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CTCH 792 Special Topics: Researching Student Development
George Mason University
Fall 2012
Instructor:
Jan Arminio, Ph. D. 

jarminio@gmu.edu
Enterprise Hall 303

MSN 1B3

703-993-2064
Office hours: 
Course description:

Specifically designed for educators in higher education, the course content is rooted in developmental theory with an emphasis on identity and cognitive development. Simply stated, educators must pay particular attention to students’ development because learning outcomes can be enhanced by considering developmental needs and environmental characteristics.  Implications of students' development weighs heavily on all aspects of a student's life but particularly on learning. The information and experiences gained through this course will serve as a structural foundation for understanding how student development theory is created through empirical research.  

Required Textbooks: 
Baxter Magolda, M. (2001). Making their own way: Narratives for transforming higher education to promote self-development.  Sterling, VA: Stylus 
Kegan, R. (1994). In over our heads: The mental demands of modern life.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  
Renn, K. (2004).  Mixed race students in college: The ecology of race, identity, and campus community.  Albany: The State University of New York Press. 
Articles on Blackboard
Recommended Textbook:
Evans, N., Forney, D. S., Guido, F. M., Patton, L. & Renn, K. (2010).  Student development in college: Theory, research, and practice.  San Francisco: Jossey Bass. 
Learning Goals:  
· To comprehend three families of student development theory (psycho-social, cognitive, and identity development), typology theories, and demonstrate their application 
· To utilize theory to reflect one’s own development

· To create intentional learning opportunities that appropriately consider a college student’s development and college student characteristics within contexts of a learning environment 
· To analyze and critique a campus environment and learning opportunities for learning potential 
· To comprehend the nature of development theory creation and its evolution through empirical research 
· To create and evaluate strategies for facilitating optimum development 
· To contemplate factors that influence development outside of the learning environment
Learning Methods:


The above goals will occur through discussing related course content (face to face and through various technologies) of assigned readings, conducting student development assessments, participating in small group discussions, reflecting on one’s own development, presenting student group presentations, and creating a plan for intentional developmentally focused learning opportunities.

Class Meetings:





8/28
Introductions, welcome, ice breakers, typologies, theory definitions, Developmental Theory Cube, Theory of Everything
9/4
Cognitive Development  - on-line


Read:
Kegan, 15-106
9/11
Cognitive Development

Read:
Kegan, 107-197 
9/18
Cognitive Development

Read:
Kegan, 198-233, 271-304
9/25
Cognitive Development


Read: 307-355

Presentation 

10/2
Journey toward Self Authorship



Read:
Baxter Magolda, xi-91


Presentation

10/9
no class


Read: Baxter Magolda, 92-185

10/16
Journey toward Self Authorship and Implications of Development for our Work – on-line


Read:  Baxter Magolda, 188-332 
Reflection: Who should be cited for self authorship?  How did Baxter Magolda add to Kegan’s work?  
10/23
The Influence of Ecology on Identity Development
Read: 
Renn, 1-93

Presentation
10/30
Brofenbrenner and Renn, Evaluation of Theory

Read: 
Renn, 95-192
Reflection: How have the various systems influence your development and perspectives?  
Due:
How am I doing letter
11/6
Brofenbrenner and Renn, Evaluation of Theory 
Read:  Renn, 193-258 
11/13
 The Creation and Development of Multiple Identity Development

Read: 
Jones & McEwen, 2000 (Bb)


Jones & Abes, 2004 (Bb)



Abes, Jones, & McEwen, 2007 (Bb)

Due: 
Self Developmental Assessment
11/20
The Evolution of Latino Cultural and Identity Development

Read: 
Torres, 1999 (Bb)



Torres, 2003 (Bb)



Torres & Baxter Magolda, 2004 (Bb)
11/27
The Evolution of Latino Cultural and Identity Development (continued)


Read: 
Torres (2006) (Bb)



Torres (2007) (Bb)



Torres (2009) (Bb)

12/4 
Wrap up

Reflection: What might be the next phases of development theory research? 
12/11
Final: Developmental Assessment Due
*Cancellation Assignment
If the University cancels a scheduled class, instead of class, you are to select a theorist you have read about and find out about him or her. Because a theorist’s own life experience influences theory development, post on Bb what about this theorist influenced the theory that was created.  Then read other postings written by your peers. 
Assignments and Grading

1. Participation 

The success of this course will depend heavily upon the active participation and willing engagement of everyone. I recognize that every individual learns in a different way, however, it is expected that you respect the different strengths and learning styles that individuals bring to the class and appreciate that diversity. While a commitment to being honest and open about the course material will be most helpful to individual development and to the understanding of the course material, it is also expected that each of us honor a fundamental principal of respect for one another as individuals and learners. This includes not “hogging” discussion time, but rather inviting space for everyone. This also means that the classroom atmosphere is such that students are comfortable in disagreeing with each other and are not interrupted or demeaned. Points will be deducted for lack of participation. 

