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"You can't light the fire of passion in someone else if it doesn't burn in you to begin with."

                                                                                                               -Thomas L. Friedman 

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

CTCH 602-002 - COLLEGE TEACHING

Fall 2011

Science Technology I – Room 224

Blackboard site: http://www.mymason.gmu.edu  

Mondays 7:20p.m. - 10:00p.m.

Dr. Anne M. Kuhta, Director of Academics

Higher Education Program

College Hall, Room 217

(703) 257-6694

akuhta@gmu.edu

Office Hours by appointment.

Course Overview:

CTCH 602 will familiarize students with the various issues that affect teaching and learning, and give them basic tools to use in the classroom. It will explore how students' backgrounds affect their learning, and how to promote learning among the variety and diversity of students. Students will learn to plan a course and construct an effective syllabus. They will become knowledgeable about, and learn to choose and effectively use various formative and summative assessment techniques. They will hone their spoken, written, and technology-assisted communication skills.

Desired Student Outcomes:

See attachment to syllabus distributed the first class meeting.

Required Texts:

Bain, K. (2004). What the best college teachers do. Cambridge: Harvard University 

       Press.

Davis, B.G. (2009). Tools for teaching (2nd ed.). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.
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Recommended:

American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological

     Association. (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 

Angelo, T.A., & Cross, K.P. (1993). Classroom assessment techniques: A handbook for college 

     teachers. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Brookfield, S.D. (2006).  The skillful teacher. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.                                         

Hacker, D., & Sommers, N.  (2011) A writer's reference. (7th ed.). Boston, MA:

     Bedford/St.Martin's.

Useful Campus Resources: Writing Center: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu ; University Libraries: “Ask a Librarian” http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html ; Counseling and Psychological Services (703)993-2380 and http://caps.gmu.edu .

Course Requirements

· Significant and appropriate participation in class discussions, demonstrating analysis of assigned readings; use of Blackboard site; appropriate participation in small group activities [10%]. 
· Satisfactory completion of syllabus critiques  [10%] 
· Trio Presentation (lesson plan, self-evaluation)   [20%] 
· Reading Response Papers (11)   [20%] 

· Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper  [20%] 

· Written report on observation of undergraduate college class  (Schedule observation for after Oct. 24th class) -  [20%] 
Course Policies

All policies of the George Mason University Catalog and the Higher Education Program Handbook are in effect in this class. http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu   Higher Education Program Website:  http://www.highered.gmu.edu/ . All members of the University community are responsible for knowing and following established policies.

Academic Integrity: GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the University Catalog for a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas. Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions. When
in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification.
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GMU Email Accounts: Students must use their Mason email accounts to receive important University information. Students may also be required to use email functions in Blackboard courses.

Office of Disability Services: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) 703.993.2474 and http://ods.gmu.edu . All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Students must inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester, and the specific accommodations will be arranged through the Office of Disability Services. 

An incomplete grade (IN) is used only if the student requests it in writing. An IN counts as a failing grade until completed, and it automatically turns into an F if a grade is not turned in by the deadline in the Schedule of Classes. 

The A Paper: The A paper reflects excellence in a student’s thinking and writing. The writing demonstrates the critical processes of questioning, reflection, and exploration. Judgments, interpretations, and beliefs are based upon in-depth research, analysis, and                                                                                                                                

synthesis. As a result of these efforts, the writing has the potential to influence the ideas and actions of the reader. This paper deals with one topic, focused to fit the length and scope of the discussion. In addition, the paper offers a clear thesis that provides an opinion about that topic; this thesis guides the discussion throughout the remainder of the paper. Each paragraph in the A paper uses specific evidence to support the thesis. In turn, the paragraphs are related, and they lead smoothly from one to another. No ambiguity or illogical thoughts affect the discussion. Also, the writer has carefully documented the ideas and writing of others in an acceptable format. The writing in the A paper is clear and concise, making use of proper academic diction. This paper maintains a consistent point of view and is free from serious grammatical errors. If the paper contains minor errors, they do not detract from the main points in the discussion. 

· The Unsatisfactory Paper: (B- or less) The unsatisfactory paper may reflect the ability to write; however, the writing lacks the development, depth, or insight of an A paper. This paper usually has a broader topic (too global) and neglects to provide the pertinent information for the audience to understand the discussion. General, underdeveloped remarks are used to support a weak thesis; the paper lacks specific, expanded examples or explanations. Often the paper is too general, vague, or even digressive. The words and 

      ideas are not documented satisfactorily. Often serious grammatical errors, punctuation   

      errors, and non-academic diction can be found in an unsatisfactory paper. 

· Late Work: Graduate students maintain a busy schedule in and out of their academic careers. Often, emergencies develop and the student cannot complete the assignment. However, if a student consistently hands in his / her work late, the grade for the assignment – and perhaps for the semester – will reflect this tardiness. Each assignment in this course builds upon the previous assignment; adhering to the schedule will help the student complete work not just for this course, but for the dissertation as well. Please contact me at least 24 hours before a deadline to arrange an extension. 

