CTCH 792-001 Research Writing

Wednesday 7:20-10:00pm
Fine Arts Building B212
Instructor: Dr. Jaime Lester

Office: Enterprise Hall, Office 310

Phone: (703) 993-7065
Email: jlester2@gmu.edu or lester.jaime@gmail.com

Office Hours: by appointment

Course Blog: http://gmuresearchwriting.blogspot.com/
I. Introduction and Overview

Course Description
This course is offered in a seminar format and is intended to encourage and assist students in learning how to write academically and in making substantive progress toward the identification and development of an academic writing project of their choosing. Students will complete an individual learning contract with the instructor detailing the academic product and the formal assignments. All students enrolled in the course will be expected to commit themselves to actively pursuing a research product, to diligently pursuing the literature and other sources in describing and developing the topic, to writing professionally as expected in academic writing, and to constructively critique the work of other students in the class. Each week, students will bring in the latest draft of their product and undergo peer review. Students will also make formal presentations on their work and will be expected to constructively critique the work of others. Active participation in class is a very important aspect in making this a successful experience for each student and for the class as a whole.

Course Objectives
1. to identify individual writing style and preferences;

2. to learn the expectations and style of academic writing;

3. to become a confident and proficient academic writer;

4. to learn how to identify a “doable” research topic;

5. to move from a topic of interest to a researchable idea;

6. to write research questions and a research study purpose statement;

7. to identify literature and write a literature review on a research topic;

8. to provide constructive criticism; 

9. to learn how to incorporate feedback from multiple perspectives; and,

10. to develop presentation skills. 

Course Policies

Attendance: All students are required to attend and actively participate in all scheduled course meetings. Part of your grade includes in-class participation. If for any reason that you cannot make it to a course meeting, you must contact the instructor immediately. 

Late Assignments: All assignments must be turned in on the due date noted. Please contact the instructor before the due date is you cannot turn an assignment in at the scheduled time. 

Incompletes: No incompletes will be granted for this class unless there is an extreme circumstance. All incompletes will be granted according to university policies found at: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/.

Course Format

Each course meeting will be divided into three parts. We will begin with time for reflection to share our writing experiences, tips, strategies, epiphanies, and the like. The second goal is to address skill development by discussing the topic and readings of the week. The third part of each course meeting will consist of peer review. Each week, you will be assigned a partner, share the current draft of your papers, and receive timely feedback. All students must come prepared with the current draft of their work each week. 
II. Readings

Required Books

Booth, W. C., Colomb, G. G., & Williams, J. M. (2008). The Craft of Research. Chicago: 


University of Chicago Press. 
Becker, H. (2007). Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, 
Book, or Article. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (second edition)

Silvia, P. (2007). How to Write a Lot: A Practical Guide to Productive Academic Writing. 

Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 

Galvan, J. L. (2004). Writing literature reviews: A guide for students of the social and
 behavioral sciences. Glendale. CA: Pyrczak Publishing.
*All books are available at the bookstore and via the web (Amazon.com has good deals)

*Other articles may be post on blackboard throughout the semester. Please check blackboard at least 2 times each week. 

Suggested Supplemental Readings

The Chronicle of Higher Education – weekly newspaper for higher education. Sign-up to receive either the print copy or access to the online version. 

Insiderhighered.org – sign-up for this free daily newsletter highlighting current issues in higher education. 

III. Assignments and Grading

1. Individual Learning Contract – Each student is required to select one major writing product to complete this semester. To facilitate completion, each student must create 3 separate assignment (these will likely be drafts of your final product) and assignment due dates. We will agree on the writing product and assignment due dates in a formal learning contract passed out in the first day of class. 

2. Writing 250 Words a Day – The only way to complete a writing project is to write. For this course, you will write or revise 250 words 5 days a week. This will help you establish discipline, help you see progress, and feel great when you achieve your daily goal. Each student is required to set-up a discussion board on blackboard, login 5 days a week and cut and paste new material or material that you revised.  

3. Writing Journal -- Another important aspect of becoming an efficient and confident academic writer is to understand your own feelings, quirks, and requirements for the writing process. Some writers keep a journal of their ideas and thoughts on writing to help ease the writing process. In lieu of a journal, you will contribute to a course blog where you will reflect on the course readings and your thoughts, ideas, and experience with writing.  Think of the blog as a place to ask questions about confusing aspects of the readings, test or experiment with ideas concerning the readings and/or your paper topic, and share experiences/stories about your writing process. 

Please begin by adding a bio to the contributor section. You need to check the blog everyday (you can use RSS feeds), contribute a post once or twice a week and post comments 3-4 times per week. The more that you put into the blog, the more that you will get out of it!  
4. Final paper presentation -- For the final paper presentation, you will develop a presentation based on the paper, explaining your research topic, outlining the pertinent literature, and discussing some reflections about writing. Presentations should be in a professional manner using PowerPoint or handouts. You need to condense material into 10-15 minutes (I will cut you off if you go over and this will impact your grade, so practice).
Grading

	Assignment
	Percent of total grade

	250 words
	10

	3 formal assignments
	30

	Final paper
	30

	Final paper presentation
	10

	*Participation
	20


*Participation includes active engagement in class discussions, attendance, providing weekly peer review, and contribution to the course blog. 

