CTCH 792: Special Topics in Higher Education 

Crosslisted with English 697:Composition Theory/Special Topics
Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) and Writing Centers: Theory and Practice 
Fall 2010 

Professor: Terry Myers Zawacki, English Department 
Office: RobA435     Phone: 703.993.1187     Email: tzawacki@gmu.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesday 5:00 – 7:00 and M-W by appointment
Class meets Wednesday 7:20 – 10:00 in Krug Hall, Room 5

   Theory is not the opposite of practice; theory is not even a supplement to practice. Theory is practice, a practice of a particular kind, and practice is always theoretical.  -- James Zebroski, Thinking Through Theory
Course Description and Goals: 
The goal of this course is to introduce you to the intertwined histories of writing across the curriculum and writing centers, the composing theories that inform both programmatic initiatives, and the administrative and pedagogical practices central to each.  Given the rich body of scholarship on both WAC and writing centers, it is an ambitious course that links the two and, moreover, challenges you to become an expert on some aspect of either or both programs. To that end, as another goal of the course, you’ll develop in-depth knowledge of a WAC/writing center topic that is most relevant to your career goals.  You’ll demonstrate what you have learned through a culminating project that will require a review of the literature on the topic, first-hand field research, and a presentation in the form of a conference paper, an article, or a proposal. 

Required texts (note abbreviations in parenthesis for weekly reading assignments): 
· WAC for the New Millennium. Eds. McLeod, Miraglia, Soven, Thaiss. (Millennium)
· Reference Guide to Writing Across the Curriculum. Eds. Bazerman et al. Available on the WAC Clearinghouse at http://wac.colostate.edu/books/bazerman_wac/ (Ref Guide)
· Longman Guide to Writing Center Theory and Practice. Eds. Barnett and Blumner. (Longman) (Note: There might be cheap used copies of The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing Center Theory and Practice by the same editors. The readings are almost identical; only the publisher seems to have changed.) 

· ESL Writers: A Guide for Writing Center Tutors. 2nd Ed. Eds. Bruce and Rafoth (ESL)
· Shaughnessy, Mina. Errors and Expectations: A Guide for the Teacher of Basic Writing. 
· Other assigned readings as noted (in professional journals or pdfs posted on class wiki).  

Recommended texts: 
· Fulwiler, Toby and Art Young. Eds. Language Connections: Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum. Urbana, IL: NCTE, 1982. Available through the Landmark Publications in Writing Studies on the WAC Clearinghouse at http://wac.colostate.edu/books/language_connections/. 

· Russell, David R. Writing in the Academic Disciplines: A Curricular History. Carbondale, IL: SIU Press, 2002.
· Pemberton, Michael. The Center Will Hold. Logan: Utah State Press, 2003.
· Reynolds, Dudley W. One on One with Second Language Writers: A Guide for Writing Tutors, Teachers, and Consultants. Ann Arbor: U Michigan Press, 2009.

· Walvoord, Barbara and Lucille McCarthy. Thinking and Writing in College: A Naturalistic Study of Students in Four Disciplines. Available through the Landmark Publications in Writing Studies on the WAC Clearinghouse at http://wac.colostate.edu/books/thinkingwriting/. 

Websites to note:

· The WAC Clearinghouse: http://wac.colostate.edu/
· International Writing Centers Association: http://iwca.joyeurs.com/. 

· Across the Disciplines: http://wac.colostate.edu/atd/ (and other journals on the WAC Clearinghouse)

· Digital Books on the WAC Clearinghouse: http://wac.colostate.edu/books/
· CompPile: http://comppile.tamucc.edu/  (This is an easy-to-search database of research in composition, WAC, and writing center studies.)  

· National Council of Teachers of English: http://www.ncte.org/.
· Conference on College Composition and Communication: http://www.ncte.org/cccc.

Course Requirements/Grading Policy:

· Literacy Narrative: 10% 

· Report on WAC/Writing Center websites: 5%

· Researched project (requiring secondary and primary “field” research) and presentation: 40%

· Active participation in class, as a student, a peer reader, a writer, and teacher: 25%
(Note: I expect you to attend every class. More than one absence will compromise your final grade.) 