· Grades:  Less than a B- is an unacceptable grade for graduate students.  A 3.0 average is required for graduate students in the Higher Education Program. 
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Class Activities and Assignments [Subject to Revision]

Monday, August 29

In-class:

Introductions

Review of CTCH 602 Syllabus and texts.

Overview of Blackboard http://mymason.gmu.edu     

KWL

Assignments for Next Class:

Readings:

in Bain, 

Chpt 1, pp. 1-21 - "Defining the Best." 

Appendix, "How the Study Was Conducted," pp.181-190.  

in Davis, 

"Designing or Revising a Course," pp. 3 - 20.

"The Comprehensive Course Syllabus," pp. 21- 36.

Article distributed in class:

Keizer, G. (2011, September). Getting schooled: The re-education of an American teacher.

     Harper’s Magazine, 33-40.

Research:

Locate two credible web sites that provide syllabus design assistance to college teachers. Explore each website. For ex. http://www.facultyfocus.com  

Locate one recent undergraduate college course syllabi in your knowledge area or use the one distributed in class.

Writings:

(1) Syllabus Critique - After your review of the websites and the college course syllabus in your knowledge area, write a brief (max. one typed, double-spaced page) critique of the syllabus' strengths and weaknesses. Bring a copy of the syllabus, with your critique stapled to the front of it, to class on Mon. 9/12. 
(2) Reading Response # 1 - After reading Bain, Davis, and Keizer (in Readings above), write a one-page, double spaced response to the ideas, techniques, and research presented in the readings. Focus your response on what you discovered, or what you were surprised by, or what you disagreed with.   Bring a hard copy for discussion in class 9/12. I will collect these each week for grading.
Mon. 9/12                                                     PLANNING
DUE: Syllabus copy and critique

DUE:  Reading Response # 1. 

In-class topics:

Designing a syllabus.

Directions and topics for Trio Presentations.
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Assignments:

Readings: 

in Bain, 

Chpt. 2, pp. 22-47- "What Do They Know About How We Learn?" 

Chpt. 3, pp. 48-67 - "How Do They Prepare to Teach?" 

in  Davis, 

"The First Days of Class," pp. 37- 47.

Article distributed in class:

Stierer, B.(2008). Learning to write about teaching: understanding the writing demands of

      lecturer development programmes in higher education. In R. Murray (Ed.), The 

      scholarship of teaching and learning in higher education (pp. 35-45).New York,

      NY:McGraw-Hill.

Writings: Reading Response # 2 – Follow directions given for RR # 1.      
Bring a hard copy for discussion in class 9/26.
Mon. 9/19 – GMU Library/Research Workshop – 

Report to Johnson Center Library – 2nd Floor, Room 228.

Mon. 9/26                                                   PLANNING

DUE: Reading Response # 2. 

In-class topics:

Understanding adult learning styles.

Preparing for the first class meeting.

Assignments for Next Class:
Readings: 

in Davis, 

 "Responding to a Changing Student Body," pp. 55-93;

 "Learning Styles and Preferences," pp. 273-277. 

Writings: 

Reading Response # 3

Bring a hard copy for discussion in class 10/3.
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Mon. 10/3                                                     PLANNING

DUE: Reading Response # 3. 

DUE: Trio Presentation # 1 - "A First Class Activity"; 

Presenters: _____________, ___________, ____________.
In-class topics:

Preparing for the first class meeting.

Adapting to the classroom physical space and technology.

Working with the Office of Disability Services.

Directions for Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper.

Assignments for Next Class:

Readings:

in Bain

Chpt. 5, pp.98-134 -    "How Do They Conduct Class?"

Chpt. 6, pp. 135-149 - "How Do They Treat Their Students?"

in Davis:

"Delivering a Lecture," pp.148-156.

"Explaining Clearly," pp. 157-161.

"Personalizing the Large-Enrollment Class," pp. 162-167.

"Encouraging Student Participation in Large-Enrollment Classes," pp. 168-173. 
Writing: 

Reading Response # 4.  
Tuesday, 10/11                                                 

DELIVERING

DUE:   Reading Response # 4  

In-class topics:

Delivering effective lectures.

Teaching large classes.

Assignments for Next Class:

Readings: 

in Davis:

"Leading a Discussion," pp. 97-105.

"Encouraging Student Participation in Discussion," pp. 106-111.

"Asking Questions," pp. 118-126.

"Fielding Students' Questions," pp. 127-132. 

"Learning in Groups," pp. 190-206.

"Informal Group Learning Activities," pp. 207-213.
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Writing: 

(1) In one typed, paragraph, articulate clearly and concisely the current issue in college teaching on which you would like to focus your research. Bring hard copy to class, 10/17. 