2. Presentation
How does contemporary media (print, audio, visual, sound-bite, tabloid) influence  development? (20 points)  How do life events AND their public representation impact larger systems (family, community, region, nation, the planet)?  This team assignment requires you to utilize some current media source (television, internet news, podcasts, webcasts, song lyrics, DVD, facebook, magazine, newspaper, comic book, comics, etc.) which illustrates how development affects and is affected by groups, culture, or systems. Your group will select a primary media source which illustrates an impact on student development in higher education.  
What you are to consider is how forces of biology, decision-making, social, political, economic and cultural dynamics shape our development.  Although your primary source (say a film) might be specifically about an individual, your team must demonstrate how this “one” is an exemplar for the impact development in higher education.  Think of topics such as classism, sexism, drug addiction, anorexia, as system issues rather than each having a personal affect on one individual’s development.  Once you have selected a primary media and a theme/topic you are to research and prepare, using a minimum of five sources, what the literature offers on the topic, on the media, and on this topic in the media. 
So, for example, if you decide to present on a book, say, The Autobiography of Malcolm X  (Haley, 1964) about the life of civil rights leader Malcolm X, you as a team would select how what we have read in Kegan a relevant is that book.  Also, discover how the many ways this book has subsequently and continues to influence society.  How was it received?  What types of awards did it receive?  In your opinion, what has been the influence this book on student development?  
Here is another example. If you select a popular movie – say Animal House, you would use the film itself as a catalyst to a theme of Kegan’s or Baxter Magolda’s work. You will then investigate possible published reviews of that film (e.g., interviews with the director, actors, or critics), industry response (Oscars, Golden Globes, blogs), social commentary about the film or further published information regarding salient aspects of the film and its influence on higher education today.  How might the film continue to influence student behavior?
Team presentations (~ 30 minutes). One grade per team. Your presentation may not exceed 30 minutes.  An additional 15 minutes will be used for a question and answer period.  

In essence:

Pick a media source

Decide what issue this source influences

Decide how it relates to Kegan

Offer the impact this source has made, how it was received

Offer how it continues to influence development
3. How I am Doing Letter (10 points)
Please write me a letter indicating how you are doing regarding learning goals associated with this course.  Please address topics such as what you find challenging, what you have learned about yourself and others, what you are thinking and feeling about in relation to this class, and what you do differently because of this course.  (~4 pages of text)

4.  Self Development Assessment (30%) (~7 pages)

Reflect on your own development by applying at least two theories we have discussed to this point.  Using these theories describe yourself.  What has influenced you?  Also, critique these theories.  For example, what is it that you think theory is saying about you and others?  In what ways is this appropriate, in appropriate?  
Optional Quizzes (20 points total)

Due to past concerns of students not reading assigned material, I may give unannounced quizzes. The quizzes will NOT assess your knowledge of details or factoids, but rather broad concepts covered in the assigned reading.  
5. Final Developmental Assessment (4 points, ~12 pages)

Part I

You (individually) are required to interview one undergraduate student.  Note from the assigned readings questions researchers asked students and use some of these same questions in your interviews. Photography has become an important avenue by which students make meaning of their experiences. Therefore, you may ask this student to take photographs that will help express to you important things about them. I suggest interviewing this student at least twice: once prior to the photos and one when the student can show you the photos.

Using the data collected from the interviews and the photos, discuss where describe this student developmentally and note the corresponding issues facing this student using theories we have studied.  What may be a barrier to further development?  With what is this student struggling?  Support your analysis with student quotes and depictions from the photos.  Tape recording your interview(s) with will be helpful. In describing a student’s development, you may use other theories described in Evans, Forney, Guido, Patton, & Renn (2011) as a guide.
Next, discuss your strategy for serving this student if this student came to you in your role in higher education.  In what ways would you support and challenge this student based on your development assessment?  What would be your strategy for serving this student in the learning environment?  How might the educational environment need to be altered to enhance this student’s success?  
Part II

What do you make of the way theory evolves over time?  What is the role of research methodologies in theory creation?  What are the future implications of this for theory construction?  What is your role with theory as a reader, user, and potential creator? 

General Notes
1. Please do not simply add length to written assignments to impress me. I prefer papers that are clear, concise, and thorough enough to address required topics.  
2. Note all papers (and written aspects of the presentation) must consistently be in APA format or another discipline recognized format (e.g., MLA, Chicago). 
3. I do not accept late work.  If a difficult situation has come up that prevents you from completing an assignment on time, contact me and send me what you have, then we’ll chat. 
4. Classroom Etiquette - Please turn off all cell phones or switch them to silent mode.  Text messaging or sending e-mail during class time is inappropriate. If you have an emergency situation that requires being accessible by phone or beeper, please notify me.  If at all possible, use restroom facilities immediately before or after class or at the break to avoid leaving class while it is in session and distracting others (including me).  
5. Feel free to eat during class. 
6. I do allow students to resubmit their work, but students cannot earn a perfect score for a resubmission.  Both the original and resubmitted paper must be resubmitted together within one week after the assignment was returned.  
7. Academic Dishonesty - In carrying out assignments professional ethics must be followed at all times.  Academic dishonesty means deceit or misrepresentation in attempting (successfully or unsuccessfully) to influence the grading process or to obtain academic credit by a means not authorized by the course instructor or university policy. A breach of academic honesty is committed by students who give, as well as receive, unauthorized assistance in course and clinical work and/or who purposefully evade, or assist other students in evading the university’s policy against dishonesty.
Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty. It is your unacknowledged use of another writer’s own words, specific facts, propositions, or materials in your own writing.  When other writers’ words or materials (even short phrases or specific terminology) are used, you must cite these words, phrases, or sentences according to APA 6th edition.  Failure to do so will be considered a violation of academic honesty.  The graduate school is quite strict regarding academic dishonesty.  First offenses may be penalized with an F or by suspension. Second offenses require suspension.  
Honor Code

