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George Mason University

MAIS – Higher Education
College of Humanities & Social Sciences

Fall 2007
Course Name:
CTCH 645  – The Contemporary College Student

Time/Location
Wednesday, 7:20 – 10:00 p.m., A250 Robinson Hall
Faculty


Mark A. Kidd, Ph.D.

Associate Dean, University Life

Office:  SUB 1, Room 210-D
Phone:  (703) 993-4070
Email:  mkidd1@gmu.edu

Office Hours:  By appointment

Required Texts


Evans, N.J., Forney, D.S. & Guido-DiBrito, F. (1998).  Student development in college:  Theory, research, and practice.   San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Miller, T.E., Bender, B.E., Schuh, J.H., et al. (2005).  Promoting reasonable expectations:  aligning student and institutional views of the college experience.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass.
Laanan, F.S.,  (Ed.). (2006).  Understanding students in transition:  Trends and issues.  In J. H. Schuh (Editor-In-Chief) & E. J. Whitt (Associate Ed.), New Directions for Student Services (114). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.
Supplementary:


Strange, C.C. & Banning, J.H. (2001).  Educating by design:  Creating campus learning environments that work.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass

Levine, A. & Cureton, J.S. (1998).  When hope and fear collide:  A portrait of today’s college student.  San Francisco:   Jossey-Bass

Other Assigned Readings.

Course Overview 

This 3-semester hour graduate course will provide students with an understanding of the changing demographics, barriers, and developmental issues facing college students.  The impact of the college environment on student development and the interaction between students of varying subcultures and the environment will be studied. In addition, current issues related to technology and its impact on college students will be examined.  

Desired Student Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will demonstrate:

1. An understanding of student development theory and the importance of integrating the principles into all aspects of the campus environment.
2. An awareness of the importance of congruence between student expectations and those of the collegiate institution.
3. An understanding of campus ecology and the barriers college students typically face-- i.e. situational barriers, dispositional barriers, and institutional barriers--and their differing influences on the subcultures of the campus population.

4. An understanding of the characteristics, needs and expectations of all students from various subcultures such as nontraditional aged students, students with disabilities, student athletes, GLBTQ, etc.
5. A familiarity with students in transition and related issues, enrollment management issues and their impact on the campus ecology and current trends within higher education.

6. An understanding of current technology issues and the use of technology in enhancing student development.

Course Requirements

Participation:  Successful completion of this course requires regular attendance and active participation.  It is desired and expected that each student will be prepared to contribute regularly in each class.
Hot Topics/Case Studies:   Each class will begin with a brief hot topic interactive dialogue or exercise.  Hot topics may be anything related to current events on or off campus, critical issues, etc., that relate to subject matter to be discussed in class.  Every student should feel free to suggest a topic for class consideration.
Reaction Papers

Each reaction paper will be a summary of the major themes and significant learning gained in the assigned chapters and the applicability of that learning to personal experiences and/or practicum/professional observations (1-2 pages maximum).  In addition, each paper will include your findings or reaction to a task as follows: 

Paper #1         Student Interviews

Find an informal setting where students gather/mingle.  Approach a group of 3-5 students and interview them regarding: their decision to attend college, attend George Mason, their impressions of the physical aspects of campus and expectations of their college experience in terms of campus life, coursework/grades, faculty, diversity, etc.; things that attracted them to the campus, things they discovered (positive or negative) after they arrived; and if there is a gap between their expectations and reality.

Paper #2         Climate & Expectations - The Campus Tour

Arrange to be a part of a campus tour from the Admissions Office.  Keep in mind the following questions for developing your paper and engaging in class discussions:

1.
What are your general impressions of the campus?

2.
What physical and personnel elements…
a.
Were welcoming?

b.
Were not welcoming?

c.
Are there aspects in the environment that are stress producing?

d.
Are there aspects that enhance student retention?

3.
Describe the nonverbal messages in what you observed.

4.
Are all students served by the campus tour?  What specifically is done to address the issues of all students?  Which populations may feel marginalized or unwelcome?

5.
What aspects of the campus are promoted?  What aspects are hidden or downplayed?

6.
With a limited budget, what would be your top priority for enhancing the campus environment?
Paper #3         Student in Transition
Select an event that has occurred in the past five years that either caused or had the potential to cause “major” transition on campus and/or in student populations.  What were the conditions that fostered the transition?

Paper #4         Enrollment Interview

Talk informally with at least 5 staff members around your campus (email correspondence is acceptable) to ask their impressions of why students leave college and what that institution can do to increase retention.  In your interviews, make sure to include the opinions support staff and faculty, as well as student affairs and student service professionals from different departments (i.e. student activities, financial aid, admissions, health services). Are the responses similar?  What trends did you observe in the responses?  What accounts for the differences, or lack thereof? How does what you discovered apply to the information learned from the Strange book.

Paper #5
Technology and the Student
Using your personal experiences as a student (beginning with your first degree to your present program of study), provide a analysis of the development and uses of technology within the collegiate community. Share perspectives related to the pros and cons of technological advancements and/or applications.
Research Article Critiques

Critique five research articles from a refereed journal.  The article must contain qualitative or quantitative research methodology.  The article should have been published within the last five years.  Points will be awarded for appropriateness of the publication/article, format and content/quality of the writing.  Use the current edition of the APA Manual (5th edition) format in citing references.