University Policies/Services

University Honor Code:

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the university community, have set forth this honor code: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.
Office of Disability Services: 


If you have a documented learning disability or other condition that may affect academic performance you should: 1) make sure this documentation is on file with the Office of Disability Services (SUB I, Rm. 222; 993-2474; www.gmu.edu/student/drc) to determine the accommodations you need; and 2) talk with me to discuss your accommodation needs.

IV: Weekly Schedule
	Week 1

Introduce yourself and note what you want out of this class on the blog

Email Instructor Learning Contract by January 31
	January 26
	Course Introduction and Overview

Readings: course syllabus; Becker, Chapter 1

Topics to be covered:

Course purpose and assignments

Experiences with writing

Expectations of students

Defining academic writing

General writing tips covered throughout semester



	Week 2

Bring in an excerpt on writing 
	February 2
	Finding Your Voice as a Writer

Readings: Selected readings from students; Becker, Chapter 2

Topics to be covered:

How to find your writer’s voice

The importance of reading 

Multiple types of writing 

Developing a persona and establishing authority



	Week 3
	February 9
	Writing for an Academic Audience & Requirements and Mechanics of Academic Writing

Readings: Booth Chapter 1, 2, and 17; Graff; Tierney; Becker, Chapter 4

Topics to be covered:

What is research and why it is important?

The importance of writing as an academic

The idiosyncrasies of academic writing

Translating your writer’s voice to academic writing

Format of academic writing

Academic style guides

How to determine quality in academic writing

Expectations of research methodology 



	Week 4
	February 16
	Common Pitfalls of Academic Writing and How to Overcome Them

Readings: Silvia, Chapters 1, 2 and 3; Becker, Chapter 3 

Topics to be covered:

Behaviors of successful writers

Tips to write as an academic

How to begin writing on a new topic

Writers block and how to overcome it

Procrastination and how to overcome it



	Week 5
	February 23
	Moving From an Interesting Topic to a Researchable (or Academic) Question & Crafting a Researchable Question

Readings: Booth, Chapters 3 and 4

Topics to be covered:

Identifying your own research interests

Translating interests to a research project

How to merge academic expectations and your research interests

How to leverage your experiences to form a research project

Developing and crafting a research problem

Moving from a research problem to developing a question

Importance of methodology within research questions

How to focus a research question



	Week 6
	March 2
	Crafting an Argument & Identifying Assumptions
Readings: Booth, Chapters 7, 8, 9, and 11

Topics to be covered:

Identifying your argument

Crafting the argument

Support your argument

Using claims and warrants to support your argument

Using the research literature to support your argument

Identifying your assumptions and engaging them



	Week 7
	March 9
	Researching and Writing Literature Reviews

Readings: Booth, Chapters 5 and 6; Becker, Chapter 8; Maxwell; Galvan, skim entire book

Topics to be covered:

Searching for literature (i.e., locating the appropriate databases and honing key words)

Determining the appropriate sources

Proper use of sources

Organizing and evaluating the research literature

What literature to include or exclude

Knowing when you reach saturation



	Week 8
	March 16 
	Spring Break – No Class



	Week 9
	March 23
	Revising, Revising, and Revising
Readings: Booth, Chapter 10, 14, 16; Becker, Chapter 4 and 5

Topics to be covered:

Organization and outline for a dissertation, research article, and theoretical article. 

How to revise your writing

Ways to incorporate feedback from others

Strategies for managing multiple perspectives



	Week 10
	March 30
	No Class



	Week 11
	April 6
	Academic Publishing 
Readings: Silvia, Chapters 6 and 7; Bem 

Topics to be covered:

Identifying different academic products

Understanding the culture and process of academic publishing

Importance of a writing mentor

How to identify a publisher or journal

How to approach a book publisher or journal editor



	Week 12

Guest Speaker: Kelly Schrum
	April 13
	How Technology Can Work For You

Readings: Becker, Chapter 9

Topics to be covered:

Maximizing word processers

Using bibliography building software

Using qualitative and quantitative analysis software


	Week 13
	April 20
	Establishing Many Support Networks
Readings: Silvia, Chapter 4

Topics to be covered:

How to establish a successful writing group

How and when to communicate to friends and family about your writing process and needs

When to call on your support networks

How to work with a dissertation/thesis chair

How to work with a dissertation/thesis committee



	Week 14
	April 27
	When to Let Go!

Readings: Becker, Chapter 7

Topics to be covered:

When to stop writing

How to know when your are done writing

Feeling accomplished



	Week 15

Final Paper Due
	May 4
	In-class presentations
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