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Office Hours: By appointment 
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rcsnyder@gmu.edu

703.993.2308
CTCH 621: Higher Education in the United States
Higher Education Program
George Mason University

Fall 2009: T 4:30 – 7:10 

Course Description: 

History of higher education from colonial period to the present. Examines philosophic, political, social, and economic forces that have influenced development. Reviews today’s issues and challenges.
Learning Outcomes

Students who successfully complete this course will:

· Develop an understanding of the evolution and complexity of higher education in the United States through the study of both historical and contemporary issues

· Identify and become familiar with the interconnected nature of higher education’s various missions and key stakeholders including but not limited to students, faculty, administrators, the federal government, and governance bodies

· Demonstrate graduate level communication skills especially writing, speaking, and listening

· Find and use appropriate resources – by consulting authorities, through the library, and via the web – in order to learn more about a particular higher education issue

Required Books 

· David Hoeveler, Creating the American Mind: Intellect and Politics in the Colonial Colleges (Rowman & Littlefield, 2007). 

· Cameron Addis, Jefferson’s Vision for Education, 1760-1845 (Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., 2002). 

· Christie Anne Farnham, Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South (NY: NYU Press, 1994).

· Humphrey Doermann and Henry N. Drewry, Stand and Prosper: Private Black Colleges and Their Students (Princeton UP, 2003). 

· Julie A. Reuben, The Making of the Modern University: Intellectual Transformation and the Marginalization of Morality (University of Chicago, 1996). 

· Matthew W. Finkin and Robert C. Post, For the Common Good: Principles of American Academic Freedom (Yale University Press, 2009). 
· Jerome Karabel, Chosen: The Hidden History of Admission and Exclusion at Harvard, Yale, and Princeton (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2006). 
· Suzanne Mettler, Soldiers to Citizens: The GI Bill and the Making of the Greatest Generation (Oxford, 2007).

· Stuart Leslie, The Cold War and American Science: The Military-Industrial-Academic Complex at MIT and Stanford (Columbia University Press, 1994). 

· Kenneth Heineman, Campus Wars: The Peace Movement at American State Universities in the Vietnam Era (NYU Press, 1994). 

· Christopher Newfield, Unmaking of the Public University (Harvard University Press, 2008). 

Course requirements and grading: 

· Class participation and presentation 10% 
· Short paper 20%

· Midterm exam 30%

· Final exam 40%
Participation & Attendance


Active participation in class is critical, given that the course is a seminar. In order to participate, you need to complete all the readings for any given class, think about discussion questions (if any), and be prepared to share your questions and opinions with your peers. 

Participation in class discussion includes demonstrating both speaking and listening skills; in other words, students are encouraged to speak and to speak often, but also to listen to their peers & to respond thoughtfully to others’ comments. You must actively engage, so if you are shy, you may want to prepare something to say ahead of time. 

The class discussion component of your grade will be based on both the quantity and the quality of your participation. I will assign each student a letter grade for class participation, using the following baseline as a guide: a student who attends class every day but never speaks will get a B- for class participation; a student who attends every day, shows evidence of having done the readings, and always participates in an intelligent way will get an A. Absences will be excused only for a legitimate reason that can be documented. 
Presentation on Readings
Each student will give a 10 minute presentation to the class (15 minutes if you are the only presenter that day), outlining major points of the week’s reading and come up with 3 significant questions for discussion. In your presentation, please overview major themes in the reading and frame the questions you came up with for discussion. Please do not give a detailed, blow-by-blow summary. After the presentation, the class will discuss the readings and address the questions.
Students must send questions to the entire class via email by 6:00pm on the Monday prior.

Final Exam 


Student are required to write a final research paper (12-15 pages, excluding bibliography) on a topic of their choosing (with approval of instructor). The paper should include at least 8 outside sources, all of which must be academic or from reputable policy institutes. (Wikipedia is not academic!)
Graduate Course Policies:

· This is a graduate seminar and so attendance is very important; it is a necessary pre-requisite for class participation, which constitutes 10% of your grade. Because we only meet once a week and cover so much material in each class, please make your best effort not to miss any class sessions. Repeated absences will detract from your grade. 

· If you can’t attend the class, do not take it. However, if you develop a serious illness or work or family problem that prevents your attendance, please let me know immediately, so we can figure out how to proceed. 

· Please arrive on time. Since tardiness is disruptive, it will count as negative participation and detract from your grade.

· A graduate course requires a lot of reading and part of what you will be learning is how to digest large amounts of material economically. Please do the reading before class.

· A successful graduate seminar requires the full participation of all. Please arrive prepared to participate in class discussion with questions and/or comments about the readings. If you don’t have time to prepare fully, at least do something. If you don’t actively participate, you probably won’t get an A for class participation. 
· It is my policy that students may not use an editor to alter their papers. All work must be the student’s own. Please consult the Mason Writing Center if you need help with your writing: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/.

Mason Course Policies:

· If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703-993-2472. All academic accommodations must be arranged through this office.

· George Mason has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited. For more information see honorcode.gmu.edu. 
· Plagiarism includes “presenting as one’s own the works, the work, or the opinions of someone else without proper acknowledgement” or “borrowing the sequence of ideas, the arrangement of material, or the pattern of thought of someone else without proper acknowledgement.” Examples: getting your paper off the internet; turning in a paper that was written by somebody else; buying a paper; taking a written piece from someone else but rewording it so that it looks different; failing to cite secondary literature that has greatly influenced your argument.

· Plagiarism or cheating in my class is grounds for failure, and all violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. Do not get yourself in trouble by failing to document correctly. If in doubt, document. If you have a question, ask!
· Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes. After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. 

· Last day to add: Sept. 15th.
· Last day to drop: Oct. 2nd.
Course Schedule

September 1 – Introduction
· Film: “Declining by Degrees: Higher Education at Risk”
September 8 – The Colonial Colleges and the Emergence of American Democracy
· Hoeveler, Creating the American Mind 
September 15 – The Colonial Colleges and the Emergence of American Democracy
· Hoeveler, Creating the American Mind 
September 22 – After the Revolution
· Addis, Jefferson’s Vision for Education
September 29 – Higher Education and Gender in the New Republic
· Farnham, Education of the Southern Belle
· SHORT PAPER DUE IN CLASS
October 6 – Higher Education and Race
· Doermann & Drewry, Stand and Prosper
October 13 – NO CLASS

October 20 – The Emergence of the Modern Research University

· Reuben, Making of the Modern University
October 27 – Academic Freedom and the Creation of Tenure
· Finkin & Post, For the Common Good
November 3 – Higher Education and Issues of Accessibility
· Karabel, Chosen
· MIDTERM EXAM DUE IN CLASS
November 10 – The GI Bill and the Golden Age of American Higher Education
· Mettler, Soldiers to Citizens
November 17 – Higher Education During the Cold War
· Leslie, Cold War and American Science 
November 24 – Student Activism
· Heineman, Campus Wars 

December 1 – Conservative Critiques of Higher Education

· Newfield, Unmaking of the Public University 
December 8 – Higher Education and Economics
· Newfield, Unmaking of the Public University
December 14 – FINAL EXAM DUE in my Inbox at 7:30 p.m.