· Active participation in Wiki discussion of readings and each others’ work: 20%

Literacy Narrative: Draft due September 22. Final due September 29.
The goal of this assignment is to situate you as a writer, researcher, and scholar within the field of composition, WAC, and/or writing centers. You’ll connect these experiences to the literacy backgrounds of the student writers you are currently working with or will likely work with in the future, whether as a teacher or an administrator. As you consider what to include in this narrative, think about how your and your students’ literacy experiences have been shaped by gender, race, ethnicity, class, age, cultural/regional orientation, and so on. Plan to include demographic information on the student population at your current institution or at the type of institution at which you plan to work. The literacy narrative can be as long as you'd like, but a minimum of 1500 words. 
Class Wiki: Beginning in Week Three and continuing until Week Thirteen, you’ll write in response to prompts based on our class readings and discussion. Details to follow, along with directions on how to use the wiki.

Brief report on two writing center websites and two WAC websites, not including George Mason’s sites: How do programs represent themselves, what are their mission and goals, how do these fit into wider institutional missions and goals (if articulated on website), what resources are available for writers and faculty who teach with writing, how do the programs align themselves with other programs nationally, if they do, and so on? More details given in class. Due October 13, along with proposal for research project. 
Research Project: Proposal for the project due October 13. Preliminary draft due November 10. Next to final draft due December 8.  Project due December 15. 
  For this project, you’ll focus on a topic most relevant to your career goals and academic interests. You may choose, for example, to investigate some aspect of WAC or writing center administration; connections between the two programs; other closely related programs, e.g. writing fellows, cross-disciplinary learning communities; program assessment; or the role of WAC/writing centers within larger institutional structures. You may wish to focus on faculty development or tutor training practices; teaching with writing in the disciplines; or best practices for writing assessment across the curriculum. Or you may decide to conduct archival research on the history of WAC/writing center at a particular institution in the context of larger literacy issues and WAC/writing center histories. 
   Whatever topic you choose, you’ll be expected to conduct both secondary and primary research, with the latter being the most significant element of the project, for a real audience that has an interest and/or stake in the information. Your field work will require you to choose a particular writing center, WAC program site, or cross-disciplinary site to study; field work will include, but is not limited to, interviews, observation, and an analysis of websites and relevant records and program statistics. You’ll present your research in the form of a conference paper, an article, a proposal (for starting/sustaining a writing center or WAC program at your institution, for grant funding for developing some aspect of a WAC program or writing center, for assessing the program, and so on), or a program website. Feel free to experiment with voice, style, and format, including creating a website or a multi-media presentation. Whatever form and format you choose, you’ll be writing and submitting your paper/article/proposal/website to an audience that has a genuine stake in hearing about/seeing the results of your research. 
Project presentation: Presentations will occur on exam day, December 15 with some likely occurring, for scheduling reasons, on December 8 as well.  

The main goal of this presentation is to explain to the class what you have learned from your in-depth study of some aspect of WAC and writing center theory, history, administration and practice. While we—the class members and I—may not be your primary audience for the project you’ve undertaken, we will all benefit from hearing about your methods, your findings, and your recommendations for WAC/writing center practice. 

Schedule (Note: All assignments are due on the day they are listed)

Topic I: WAC and Writing Centers: Intertwined histories, missions, and goals 

Week One, September 1:  Introduction to the field: WAC, WID, and the idea of a writing center.  Program roots: an overview of foundational theories, research, program histories, and some of the leaders in the field whose work we’ll be reading. Some starting questions: What is the function of writing in the whole curriculum? What do students and teachers need to know about writing across the curriculum and in the disciplines? What is the role of a writing center?  In class: Review the George Mason WAC (wac.gmu.edu) and writing center sites (writingcenter.gmu.edu), mission, goals, and available resources.