(2) Reading Response # 5 - Bring a hard copy for discussion in class Mon. 10/17.

Mon. 10/17                                                   DELIVERING
DUE: Current Issue in College Teaching selected issue.

DUE: Reading Response # 5.

In-class topics:

Leading effective whole class discussions.

Designing group activities.

Assignments for next class: 

Readings: 

in Davis:

"Classroom Conduct and Decorum," pp. 48-54.

"Online Discussions," pp. 112-117.

"10 Effective Classroom Management Techniques Every Faculty Member Should Know." (copies will be distributed in class)

Assigned articles/research on distance education.

Writing: 

Reading Response # 6. 
 Bring a hard copy for discussion in class Monday, 10/24
Mon. 10/24                                                   DELIVERING

DUE: Reading Response # 6.

DUE: Trio Presentation # 2 - "A Small Group Activity to Teach X"

Presenters: _____________, ___________, ____________.
In-class topics:

Managing classroom behavior.

Teaching distance education courses.

Mid-term course evaluations.

Assignments for Next Class:

Readings: 

in Bain: Chpt. 4, pp. 68-97 -    "What Do They Expect of Their Students ?" Chpt. 7, pp. 150-172 - "How Do They Evaluate Their Students and Themselves?"
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in Davis:

"Testing and Grading," pp. 345-429. [Select areas of interest to read.]

Writing: Reading Response # 7.

Bring a hard copy for discussion in class Monday, 10/31.

Research and Writing: Prepare a typed draft of Part I of the Current Issue in Teaching Research Paper. Follow directions given in class for formatting and content. Bring one copy to next class to share and submit for feedback.

Mon. 10/31                                                   ASSESSING
DUE: Part I of the Current Issue in Teaching Research Paper. [One copy for sharing and submitting for my feedback.]

DUE: Reading Response # 7. 

In-class topics:

Testing and grading

Course evaluations

Sharing Part I - Current Issue in Teaching Research Paper.

Assignments for Next Class:

Mon. 11/7                                                    ASSESSING
DUE: TBD

Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATS)

Return of Part I of the Current Issue in Teaching Research Paper (with my feedback).

                                                                                                                                     Assignments for next class:
Readings: 

in Davis:

"Evaluation to Improve Teaching," pp. 459-488.

"The Last Days of Class," pp.529-533.

Writings: 

Reading Response # 9 - Bring a hard copy for discussion in class Monday, 11/14.
9

Mon. 11/14                                                     ASSESSING
DUE: Reading Response # 9.
DUE: Trio Presentation # 3 - "Practical Application of Three CAT's"

Presenters: __________, __________, and___________.                                 

In-class topics:

Self-Assessment techniques

Peer assessment

The last day of class

Sharing of Observation Reports (four students)

Assignments for next class:

Readings:

Chapter 13 - "Dealing with the Politics of Teaching," in Brookfield's The Skillful Teacher. (copies will be distributed in class).

Research and writing:

(1) Complete Part II of Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper. Follow directions given in class for formatting and content. Bring one copy to next class to submit for feedback.

(2) Reading Response # 10 . Bring a hard copy for discussion in class Monday, 11/21.
Mon.  11/21                                                   SURVIVING

DUE: Reading Response # 10 
DUE: Part II of Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper. [Submit one copy for my feedback.]

In-class topics:

Politics of teaching

Sharing of Observation Reports (four students).

Assignments for Next Class:

Readings: 

in Bain:

Epilogue, "What Can We Learn From Them?" pp. 173-178.
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in Davis:

"Teaching Outside the Classroom," pp. 489 – 526; “Writing Letters of Recommendation for Students,”pp. 551-556.

Chpt. 14, "Surviving Emotionally," in Brookfield's The Skillful Teacher. (copies will be distributed in class).

Assigned article/research on adjunct teaching.

Writing: Reading Response # 11. Bring a hard copy for discussion in class Monday, 11/28.

Mon. 11/28                                                  SURVIVING

DUE: Reading Response #11.

DUE: Trio Presentation # 4 - "The Adjunct Faculty Experience"

Presenters: __________, __________, and___________.                             
In-class topics:

College and community service

Adjunct teaching

The emotional component 

Sharing Observation Reports (four students)

Return of Part II of Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper. [with my feedback.]                                                                                                                                

Assignment for Next Class:

Research and writing: 

Continue work on Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper.

Mon. 12/6 [Last Class]                      PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
DUE: DUE: Trio Presentation # 5 - "Professional Development for College Teachers"

Presenters: __________, __________, and___________.                             
In-class topics:

Sharing of Observation Reports (three students).

Food and farewells. 

Semester review and reflections.

Course Evaluations.

Assignment for Tuesday, Dec. 13:  Prepare final draft of Current Issue in College Teaching Research Paper (Parts I, II, and III). Post final copy in Bb ASSIGNMENTS by 11:59p.m., Tues. 12/13.

