Special Topics in Higher Education

CTCH 792:001 INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION 
Spring 2009
Instructor:    Peter N. Stearns

Phone:
(703) 993-8776

Fax:

(703) 993-8645

E-mail:
pstearns@gmu.edu
Office Hours:
My office is located in Mason Hall room D101.  The best procedure is to call my office for an appointment.  My assistant, Debbie Williams, will find a time for you to meet with me.

Class Schedule:
Wednesdays from 4:30 p.m.–7:10 p.m. Robinson A, Room 101. 
Required Texts:

Bolen, Mell C.; A Guide to Outcomes Assessment in Education Abroad, Forum on Education Abroad (2007)

Goldstone, Jack; Why Europe?, McGraw-Hill Humanities/Social Sciences/Languages (2008)

Green, Madeleine F.; Luu,Dao T.; Calderon,Lourdes; Eckel,Peter D.; Venturing Abroad: Delivering US Degrees through Overseas Branch Campuses and Programs, ACE (2007)

Green, Madeleine F.; Olson,Christa; Internationalizing the Campus: A User's Guide, ACE (2003)

NAFSA; Internationalizing the Campus 2007

Noddings, Nel; Educating Citizens for Global Awareness, Teachers College Press (2005), NY

Stearns, Peter N.; Educating Global Citizens in Colleges and Universities: Challenges and Opportunities, Routledge (2008)
Stearns, Peter N.; Western Civilization in World History (Themes in World History, Routledge (2003)
Academic Honesty and Collaboration

The integrity of the University Community is affected by the individual choices made by each of us. GMU has an Honor Code with clear guidelines regarding academic integrity.  Three fundamental and rather simple practices to follow at all times are that: 1) all work submitted be your own; 2) when using the work or ideas of others, including fellow students, give full credit through accurate citations; and 3) if you are uncertain about the ground rules on a particular assignment, ask for clarification.  No grade is important enough to justify academic misconduct.
SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	Jan 21 
	Introduction
	

	Jan 28 
	Purposes of global education
	Educating Global Citizens in Colleges and Universities: Challenges and Opportunities

	Feb 4 
	Main issues in global education
	Internationalizing The Campus 2007; Internationalizing the Campus: A User’s Guide



	Feb 11 
	The west and the world
	Why Europe?; Western Civilization in World History 

	Feb 18 
	Study Abroad (Yehuda Lukacs)
	

	Feb 25 
	International Students (Judith Green)
	

	Mar 4 
	Branch campuses and dual degrees
	Venturing Abroad: Delivering US Degrees through Overseas Branch Campuses and Programs

	Mar 11
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
	

	Mar 18  
	Organization and faculty buy-in (Sharon Siverts)
	

	Mar 25  
	Budget and Funding (Susan Graziano)
	

	Apr 1
	University Life (Kathy Trump)
	

	Apr 8
	Assessment (Karen Gentemann)
	

	Apr 15
	U.S. position in global education - an American lag? 
	A Guide to Outcomes Assessment in Education Abroad

	Apr 22  
	"Foreign Policy": world regions, international contacts
	Educating Citizens for Global Awareness

	Apr 29  
	What is a Global University?
	


Assignment: Do the necessary research and write a paper on a leading global education issue, using specific institution(s) as case study. A team project may be proposed. Time in class will be reserved for a mid-stream presentation of the topic and interim hypotheses, during March and early April; paper will be due end of semester.  Possible topics include:

1.  Private providers are entering the international education arena at rapid pace and developing very innovative programs.  Developing countries are rapidly expanding their international agenda and as a result, developing 'out of the box' programs and services.   Perhaps investigating what private providers and developing countries are doing to innovate their programs and service, analyzing them and suggesting whether there are any opportunities or lessons to be learned. 

2.  Mason is exploring getting more heavily involved in distance education.  Distance education is rapidly expanding worldwide as an opportunity to increase access and as a revenue source.  Perhaps a review and analysis of what is being done both in the U.S. and internationally in this area, frameworks, financials, and implications and applications for consideration. 
3.  Mason is a part of the ACE initiative in multicultural education and international education.  Perhaps some review of the project and undertaking some study of some aspects that have application to Mason, involving interviews with students, faculty, and the Committee involved.  Perhaps a conversation with Kathy Trump would be helpful to frame something that might be helpful to the Committee. 

4.  Global research is one of the defining characteristics of a global university.  Perhaps a review of literature and what institutions are doing, what donors are funding, what is happening at Mason and suggestions for moving the global research agenda forward.  Perhaps a conversation with Roger Stough might be helpful to frame such a project. 

5.  Study Abroad is still a cornerstone program for internationalizing campuses.  Perhaps a review of Study Abroad programs, analysis of them both nationally and at Mason, surveying students who have been involved in SA and those who have not, schools/colleges/institutes that are setting up their own programs and the SA office with particular focus on student learning assessment models in education abroad programs, and how to assure an increased global understanding and commitment from students who have not been engaged in global activities or SA or cannot afford to and what might they engage in more locally to get increased perspective. 

6.  International education is expanding in the Sciences and Engineering, including opportunities for women and minorities, but some institutions are laggers, including to some extent Mason.  Perhaps investigating with funders and with institutions what models exist in these areas and making suggestions for improving practice at Mason, working in partnership with both Colleges and Schools. 

7.  Collaboration and partnerships have not been the primary mode for internationalization of campuses, yet today and into the foreseeable future partnerships and collaborations are increasing.  Perhaps a review of partnerships and collaboration models, analyzing for good practices and making suggestions. 

8.  There is more talk about engaging business and industry and alumni into helping institutions internationalize.  Perhaps some interviews with selected business and national and international alumni on their perspectives and suggestions for bridging these two sectors with institutions. 

9. Using NOVA as example, opportunities and limitations on global education possibilities at community colleges. 

10. Evaluate the (still fairly recent) move by Arizona State (or a similarly organized institution -- East Carolina?) to centralize lots of international activities. 

11. Evaluate best practices in assessing the quality of global education and its learning results. 

12. Evaluate the issues posed by accreditation agencies (pick one) and their activities as they affect global education, particularly international ventures, joint degrees etc: are changes desirable and how might they be developed?

13. How and why might George Mason develop a more coherent, higher profile approach toward activities with and about Latin America?