Week Two, September 8: The more things change…. WAC and writing center histories, missions, and goals. Readings: Ref Guide Part I: “Introduction to Key Concepts,” “History,” and “Programs.” Millennium: McLeod “Writing Across the Curriculum in a Time of Change” and Mullin “Writing Centers and WAC.” Longman: Carino “Early Writing Centers: Toward a History” and Bouquet “’Our Little Secret’: A History of Writing Centers, Pre-to Post-Open Admissions.” Optional: Childers et al “The Secondary School Writing Center” Praxis: A Writing Center Journal http://projects.uwc.utexas.edu/praxis/?q=node/91 and Lerner “’Laboring Together for the Common Good’: The Writing Laboratory at the University of Minnesota General College, circa 1932” (history of first community college writing lab) TETYC March 2006. 

Topic II: Writing processes, student writers, and learning to write for courses and teachers across the curriculum and in the disciplines
Week Three, September 15:  Students’ composing processes, writing to learn, and acquiring expertise as writers across the curriculum. Readings: Emig “Writing as a Mode of Learning” (College Composition and Communication [CCC], 28.2, May, 1977); Ref Chapter 5 “Writing to Learn”; ESL Tseng “Theoretical Perspectives on Learning a Second Language; Shaughnessey Errors and Expectations, read “Introduction” and all chapters, skimming those parts of the chapters that describe teaching practices and exercises. Danielewicz "Personal Genres, Public Voices." CCC 59.3, 2008 (on literacy narratives).

Week Four, September 22: Learning to write for courses and teachers across the curriculum, cont. Readings: Rose “Rigid Rules, Inflexible Plans, and the Stifling of Language: A Cognitivist Analysis of Writer’s Block” http://www.ac.wwu.edu/~stevens5/Courses/301/Rose%20rigid%20rules.pdf) 

 “Flower and Hayes “The Cognition of Discovery: Defining a Rhetorical Problem (CCC 31.1, Feb. 1980); Carter “The Idea of Expertise: An Exploration of Cognitive and Social Dimensions of Writing.” (CCC 41.3, 1990). Due: Draft of literacy narrative. 

Week Five, September 29: Student Writers and learning to write in their disciplines. Background and naturalistic studies. Readings: Ref Guide Chapter 8 “Ongoing Concerns: The Place of Students in Disciplinary Discourses”; ESL Leki “Before the Conversation: A Sketch of Some Possible Backgrounds, Experiences, and Attitudes Among ESL Students Visiting a Writing Center”; Thaiss and Zawacki chapter “What the Students Say” (pdf on Wiki); ESL Bruce “ESL Students Share Their Writing Center Experiences.” Chapters TBA from Beaufort’s College Writing and Beyond and Leki’s Undergraduates in a Second Language.  Due: Literacy narrative. Guest speaker: Dr. Paul Rogers, who will lead a discussion on longitudinal studies on how students learn to write in the disciplines. 
Topic III: Theorizing WAC and Writing Center Practices

Week Six, October 6: WAC and WID (writing in the disciplines) theory and practice. Readings: Millennium: Thaiss “Theory in WAC: Where Have We Been? Where Are We Going?”; Ref Guide: Chapter 7 “Ongoing Concerns: The Particularity of Disciplinary Discourses”; Russell “’Big Picture People Rarely Become Historians’: Genre Systems and the Contradictions of General Education” (http://wac.colostate.edu/books/selves_societies/russell/russell.pdf); Carter “Ways of Knowing, Doing, and Writing in the Disciplines” (CCC 58.3, 2007); Sommers and Saltz “The Novice as Expert: Writing the Freshman Year” (CCC 56.1, 2004).   