The critique should be a maximum of 1 page in length, double-spaced.  You should include a complete APA citation at the top of the first page along with your name.

Briefly summarize the content of the article.  Critique the research methodology utilized.  Do you believe the methods used were adequate?  What was particularly positive or negative about the author(s)' discussion, conclusion and/or other statements in the article? Can the findings be generalized to other institutions?  Are there apparent gaps in the literature that should be explored? What are the implications for student affairs practice?

Article #1 is on a student subculture or subpopulation

Articles #2 and #3 are on an aspect of campus design and/or ecology
#3 – See also Professional Development option below

Article #4 is on enrollment management
Article #5 is on technology
Campus Environment Paper/Presentation

Across our great country, as well as state, are a number of different types of institutions of higher education.  Choose a large public university and a small private college or university, for profit institution or community college and compare and contrast the types and impacts of campus environments they both have. Secondly, if you were able to create the "ideal" campus environment, what factors would you choose from one or both of them to foster educational success?  Your findings will be presented in a 4-6 page paper, double-spaced and using the current APA format in citing sources and references.  A presentation of up to 30 minutes will be given during class.  Each student is permitted to team up with up to two (2) other students for this project.
Professional Development
Professional development is critical for the student affair/student life professional.  In efforts to promote this important learning and practical goal, students may substitute completion of Article Critique #3 with membership in an association AND attendance to the association’s state, regional or national conference/annual meeting.  Or you may use the experience for up to 10 points of extra credit.
Evaluation
Participation 







20 pts.

Reaction Papers (5 @ 10 pts.)





50 pts.

Research Articles Critiques (5 @ 10 pts.)



50 pts.

Campus Environment Paper & Presentation (15 pts. each) 

30 pts.

Total possible:







150 pts.

Grades will be calculated as follows:

A+ = 146-150

A = 141-145

A- = 135-140

B+ = 130-134

B = 125-129

B- = 120-124

C+ = 115-119

C = 110-114

C- = 105-109

D+ = 100-104
D = 95-99
D- = 90-94
F = 89 or below 

I  = Incomplete grade for extenuating circumstances

All written assignments will be evaluated using the following criteria:

      1.      Quality of content (analysis, synthesis and evaluation of materials)

      2.      Expression of ideas (organization, clarity, depth)

      3.      Flow/interrelatedness of ideas

      4.      Grammar

      5.      Appropriate supporting documentation/justification

      6.      APA editorial style/format

Group presentations will be evaluated using the following criteria:

      1.      Quality of content (analysis, synthesis and evaluation of materials)

      2.      Expression of ideas

      3.      Evidence of team collaboration

Honor Code  

All appropriate policies of George Mason University are in effect as outline in the current edition of the University Catalog, the academic unit, and as prescribed by this syllabus.  You are expected to demonstrate standards of academic integrity and honesty consistent with University Policy.
Accommodations

George Mason University provides, upon request, appropriate academic accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  For more information, contact the Disability Resource Center at 703-993-2474.

Syllabus Content
The content of this syllabus is subject to change or adjustment at the professor’s discretion and with adequate notice to the students taking the course.
Course Outline:

Week 1 (8/29)

Introduction & Class Overview



Student Development Theory, Students in Transition & Expectations

Week 2 (9/5)

Psychosocial and Identity Development Theories, Evans 1-4 &

Laanan Reading #1 
MBTI Administered
Week 3 (9/12)

Psychosocial and Identity Development Theories, Evans 5-7
Student Sub-Populations and Subcultures, Laanan, Readings #2 & 7



Reaction Paper #1 Due

Week 4 (9/19)

Cognitive-Structural Theories, Evans 8-9 & Laanan #3



Reaction Paper #2 Due




Groups & Campus Selection Due

Week 5 (9/26)
Student Guest Panel – Student Expectations, Miller 1-4
Week 6 (10/3)
Cognitive-Structural Theories, Evans 10-11 & Laanan #4



Article Critique #1
Week 7 (10/10)
Typology Theories, Evans 12-13 & Laanan #6
Article Critique #2

Week 8 (10/17)
Typology Theories, Evans 14 

MBTI Processed
Week 9 (10/24)
Theory in Practice, Evans 15 & 16
Article Critique #3
Week 10 (10/31)
Forced Transitions, Laanan Reading # 8
Reaction Paper #3, Article Critique #4  
Week 11 (11/7)
Student Expectations - revisited, Miller 1-4, 5-6

Reaction Paper #4
Week 12 (11/14)
Student Expectations, Miller 7-9



Reaction Paper #5

Week 13 (11/28)
Student Expectations, Miller 10-13



Article Critique #5

Week 14 (12/5)
Paper/Presentations



All presentation papers due

Week 15 (12/12)
Paper/Presentations
Course Justification for 

CTCH 645  – The Contemporary College Student 

The Contemporary College Student course is designed to give the prospective student services/student affairs practitioner a view of the populations and environments to which many hours and tremendous effort will be devoted, leading to the students’ successful matriculation and ultimate academic goal achievement.  Given the considerably diverse nature of individuals attending colleges and universities today, it is imperative that those who work in the collegiate environment have a sense of whom they are working with and the ecological factors that impact those individuals.  This course provides exposure to many of the often complex issues student face and offers opportunities for those in the class to explore paths towards resolution. 
