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Required Text 

Olivas, M. A. (2006). The Law and Higher Education: Case Materials on Colleges in Court, 3rd ed. Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press.
Course Overview and Objectives

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to laws and legal issues that impact higher education.  By the end of the course, students should have a general familiarity of higher education law and be able to recognize when a legal issue presents itself in situations involving students, faculty or administration.  Students should also have researched at least one legal question in depth and be able to explain the policy implications of the law in that area.  

Student Outcomes

Course Policies


Assignments are expected to be turned in on the date due. 
Prior approval is necessary for any exceptions.  

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. All suspected incidents will be reported to the

Honor Committee. The George Mason University Honor Code states that “Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” See the GMU Honor Code Policy on Plagiarism http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm  and Appendix B of the Honor Code http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/part-time/app-b.html.

If you are a student with a disability and need academic accommodations please 


see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 993-2474. 


All accommodations must be arranged through the ODS."

Attendance and Class Participation Students are expected to attend class
prepared to participate meaningfully in class discussion.  As noted below, class participation will be factored into the grade.
Evaluation

Class Presentation(s)and participation

20%


Individual Research Oral Presentation

20%


Research Paper




60%
Assignments

Class Presentations:



Students will work in groups to read and present information on extra 



topics. Groups will choose from designated topics in the text.


Individual Research Presentations:

Students will individually prepare and give presentations based on the research done and information gathered for the Research Paper.


Research Paper:



Students will research a topic of interest to themselves using sources other 



than the textbook. This is to be in-depth, original research that should 



reflect the individual interests of students. Topics must be approved by

the instructor.

Any revisions to the course will be posted on WebCT.
Schedule
Aug 29:
The Legal Governance of Higher Education,   Olivas 3-67

Sept 5:

Legal Governance con’t,. Olivas 68-132

Sept. 12:
Academic Freedom: In the classroom, Olivas 133-211




Sept. 19:
Academic Freedom: Speech, Olivas 211-256 




Group presentation: Research 256-290
Sept 26:
The Law and the Faculty: Tenure, Olivas 303-372

Group presentation: Faculty Research and Regulation, Olivas 458-506

Oct 3:

The Law and the Faculty: Firing Faculty, Olivas 372-458 

Group presentation: Faculty misconduct and Conflicts of Interest, Olivas  506-526



Research Topics due for approval
Oct. 10:
The Law and the Faculty: Intellectual Property, Olivas 526-568




Group presentation: Collective Bargaining, Olivas 568-593

Oct. 17:
Students and the Law: The Relationship between Colleges and Students, 

   
Olivas 595-655




Group Presentation: Student Admissions, Olivas 656-693

Oct. 24:
Students and the Law: Grades and Discipline, Olivas 693-769




Group Presentation: Student Athletes, Olivas 852-878
Oct. 31:
Students and the Law: Student Activities, Olivas 769-787, 809-852

Group presentation: Student Fees and Residency, Olivas 787-809, 878-892
Nov. 7:
Affirmative Action: Chronology, Olivas 893-956




Research Presentations
Nov 14:
Affirmative Action:  Students, Olivas 956-991




Research Presentations
Nov. 21:
Thanksgiving Break


Nov. 28:
Affirmative Action: Employment, Olivas 991-1034




Research Presentations
Dec. 5:

Research Papers due