Weeks Seven, October 13: Writing Center theory and practice. Readings: Longman: North “The Idea of a Writing Center” and “Revisiting ‘The Idea of a Writing Center; Hobson “Maintaining Our Balance: Walking the Tightrope of Competing Epistemologies”; Carino “Theorizing the Writing Center: An Uneasy Task.” Due: Project proposal and website review.
Topic IV: WAC and Writing Center Pedagogy
Week Eight, October 20: Writing Center pedagogy—Generalist and WID approaches. Readings: Harris “Talking in the Middle: Why Writers Need Writing Tutors” (http://www.stanford.edu/~moneyhun/swcwksp/harris.pdf); Longman: Bruffee “Peer Tutoring and the ‘Conversation of Mankind’”; Trimbur “Peer Tutoring: A Contradiction in Terms”; Kiedaisch and Dinitz “Look Back and Say ‘So What’: The Limitations of the Generalist Tutor.” ESL: Matsuda and Cox “Reading an ESL Writer’s Text”; Bergman et al “Being a Linguistic Foreigner: Learning from International Tutoring.” Also: Browse three writing center sites and report as noted on “program website” assignment.  
Week Nine, October 27: WAC in the Writing Center. Readings: Longman: Harris “A Writing Center without a WAC Program: The De Facto WAC Center/Writing Center”; Pemberton “Rethinking the WAC/Writing Center Connection.” Millennium: Soven “Curriculum-based Peer Tutors and WAC.” Severino and Trachsel “Theories of Specialized Discourses and Writing Fellows Programs,” (Across the Disciplines http://wac.colostate.edu/atd/fellows/severino.cfm). Due: Project presentations begin. 
Week 10, November 3: WAC pedagogy and programmatic practices. Readings: Fulwiler “The Personal Connection: Journal Writing Across the Curriculum” (Language Connections http://wac.colostate.edu/books/language_connections/); Art Young “Writing Across and Against the Curriculum” (CCC 54.3, Feb 2003, 472-485). Ref Guide: Chapter 9 “New Programmatic Directions.” Millennium: Townsend “Writing Intensive Courses and WAC”; Johns “ESL Students and WAC Programs: Varied Populations and Diverse Needs.” Melzer “Writing Assignments Across the Curriculum: A National Study of College Writing.” (CCC 61.2, 2009).  

Week 11, November 10: Writing Technologies, WAC, and Online Tutoring. Readings: Lunsford “Introduction” and Klein and Duffey “Seduction or Productivity: Repurposing the Promise of Technology” (Across the Disciplines Special Issue Writing Technologies and WAC http://wac.colostate.edu/atd/technologies/index.cfm). Longman: Hobson “Straddling the Virtual Fence.” ESL: Rafoth “Tutoring ESL Writers Online.” Browse the Purdue OWL, the most cited online writing center site in the country, and note especially the WAC resources: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.  Due: Preliminary project draft.
Topic V: Assessing and Sustaining WAC and Writing Center Programs

Week 12, November 17: Assessing our programs. Readings: Lerner “Writing Center Assessment: Searching for ‘Proof’ of Our Effectiveness” (pdf on wiki). Thompson “Writing Center Assessment: Why and a Little How” (Writing Center Journal 26, 2006). Millennium: Condon “Accommodating Complexity: WAC Program Evaluation in the Age of Accountability.” Zawacki and Genteman “Merging a Culture of Writing with Culture of Assessment: Embedded, Discipline-based Writing Assessment” (in Assessment in Writing pdf on wiki). Look at faculty survey and assessment information on Mason’s WAC site. Also look at Mason writing center assessment report handed out in class. 

Week 13, November 24: NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING BREAK. 
Week 14, December 1: Sustaining our programs. Readings: Walvoord “The Future of WAC” (College English 58, 1996). Townsend “WAC Program Vulnerability and What to Do About It: An Update and Brief Bibliographic Essay.“ (The WAC Journal http://wac.colostate.edu/journal/vol19/townsend.pdf). Hall “WAC/WID in the Next America: Redefining Professional Identity in the Age of the Multilingual Majority: (The WAC Journal http://wac.colostate.edu/journal/vol20/hall.pdf).

Week 15, December 8: Where have we been? Where are we going? Readings: Thaiss and Porter “The State of WAC/WID in 2010: Methods and Results of the U.S. Survey of the International WAC/WID Mapping Project.” (CCC 61:3, February 2010). And others TBA.  Due: nearly final project draft. Presentations begin. 
Exam day: December 15, 7:30 p.m. Project presentations. (No exam given.) 

