working topic; you will inform me of the working topic and the initial planning outline (subject to revision as you continue preparation) at that time.  The topic should be one that has professional relevance to you or that interests you.

You should develop your working topic, and eventually your particular perspective, from these themes or issues:

Student access and participation


Dual / concurrent enrollment

Community college’s role in teacher preparation
College governance


Financing the community college


Financing student education

College governance




Leadership (i.e., Presidency)

Transfer viability




Vocational Education

Developmental / remedial education


Internationalizing education

Support staff professional development

Faculty professional development

Basic adult education




Distance  delivery / e-learning

Alternative teaching / learning methods

Assessment and accountability

Community college scholarship


Student development

Special needs students



Student life




GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR WRITING
All writing should reflect the characteristics of acceptable standard written English as expected of and exemplified by graduate students.
Except for any in-class writing task, documents should follow these guidelines, assuming that all are prepared electronically and not prepared on a typewriter:

1. Page set-up should have a 1.5-inch margin on the left and 1.0-inch margins on the top, right, and bottom.
2. Pagination for documents longer than one page should be placed in the upper right corner and contain a single key word from the title and the page number (e.g., Word 2). Pagination should not appear on the title page of any document.
3. For documents of one page or less, the pagination should contain only the writer’s name.

4. Type face should be either 12-point size, either Ariel or Times Roman font.

5. All documents should be double-spaced.

6. Longer papers (i.e., Book Review and Research Paper) should follow APA guidelines (preferred) or MLA guidelines, with two exceptions
a. For the book review, do not provide a title page.

b. For the research paper, provide your abstract at the bottom one-third of the title page (the abstract does not count as part of body text, nor do references or illustrations or figures on separate pages).

7. All electronically prepared documents should be saved in Word 97-2003 document format; this function will permit the widest electronic dissemination among individuals.

The A-quality document will reflect tight, careful presentation of evidence, thorough analysis of evidence, logical synthesis of diverse details, and critical thought that considers various viewpoints and counters potential objections from the reader.  Its idiomatic, grammatical, and mechanical bases should be flawless or nearly so.  The writer should carefully proof-read the document to ensure that no unintentional error has occurred; Spell Check and Grammar Check are not without error.
The B-quality document will not be as carefully prepared, and may contain an occasional flaw in either logic or construction.  While logic flaws may weaken the writer’s argument, errors in grammar and mechanics should not be distracting and create confusion for the reader.

Documents that contain numerous, distracting flaws are less than B-quality work.
	CTCH 601 Schedule of Activities

(This schedule is tentative and subject to change based on content and student performance.  Reading Assignment Code:  ACC = The American Community College; CCM = Community College Mission; ALC = A Learning College for the 21st Century.)

Wk # -  Date     Topic(s) & Reading Assignment(s) for Class        Guiding Question 

	#01 

25 Aug
	Introduction & syllabus; a history lesson


	(none)

	#02

01 Sep
	Labor Day  – University closed for classes

ACC – Ch. 1, “Background” (pp 1-36)

CCM – Ch. 1: “Community…Missions” (5-14)


	(none)

	#03

08 Sep
	Research in and about community colleges
ACC – Ch. 12: “Scholarship…” (p 349-374)

ALC – Ch. 5: “How Firm…Foundation” (p 81-103)

CCM – Ch. 9: “Enrollment Management” (83-90)

Calendar Info: Last date to drop without penalty is 09 Sep.


	What role(s) does research play in the life of a community college?

	#04

15 Sep
	The basic missions—transfer and training

ACC – Ch. 11: “Collegiate Function”  (315-348)

ACC – Ch. 8: “Vocational Education” (219-252)

CCM – Ch. 4: “The Transfer Mission” (33-42)

Calendar Info: Last date to drop with 1/3 tuition penalty is 16 Sep.

Calendar Info:  Higher Education convocation is Friday, 19 Sep., Johnson Center/Dewberry Hall.


	How should the community college evaluate the effectiveness of its transfer and vocational activities?

	#05

22 Sep
	Supplementing missions—developmental studies

ACC – Ch. 9: “Developmental Ed….” (253-282)

CCM – Ch. 7: “Emerging…Education” (63-74)

Work due:

Preliminary topic statement for Research Paper
Calendar Info: Last date to drop is 26 Sep.


	Should Developmental Education (i.e., English, Math, ESL) be integrated in traditional programs (e.g., English, Mathematics), or should Developmental Education be a separate department?

	#06

29 Sep
	The public mission—community education

ACC – Ch. 10: “Community Education” (283-314)

CCM – “Ch. 6: “Uncertain Future….” (53-62)

CCM – Ch. 8: “Competing Missions” (75-82)


	What is the relationship between credit and non-credit activities in the typical community college?

	#07

06 Oct
	The public mission #2—social education

ACC – Ch. 13:“The Social Role” (375-400)

CCM – Ch. 3: “Appraising the Efficacy” (23-32)

CCM – Ch. 10: “Prioritizing…Missions” (91-100)

Work due:

Electronic copy of Mid-term question due by Wednesday noon (08 Oct.)

	What is the role of the community college as a social element within its respective community?  How does that role change if a major university is also present in the locality?

	#08

14 Oct
	The heart of the matter—the students

ACC – Ch. 2: “Students…” (37-72)

ALC – Ch. 2: “The Student is First,” (19-40)

Calendar Info: Columbus Day holiday is 13 Oct.; Monday classes meet on Tuesday this week.


	How does/should student diversity influence the community college mission and activities?

	#09

20 Oct
	In the trenches—the faculty

ACC – Ch. 3: “Faculty…,” (73-102)


	How would you describe and recruit the “ideal” community college faculty member?



	#10

27 Oct
	Bridging the gap—student support

ACC – Ch. 7: “Student Services,” (197-218)

Work due:

Electronic copy of Book Review due by Wednesday noon (29 Oct.)
	What are the essential (i.e., primary) services the community college must provide, and which are those that are secondary?  Does one necessarily preclude the other? 



	#11

03 Nov
	Behind (and sometimes in) the front lines

ACC – Ch. 4: “Governance…” (103-140)

ACC – Ch. 5: “Finances” (141-164)


	As the “CEO” of the community college, is the President (or any comparable title) the Chief Executive Officer or the Chief Educational Officer?

	#12

10 Nov
	Pressing issues—SWOT 
CCM – Ch. 2: “Case..Open Access…” (15-22)

CCM – Ch. 5: “Prioritizing Service…” (43-52)

ACC – Ch. 14: “Toward the Future” (375-400)

ALC – Ch. 1: “Trimming the Branches…” (1-18)

ALC – Ch. 3: “Back to the Future” (41-62)


	In what way might community colleges twenty years in the future differ from those today?

	#13

17 Nov
	Creating learning communities—macro & micro

ALC – Ch 12: “Launching a Learning College       ( 225-250)


	In what way might community colleges twenty years in the future differ from those today?

	#14

24 Nov
	So much for the what; now for the how

ACC – Ch. 6: “Instruction” (165-196)

ALC – Ch. 4: “How Firm…Technology” (63-80)

Work due:

Electronic copy of Research Paper due by Wednesday noon (26 Nov.)

	Are there still roles for the chalkboard and paper-and-pencil activities in the community college classroom?

	#15

01 Dec
	Open session for presentations

	(none)

	#16

08 Dec
	Designated Reading Day – No classes


	

	#17

15 Dec
	Final Examination evening

Work due:

In-class written response to question.
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