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: 

Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work

8. Grades are earned not given. Final grades will be given using a + and - as is indicated in the University Catalog. Also, no D’s are given according to the Graduate Catalog.  I do give C’s for those who earn C’s.  The grading scale is as follows: 100-96 = A; 95-92 = A-; 91-88 = B+; 87-84 = B; 83-80 = B-; 79-75 = C, below75 is an F. 
9. Statement Regarding Religious Observances for Students. It is Mason's policy to encourage its faculty to make a reasonable effort to allow students to observe their religious holidays or to participate in university-sponsored activities without academic penalty. Absence from classes or exams for these reasons does not relieve students from responsibility for any part of the course work required during the absence. Students who miss classes, exams, or other assignments as a consequence of their religious observance or for participation in a university activity will be provided a reasonable alternative opportunity, consistent with class attendance policies stated in the syllabus, to make up the missed work. It is the obligation of students to provide faculty, within the first two weeks of the semester, with the dates of major religious holidays on which they will be absent, and the dates for which they are requesting an excused absence for participation in any university-sponsored activity scheduled prior to the start of the semester, and as soon as possible otherwise.  
10. Documented Disability - Both in compliance with and in the spirit of the Americans with disabilities Act (ADA), I would like to work with you if you have a disability that is relevant to your work in this course. If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me.
11. Attendance - It is expected that you will attend all classes. I understand, however, that at times students become ill or have severe circumstances that require that you be elsewhere. I have found that typically students who miss class ultimately have to rewrite at least one assignment. Lax attendance (for whatever reason) precluded these students from learning the material necessary to satisfactorily complete assignments. Note that missing more than one class will result in a deduction of participation points.  Students cannot pass this course if three class sessions were missed. Students who miss class are responsible for knowing course content that was missed. 
*At this point in my syllabus I typically write about why you should not leave a message with my sons if you call me at home. However, my husband and I are now “empty nesters” so the possibility of a son answering your call will be minimal. Additionally, we all have cell phones now, so the possibility of one of my sons answering my cell is close to nil.  Nonetheless, in the rare occasion that one would, please read the following: 

· If you call and an adult male it is most likely my husband.  He always asks, “Who is calling?” when anyone calls for me. Though my husband is retired from the Navy his work with FEMA and Homeland Security may still be influencing his need to feel like he is protecting me, which at my age I am finding irritating. Sometimes if he believes that I need some free time he will tell you I am “not available” when in fact I am there. This too irritates me. He is very detailed and has a fine memory so there are no problems related to leaving a message with him. I will call you back. 

· If someone answers the phone immediately that means one of my sons is on the computer. They all have deep voices. If my oldest son John answers, you will have a good chance that he will give me your message, but it is not guaranteed. He graduated from Shippensburg University in May 2006 and is trying to become a published author so “works” at home writing while also working for the state at the Liquor Control Board. The problem is that I cannot always read his handwriting or he leaves the message in places that are hidden.  He is a “health nut” so exercises daily and is picky about what he eats.  

· If someone answers with a strong “Hello” or answers by saying "Talk to me" in a very, very deep voice, it is my middle son who is a graduate of West Chester University and Tai Sophia Institute for acupuncture. Due to his low voice, staff at West Chester called him “the White Barry White.” The housekeeper at his residence hall reported that he is very polite to her. His name is Matthew and he is REALLY into body building, heavy metal music, and kung fu. If you need info on increasing your muscle mass, let me know and he can create a nutrition and work-out plan for you. He has an acupuncture practice in Carlisle, PA and is responsive to messages from his patients.  However, he is NOT good at taking messages even though he says he will so beware! I will not receive the message you leave with him. You will have to call back.

· The voice that used to be soft and shy is now also very low. This is my youngest son.  He may answer with, “You’ve got me at hello.” He just finished his studies at the National Defense Language Institute in Arabic and is a wonderful study in development theory.  He probably will not answer the phone as he is stationed in Georgia, but if he is ever home for leave beware of this guy as well.  He will forget you ever called. 
· If you call and no one answers the phone, it could be that no one is home or that my sons may think that they are just too busy or too cool to answer. Leave a message on or email me and I’ll get back to you as soon as possible.  I do have a cell phone but I forget to turn it on, so my cell phone number will be of no use to you.

Adopted from Carney Strange
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